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INTRODUCTION. 



Of the minor works of Chaucer, " The Parlameot o£ Foules," 
or, as it is sometimes called, "The Assemble of Briddes," 
stands confessedly at the head. Even through lines defective 
in metre, and passages out of which, as ordinarily printed, no 

meaning can be gathered, the beauty of the poetry makes itself 
felt. Still this production has been comparatively little read, 
partly owing to the fact that il: has not been accessible, save in 
complete editions of the poet's works, and partly on account of 
the difficulties, bolh as regards measure and meaning, presented 
by the generally-received text. For a long time these difficul- 
ties seemed insunnountable. When Robert Bell's edition of 
Chaucer was published in 1862, only two manuscripts of this 
poem were known to exist; but in 1871, almost entirely through 
the agency of the Chaucer Society, ten manuscripts had been 
discovered and published, one of which, much the best of all, had 
been previously unknown to editors. With this as a basis, and 
a careful collation of it with the rest, it seemed piossible to pre- 
sent a text which might be regarded as at least a close approxi- 
mation to what the poet really wrote ; and in the increasing 
attention paid in schools to the English language and literature, 
and the necessity, constantly existing, of new texts to aid in its 
pursuit, it seemed desirable that one of tlie most beautiful pro- 
ductions of early English poetry should be brought to the notice 
of students. With this end in view, I have gathered together all 
tlie facts that are known in regard to this work, and sh^ discuss 
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the chief theories that have been advanced as to its prodnctlon or 
character. These naturally arrange themselves uider separate 
headings, the first of which will l>e a consideration of the views 
eotert^aed as to the 

DATE AND COMPOSITION OF THE POEM. 



Of the date and circumstances attending the composition of 
the poem, we can scarcely be said to know any thfog. It is 
mentioned by Chancer himself in that partj^ list of his works 
which he gives in the " Prologue to the Legende of Goode 
Women," and is there spoken of under the title of " The Parla- 
ment of Foules " (line 419). There is also a reference to it in 
the so-called "Prayer," or "Revocation," with which "The 
Canterbury Tales " end. It is in that place included among 
the " trans laciouns," and "endyting in worldly vanitees," for 
the composition of which the poet is represented as asking the 
forgiveness of God. This Prayer, though found in the best 
manuscripts, is of doubtful genuineness : at any rate, it is very 
difficult of CKplanation. The modem reader would be inclined 
to think that the author might better have asked forgiveness 
for producing some of the works for having written which he is 
described as thanking the Lord. In this Revocation, the title 
given to the poem is " The Book of Seint Valentines Day and 
of the Pai^ment of Briddes." It is also mentioned by Lyd- 
gatc, along with other worics of Chancer, in the Prologue to 
his translation of Boccaccio's "Fall of Princes," in these 
words: — 

"Of Fovks ii]» be wrote Ihe Parlyment, 
Therin remeiDbrTiieE d iraU Egbi thn, 
Howe In their choyse Ihey fell adrenite ; 
To fote Nature prafered Ifae batayle 
Ecbe for hit paityei if he woLde aTajlb" 

These, I believe, are all the very early notices of the poem ; nnd 
tltcy furnish no further clew to the date, save that it must have 
been composed before the " Legende of Goode Women ; " and 
this latter work, we know from internal evidence, could not kive 
been completed before 1382. 



DATE AND COMPOSITION OF THE POEM. J 

In a note to line 1920 of " The Canterbury Tales," with which 
tlie descriplion of the Temple of Venua in " The Knight's Tale " 
opens, Tyrwhitt referred to " The Parlament of Foules," and ex- 
pressed his opinion, or rather his suspicion, that it alluded to the 
intended marriage of John of Gaunt, the fourth sod of Edward 
III^ with Blanche of Lancaster, which took place in 1359. He, 
therefore, was inclined to refer the production of the poem to, 
about that period. In a subsequent notice of this particular 
work, he expressed himself as adhering to the conjecture pre- 
viously advanced as to the date, but added that he could not 
cODfinn it by any external evidence. The reasons which led 
Tyrwhitt to come to the conclusions he did are not hard to find. 
In "The Parlament of Foules," the lady is represented an 
putting off the suit of her admirers for one year ; and the pria- 
cipal suitor is described as the royal tercel, higher in rank 
than all the others (line 394). There is a somewhat similar 
silualion of things depicted in another one of Chaucer's works, 
— "The Boke of the Duchesse," — which may be thought to 
have a connection wilh the situation portrayed in this one. This 
latter poem was certainly written on the death of some duchess 
of the name of Dlanche, and is generally supposed to have 
been written on the death of the wife of John of Gaunt, which 
took place in 1369. In it the mourning husband speaks of him- 
self as having at first been refused by his wife, but, on renew- 
ing his suit in "another yere " (line 12J7), as having been 
accepted. These were pretty certainly the independent state- 
ments which led Tyrwhitt to form the conjecture he expressed; 
but he was too cautious and too sagacious to base upon evi- 
dence so doubtful a positive assertion. 

Not so, however, with Godwin, whose Life of Chaucer ap- 
peared in 1803. By this biographer, nearly every conjecture of 
every one of his predecessors was stated as a fact This formed 
no exception to the general rule. The subject of the poem, he 
remarked without any qualification, was the courtship of John 
of Gaunt ; and it appeared " to have been written before the lady 
had accepted the addresses of her illustrious suitor." As tlK 
marriage took place In 1359, the composition of the poem was 
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accordingly referred by Godwin to the year 1358. In this he 

has been followed by several modern writers. 

This date is now almost contemptuously rejected bv those 
students of Chaucer, forming, .perhaps, a majority of the whole 
number, who have given up the traditional date of 1328 as tl>e 
year of the poet's birth, and have substituted for it a conjectural 
one of 134a, or thereabouts. Still their views as to its time of 
composition cannot be looked upon as resting upon any firmer 
basis than that of Godwin's. The only conspicuous theorv, 
indeed the only one deserving of any attention, is that of Prof. 
Ten Brink of the University of Strasbourg. In 1870 he pub- 
lished a valuable treatise on Chaucer, in which he divided his 
works into three periods ; the first embracing those written 
exclusively under French infiuence ; the second, those written 
specially under Italian influence; and the third period, from 133 j 
to 1400, The second period he began with the poet's return, in 
1373, from his first Italian journey of which we have any 
record ; for we know from official documents, that shortly after 
the ist of December, 1372, Chaucer left England on a diplo- 
matic mission to Genoa, and came back to England some time 
before the zzd of November, 1373. To this second period, 
extending from this time to 1385, Prof. Ten Brink assigned 
the composition of " Palamoa and Arcite," of " The Hous of 
Fame," of "Troylus and Cryseyde," of "The Life of Seint 
Cecile," and of " The Parlament of Foules." All of these 
exhibit traces of Italian influence ; all of them are more or less 
indebted to Italian originals, and are, therefore, supposed to have 
been written after the return of the poet from a journey, in which 
he had come into personal contact with Italian speakers, per- 
haps with Italian authors, and had had, in consequence, special 
facilities for the study of the language, Mr, Fumivall, the 
director of the Chaucer Society, has adopted tills theory, and is 
inclined to assign the composition of this particular poem to the 
year 1374. There is nothing impossible about any of these 
Statements ; and they certainly cannot be disproved, for the very 
good reason, that, in tlie present state of our knowledge, they 
cannot be proved. There are, however, two weak points in the 
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aipiment upon which the theory is founded. The poet may 
have been in Italy before 1373, for any thing we ka^w to the 
contrary. He ma.y liave become intimately acquaialetl with the 
language and literature of that country before he went thilher 
in person. That facilities for studying it, and tliat from the 
mouths of native Italians, should not have existed at the splendid 
court of Edward III., is almost incredible : indeed, in the balan- 
cing of probabilities, it seems fair to assume that Chaucer was 
more likely to have been selected for the mission of 1372, in 
consequence of his knowledge of the tongue of the country to 
which he was sent, than that he should have made his first 
acquaintance with its literature in consequence of the mission. 
There is no evidence that ignorance of the language of a people 
on the part of an envoy accredited to them was looked upon z& 
a qualitication for that particular post in the time of Edward 
III., at least in the case of a person occupying no higher rack 
in life than did the poet. The theory of Prof. Ten Brink must, 
therefore, be looked upon only as a theory, worthy of all respect 
and consideration, on account of die character and attainments 
of the man who proposed it and of the men who hold It ; but 
it is only a theory, and ought never to be advanced, as it has 
already been advanced, as a statement of fact 

In the discussion of a question of this kind, it is important to 
bear in mind that it is no evidence, as regards the date of a 
poem, that it is better or worse than some other poem of the 
same author with which it is compared, and therefore that it 
must have been composed before or after it. There is nothing 
in our knowledge of the laws of intellectual development to jus- 
tify the assumption, that is contbually put forth in the case of 
Chaucer, that a man's first productions are comparatively poor, 
and then go on increasing in merit, at least until there comes a 
period of decline. Such a position is contradictory to all tlie 
established facts of literary history. Every writer has in this 
respect an experience of his own, which may have, or may not 
have, any thing in common with other writers. Dryden's first 
poems were inexpressibly wretched j but he kept producing 
better and better, almost up to the day of his death. Campbell's 
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earliest norks are among his very best : the only surcess gained 
by his latest ones was to impdr the repatatioa he had prevkmsly 
acquired. Bjron wrote, at about the same time, " Hints from 
Hoi3Ce," which nobody can read, and the two first cantos of 
" Childe Harold," which every one reads. A man's first or last 
poemisuotnecessarilyeitherhisbestorhis worst, any more than 
the first or last child he begets is better or worse than the rest. 
Poets, like every one else, have their seasons of exaltation and 
depression, iheir times of writing well and of writing iU ; and 
the excellence of their productions depends upon an infinite 
nunibei' of causes outside of the particular period of life at 
which they have arrived. The relative goodness of any special 
work may be due lo the happy choice of a subject, to the pecu- 
liar fitness of the writer's genius for the treatment of it, to the 
fortunate inspiration of the moment, to the state of health, in 
short, to a thousand things, alwut the effect of which we cannot 
argue, unless we are acquainted with the precise facts. When 
the order of a poet's works is known from independent sources, 
It is not unfrequently easy to detect in the earlier ones traces of 
youth and inexperience ; but the reverse method can never be 
tried with any assurance of arriving at trustworthy results, 

SOURCES OF THE POEM. 

The representation of animals speaking and arguing and 
acting, and generally with a good deal more sense than ordi- 
nary mortals, is, probably, not unknown to any literature. It is 
familiar lo all of us in the fables of iCsop, and of his count- 
less imitators ; and, in the brute-epic of " Reynard the Fox," 
it has reached, perhaps, its highest point of artistic develop- 
ment. Long dialogues between particular animals on various 
topics are almost as common. They are not wanting in our 
early literature before the time of Chaucer ; and one of them 
especially, " The Owl and the Nightingale," displays, at times, 
poetic power of no mean orier. 

The general conception had, therefore, about it nothing 
novel ; but, as regards the main incident from which Chaucer's ' 
poem takes its name, no particulu resemblance has ever yet 
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been discovered between it and any other production which has 
been described. In this respect it was probably a pure crea* 
tion of his own, and pierhaps alluded, in a covert way, to some 
event of whicb we now know nothing. At the same time, " The 
Farlament of Foules " ja, to a certain extent, penetrated with 
the atmosphere of the books with which the poet wa^i familiar. 
Not only are direct references mide to them, but numeroua 
passages show the traces of remote suggestion, if not of actual 
Imitation. But it was never an atmosphere of the kind that 
hid from the poet his insight into life, or dulled in the slight- 
est his sympathy with nature. Chaucer read much in old 
books, as he often tells us ; but he thoroughly assimilated what 
he read, and it became all his own. What he borrowed he gave 
again to the world in a new^ and often in a more striking form. 
Therein he presented a marked contrast to his contemporary, 
Gower, who swallowed a great deal of information of various 
kinds, but never succeeded in digesting any of it ; and, accord- 
ingly, moat of the interest of hia poetry has departed along 
with the I>elief in the statements which it contained. 

There are, however, two authors to whom Chaucer, in the 
composition of a part of this poem, was so directly indebted, 
that it is desirable to give a full account of what he borrowed. 
In the case of the first of these, he expreaaly names Ixith the 
work and the writer of it. This is the episode of " The Dream 
of Scipio," contained in the sixth book of Cicero's treatise on 
"The Republic." In the fifth to the twelfth stanza inclusive of 
this poem, Chaucer gives an abstract of this famous production, 
couched in elevated language, which renders it not unfit to be 
placed side by side with the original. 

, The treatise ef Cicero on " The Republic " was in existence 
during the tenth century, and perhaps later, but, at the time of 
the revival of letters, had completely disappeared as a whole. 
For centuries it was given up as lost; but in 1822 Angelo Mai 
found in the library of the Vatican a palimpsest manuscript, 
in which this production had been erased to make way for a 
Commentary of St, Augustine on the Psalms. From this, and 
from other sources, about one-third of the original has been 
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recovered. The work was in the form of a dialogue, in which 
the speakers were the younger Scipio Airicanus, who bore the 
principal part, and several of liia friends. The portion ot)- 
tained from the palimpsest did not extend beyond the fourth of 
the six books ; but a fragment of this last one, complete in 
itself, which contained the episode of " The Dream of Scipio," 
had been prsserved by a Roman writer named Macrobius, wlio 
flourished about the beginning of the fifth century. By him it 
was used as a sort of text upon which to hang a series of dis- 
courses, partly on the nature of dreams, but chiefly on the pljys- 
ical constitution of the universe. In this manner one of the 
most striking productions of antiquity was saved. At the same 
time, it can hardly be considered as original on the part of the 
Rom^m author. It was, at the outset, an adaptation of the 
story told of Er the Pamphylian, with which tlie treatise of 
Plato on " The Republic " ends. But not only does it vary from 
this in numerous particulars, but much of it is of an entirely 
different cast. It also borrows hints and suggestions, and even 
sentences, from other works of the Greek philosopher. Espe- 
cially is this true of the argument for immortality contained in 
the eighth and ninth chapters of the Dream, which is almost a 
literal translation of a passage in the Phiedrus. 

As embodying the most advanced views of antiquity in regard 
to the future life, as characterized throughout by elevation of 
sentiment, as abounding in eloquent declamation against the 
pursuit of that earthly glory for which no one was ever more 
eager than the author himself, this episode has been a favorite 
work oC all later times, and made a profound impression in 
particular upon the men of the middle ages. Echoes of it 
appear everywhere in the early literatures of modern Europe ; 
and the number of direct references and indirect allusions made 
to it by Chaucer liimself shcijv how deep a hold it had taken 
of his mind. It bears, indeed, SO important a part in the 
construction of this particular poem, that I have thought best 
to give of it a translation. Though the sentiments are those 
of a heathen, it will not probably do any barm to most Chris- 
tians to read it In so doing, the few facts which follow are to 
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be borne in mind. The speaker is the younger Scipio Africanus : 
the person who appears to hira in his dream is the elder Scipio, 
the conqueror of Hannibal, who had received the surname of 
Africanus in consequence of having brought to a successful 
conclusion the Second Punic War, The younger Africanus was 
the son of Lucius ^milius Paulus, the conqueror of Macedo- 
nia, but was adopted by Publius Scipio, the son of the elder 
Africanus. In 149 B. C. he went to Africa with the consul 
Manius ftjanilius as military tribune ; was elected in 147 B. C. 
to the consulship ; and in the following year took the city of 
Carthage by storm, thereby ending the Third Punic War, la 
142 B. C. he was elected censor, and in 134 B. C. was made 
consul a second time, and, alter a memorable siege of eight 
months, captured and utterly destroyed the city of Numantia. 
Returning to Rome, he opposed the schemes of his brother- 
in-law, Tiberius Gracchus, the grandson of the elder Africanus; 
and, after the death of the latter, he made an attempt to re- 
scind a portion of the agrarian laws which had been carried 
through by the energy of that democratic leader. During the 
excitement attending this controversy, he was found one morn- 
ing dead in his bed. The general belief was, that he was mur- 
dered ; but suspicion, though it fell on several, including some 
of his relations, centred positively on no one. 

The following is a somewhat free translation of this famous 
episode ; — 

THE DREAM OF SCIPIO. 



When I WEI 


It mto 


Africa with the conllJMin 


iui UuiiUu^ faoldjog 


therai>li, 


J are aware. 






:gion, nothing lay nea 




tluntometl 


:Miisii 


ilssa, a JtinK, who, for good t> 




rt iriendly 


with our UmUy. ' 








^i. lh=n, 1. 


■»kiug 






lupremul 


Ddtoyoij,y. 


:inhat 


liwnu of heairen! thai, betore I depart Ihi. liic, I 








r this root, Publius Coraeliu* Scipio, by nhou ic 


ry name I 


lived : H ne 


;ver pi: 


ocK away from niy mind the 


mertory of that beii 


and n. Ml 



kingdom, aiid he of me a> to our repoblic ; and, with many words uttered on both 
■idct, wc spent the ^hoLe of that day. 

ICoreovor, after panaking of a tepist prepared with royal magnificence, »e pro- 
iDDsed the convenation late into the olghc. The old man would speak of nothing but 
Africuius, and remembered not only all hit deedi, but likewiee hii uyinB*. After we 
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parted to go to bed, x sounder sleep ttino nsaal fell upon ni^ lurlTy od ucotmt ti 
weanneq ocatLoned by (ha founK;^, and pajlly beaiue I had slaid up lo a lAte bonr. 
Tben Alricanus appeared to me, \ think lq coDKquctic« of uhot we had been talking 
■bout i [or it often happens thai our Ihonghls and speeches bring about in sleep some- 
thing of thai illusion ol which Ennius writes in regard 10 himtelf and Homer, ol 
which poet he wu very often accnttomcd lo think aod apeak while awake. Africanua 
•bowed himaelf 10 aie in thai form which was better known to me from his ancestral 
iin^e than from my recollection of his person. As soon as I recognised him, I was 
seized with a fit oE terror \ but Eie thereupon said, " Se of good courage, O Srafnal 

IE. "Do you Bee that Slat*, which, compelled by me to submit to the Roman peo- 

from a Certain lustrous and bright place, very high, and full of stilrs, he pointed tot lo 
me Carthage. "To tight agaiiut that dty thou now coinest In a ran'.; but little a'lote 

have been ceoaor, thou »halt, during thy absence be chosen consul for a second time, 
■halt put an end to a great war, and lay Nunianliaiu ruins. Butt when thou thilt bi'- 
carricd in thy triumphal chatint to the capjtol, thou wilt find the repubhc disturbed 
by the designs of my grandson. 

"Then, O Scipio! it will he necessary that thou eihibil Ihe purity and greatneu 
of thy heart, thy soul, and thy iudgmeoL But T see at that time a double way dis- 

HccompUshed [or thee by their natural revohilion the btal product, to Ihec alone and 
lo thy name the whole state shall turn ; upon thee the senate, upon thee all good nHr<, 
upon thiethe allies, upon thee the Latins, will fasten their eyes; Ihnu wih be the 

incumbent on thee to establish and regulate the republic, 11 thou an succeiefid in 

tlon of sorrow, and the rest piianed more deeply ; but Scipio, sligiuly smiling, said, 
" Keep silence, f beg of you. Do not awake me from my drean^ and hear the rest lA 
his words. 

III. "BubOAfricauusI that thou msyest be the more tealous in the defenca ol 
the republic, know this : For all who have preserred, who have succotcI, who have 
aggrandiied thor country, there is in heaven a certain filed place, where they enjoy 
■n eternal life of blessedness. For to that highest God, who governs the whole 

of treachery on the part of those akiu to met nevertheless, at this point, I had (he 
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■wthing bnl dEilb. Vsf, ifaoa mnjnsl crcn b«hotd tlijlatlier Pautui earning tOMUdl 
Ihee." 

my tun, and wu able again la ipeak, uid to bim, " Tell me. I beieecli Ihee, O best 
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took up wbaC seemed to be but a point of it 

IV- Aa I kept my eyes more intently Gied upon this spot, Africanus said to me, 
"Uowlongilbegof thee, will thy spirit be chained down to earth P Seest thou not 
into what a holy ptaco thou bast come i Every thing is bound together in nine circles, 
or rather spherei, of which the farthest ia the tirnument, which embraces the test, is, 
indeed, the supreme God himself confining and containing all the others. To that 
highest heaven arc fixed those orbits of the stars which eternally revolve. Belrnv it 
>re seven ipheres, which move backward with a motion contrary to thai of the Jirm^ 
monl. One of these belong to that atar which on earth they call Saturn \ then fol- 
lowa that shining orb, the umxe of happiness and health 10 the human race, which is 
called Jupiter ; then the redplanet, bringing terror to the nations, to which yon give 
Ihe name of Uars ; then, almost directly underthe middle region, uands the nin, the 
loader, the chief, the govemor of tfte other luminaries the soul of the universe, and its 
r^ulating pririctple, ol a size so vast, that it penetrates and fills every thing with its 
own li^t. Upon it, as if tbey were an escort, follow two sphereSi — the one of Venu^ 
Ihe other of Mercury ; and in the lowest tircle revolves the moon, illuminated by the 
ray* of the sun* Below it thate ia oothjng t^rj^ ja not mortal and transitnr^', save tba 
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touli whicfa an fnven Is maQkind by the fift of Ibe godi ; ibovc <bc mncm, all thingi 
■n eternal. Fot Ihu ninlh iphsie, nhicb ii in the middle, a the cartb : it hu do 
Dsotiori ; 11 i» the lowest in ipiu:e ••, and all heavy bodies are bome toward it b; tbeir 
natuial downward tendency.^' 

V. I looked at these, lost in wonder. As soon as I had recovered myseif, I said, 
" What a Ibii aoudd, so great and id sweel, which £Ua my ear> ? " — '■ This," be re- 
plied, " is that music, which, composed of intervals unequal, but divided proportionately 
by rule, is caused by the awiug and movement o[ the spheres themselves, and, by 
the proper combination of acute t<Hie4 with gnive, creates with uniformity manifold 
anddjverw hannoniei. Formovements so mighty cannot be accomi^isbed in silence ; 
and it i& a law of nalute that the bithesi sphere on the one side gives forth a base 
lose, (he farthest on the other a treble ; for whkh reatop. the revolution of that 

is attended with an acute and high uund ', while that of the lowest, or lunar arch, is 
attended with a very deep and grave sound. For the ninth sphere, the earth, ent- 
bracing the middle region of the anivene, stays immovably in one £ied place. Hnl 
thcAe eight globes between, two ^ of which have the same essential action, produce 
toneSidistinguisbedbyiatervals, to the number of sevens which number, indeed,is the 
knot ol almost all things. Men ol skill, by imitating the result on the strings of the 

to this place, just as other men of lofty souli have done the same by devodng them- 
•elves during their earthly life to the study of what is divine. But the ears of men, 
■uifeited by Ibis harmony, have become deaf to it ; nor is there in you any duller 
sense: just as, at that cnlaract which is called Catadupa, — where the Nile rushes down 
headlong from tbeloflymouniain-lops, — the people who dwell in thai neighborhDod 
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" Moreover, thou observest that this sami 
dlet^ by certain tones, of which thou seeat tl 
It both aides on the very poles of the sky — 
the central and largest one is burnt up with i 



t Mercury and Venn*. 
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of these tbe nuthcrri r>ne, in which dwell Ihoac who male their tootprinti oppcwte 

biirlh, which you occupy,— 3ee with how small a pari of il youCDmelplDcontaclI For 
■£ (he lind whkh ii cuUivated hy you. very narrow i( the eilremiliei, but wider at 
Ihe sides, 11 only a small island nirroiindcd hy thai water which on eanh you call the 
Allaulic, at the great sea, or the occao. But thoagK its name ia so high-soundiu^ 

Ihou vxa, or crou yonder Bood of Ihe GaagsF Who in Ihc fanhesl remaining 

■outh. will lieir thy name ? When these aie taken away; thou assuredly perceivest 

ilselE ahmad. UoreoTcn even those who ipeak of lu, for how long 1 time will 
Ihey speak? 

VII. " Xay, eien if the generalious aC men were deaimui, one after the other, to 
hand down to posterity the praises of any one of us heard from their fathers, neverthe- 
less, on account of the changes in the earth, -* wrought hy inundations and Conflagri' 
tioos, which are sure to recur at certain fixed epochs, — we are not umply unahle to 
ceciira for ounelves a glory which lasts forever, but are even unable to gain a glory 
whidt lasts for a long time- Moreover, of what value is it that Ihe spL'ech of those 
who are to be horn hereafter shall be about thee, when nothing has been said of thee 
by all those who were bom before, who were neither fewer in number, and were un- 
queatiooably better men, especially wti^ no one is aWe to live in Ihe memory of 
those very persons, by whom one's name can be heard, tor the spate of one year ! 

" For men commonly measure Ihe year by the return to its place of the sun alone, 

from which Ihey once set out, and, afler a long period of time, have brought back the 
lame relative arrangement of the whole heaven, that, then, can justly be called the 

For once, in the pasl^ the sun seemed to disappear from the eyes of men, and (o bd 
annihilated, at the time when the soul of Romulus made its way iolo this very temple- 



" Wherefore, if ihoa gives! up Ihe hope of a return 10 this place, in which all things 
exist lor lofty and pre-eminent souls, yel of how much value is [hat human Elofy 
which can hardly erwlnre for even the small part of a single year? Bui if , as I was 
laying, thon withest lo look on high, and to fix thy gaie upon this abode of the blesi, 
and this elemal home, never give thyself up to the applause of the vul.^ar, nor rest 

hy men. It is incumbent on thee thai Virtue herself shall draw ihee by her own 
charm to Ime glory- As for the way in which others talk about Ihee, let them take 
care of that themselves ; yet without doubt Ihey will talk. But all such renown i* 
lu-.uted lo the peliy provinces of Ihe regions which thou see5l: nor in the case of 
anyone is it everlasting; for it both dies with the death of me]:i,Bnd is buried in 
oblivion by the forgetfulness of posterity- '^ 

VIII- Whenbehadsaidlhesethings, "OAfcicanusI" I replied, "if thepaththat 
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their Country, although, m following from my boyhood in thy footaiepa aod in iho« of 

I shall toil wilh fit more teal, now that » great a reward haj been held out beiore 

thou thyself atl not mortal, but Ihii body of thine. For thou an not the one which 
that fonn of lliine ptDclaims lh« to be : but the soul of any one, that alooi is he ; 
DM that elternal ilupe which can be pointed out with the finger. Therefore ki.ow 
thyself la be a god. it Ihit ii essemially god which lives, which feels, whi:h r- 
members, which foresees, which rules and regnlalei and moves that body over which 
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beginning, and is eteraaL Do thou, then, employ it in the noblest duties. But tlioee 
■re Ihe loftiest cuts which are concemcd widi the weH-bcing ol out native land. 
The »ul that ii inspired by these, and ooaipied wilh them, will hasten the quicker 
Into this, its real home and habitation. So much tfic more speedily, indeed, wiU it do 
tbia, if, while it is shut up in the body, it shall pass beyond its limits, and, by the con- 
templation of thoH things which are outside of it, shall wiliidraw itself as far as po^ 
Hble from the body. For the souls of those who have ipven themselves up to sensual 
pleasures, and have made themselves, as it were, ministers to these, and who, uudor 
the pressure of desires which are subservient to these pleasures, have violated the 
kaws of God and man, when they shall have parted from Ihe body, will Ay about Ibe 
eanh itself, DOr will return to this place until they shall have suffered totmtnts for 

The seconti work to which Chaucer is largely indebted is " La 
Teseide " of Boccaccio, from which poem he also took the story 
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of'The Knight's Tale," Inthcseventhb«oV of " La Teseide," 
the prayer of Palxmon lo Venus is personified, and sets out for 
the Temple of Venus on Mount Cithiron. This place, which ia 
ancientmythology was consecrated to Jupiter, seems to have been 
confounded by the poets of this period with tiie Island of Cy* 
thera, sacred to Venus. The passage of Bcixacao, containing 
sixteen stanzas, was reproduced in "The Parlament of Fuules," 
with more or less of variation in particulars, and with a trans- 
position of some of the verses. A literal version of the original 
was made by W. M. Rossetti for Furnivall's " Trial- Fore words 
to the Parallel-Text Edition of Chaucer's Minor Poems," pub- 
lished in 1871 ; and from that work I have taken this translation. 
The corresponding verses of " The Parlament of Foules " are 
marked in Roman numerals. 
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At the lofty place tod beautiful adarninBn^ 

Wilh ipiiii1ii«9 which, flyiug bcK and tliers. 
Went lo Iheir bourne. Which >he looking at, 

ts4.) XXXI. 
AoHing IhF bush» bciide a fountaiD 
Saw Cupid forsinB ar™*.— 
He bavibj Ihe bow lel down by bit Feet; 
Which [arrowi] lelected hit daughler Vohipti* 
Tempered in the wavoi. Andaeliltddovvn 
Wilh them waa Ease [Olii, Otium] ; whom ahe n« 
That he, wilh Menofy, Meeled !ua daiu 
With the ucel thai du fint tempered. 

(jj.) XXXIL 
And then ihe saw in that pasi Grace \.Ltttiadriit\ 
Wilh AdominB \_AdBrmwia] and A&bililJ, 
And the wholly elUayed Courtesy 1 
And ihe *aw the Arts that have powei 
To make others perforce do folly, 
In (heir aspect much disG^red. 
The Vain Delight of pur form 
She uw standing alcne with GenlileBae, 

(56.) XXXJIL 
Then she aaw Beauty pass her by, 
Without uy ornament, gating on henelf ; 
And with her-ahe saw Attractian {Piaetv^tn^ B^,^ 
She [the pcayer) commendtog to hcneli both one and ' 
With them she law Handing Vouth, 
Lively and adamcd, making great feast \ 
And on the other aide she saw madcap Andadtf 
Going along with Gloaln^ and Pimpa. 



Thii one ol them beautiful, and that on 
Un^rdled, barefoot, only b (heir hair a 
Who ipent the day in this alone. 
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(jSJ 3UUtV. 

And nur ta the enitj of ibe templa 
She u«r that Ihere ut quietlr . 
Wj tedr Pea«i who acoiuia 
Mcmd lightly before the door. 
Kext ber, very lubdued in aspect, 
Sat Palif na dixreellr, 
PaUid in loalc i iDd on all lidn 



ThcD, enteiinE the lemplCt of Sr^^ha 

She felt there u earthquake, nrhich whiriid 

AH Eny with hot devrei. 

This lit up aU the allin 

With new flames bom <d paufi \ 

Each cJ which dripped inlh tean 

Prodinxd by i woman cruel and feD 

Whom ihe there flaw, called Jealousy. 

(6&) XXXVII. 
And in thai [lemplsl she saw Priapui hgUI 
The h^hest place — in habit juat inch aa 
Whoever would at night see him 
Could, when braying the animal 
Dullest of all awoke Veila, who to hii mind 
Wa> not a liols — towards whom he in like guiu 
Went: and likewise throughonl ibc great templfl 
Sbe saw many garlauda of divene Sowen. 

(6i.) XLl. 
Here many bowi of the Chorus of Diana 
She uw hung np and broken ; smnng which was 
Thai of CalliUo, become the Arctic 
Bear. The apples wete Ihere of hauEhty 
A la la n ta, who waa sorereign in racing; 
And also the armi of that other proud on* 

Grandioa to the Calydonian King <Zneiia. 



Sie saw Am hiuoriei ptintod all *bout ( 
Among which with finer work 
Of ibc ipouie of Nlnus she then 
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Pyramos *rA Thisbc, and thi mulbcmu iJn)^ £>l»iied| 
And the la" anumi ihew the great Hcteuls* 
Id Ihe lap ai \a\t, ud wocEul BlUii 
Gdng piteou*) Bdiddng Caunus. 

(&3.) XXXVIII, 
Bui, u ihe Baw not Veaui, il nu told her 
(Nor knew >he by whom)— "In stcteter 
Part of the temple >ta7> ihe delighting. 
If Ihoa wanlest her, Amugh that doer qukllr 
Enter." WbcrciCFte she, without further demu. 
Heck of manner ai ihe was, 
Approached thither to eater within. 
And do Ihe cmbaisy to her committed. 

(6*) XXXVIII. 
But there >he, at herfint coiuag, 
Fotmd Rkbei guarding the portal — 
Who teemed to her much to be icvenucadi 
Ad4 being by her allowed to enter there, 
The place was dark to her at fint going. 
But afterward^ by Mayings a little light 
She gained there \ and >aw her lying naked 
On a gnat bed very (air Id lee. 



(M.) XL. 
The neck wai fragrant with Inl a thounnd 
At one of her nde< Bacchus wai aeited. 
At the other Cerei with her uvouti. 

Delighting faeixelf, which, to her sisten 
Prefeired, she won in the Idean vale. 
And, having teen all thii, she [the prayer] 
Which was conceded without denial, 
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So far aa I know, Tyrwhitt was the first to call attention to 
the fact that the passage in "The ParlamenI of Foules" was 
taken from the Italian poet A comparison of the two -mM 
show, that, beside minor variations and transpositions, Chaucer 
sometimes introduced particulars which are not found in the 
original. One of Che most striking of these is that emblematic 
picture of calm and resigned endurance amid the shifting 
changes of life and love, which is conveyed by the representa- 
tion of Patience sitting upon a hill of sand. Moreover, nearly 
all of the twenty-ninth and thirtieth verses consists of additions 
which owe nothing at all to " La Teseide ; " and these two are 
among the very finest stanzas in the description of the garden 
and temple. Still the general resemblance is' throughout very 
close. The original, moreover, setdes some points about which 
the manuscripts vary. For illustration, in line 277, some of 
them read Cupide, and others Cypride. It is evident, from the 
sixty-sixth stanza of Boccaccio, that the latter is the correct 
reading ; for in it Venus is represented as sitting between Ceres 
and Bacchus. This might, indeed, have been independendy 
inferred from the fact, that, in both the Italian and the English 
poem, Cupid is represented as sitting at the fountain. In line 
221, also, of "The Parlament of Foules," the corresponding 
place in Rossetti's translation shows that the proper reading 
is, " To don by force a wight to do folyc," though half of the 
manuscripts vary from this. 

These are the only passages of any extent which Chaucer 
has either borrowed or adapted. A few short lines have been 
pointed out as having been taken from the " Inferno " of Dante ; 
but they are not only slight in number, but of very slight 
importance. But the nineteenth and twentieth verses of " Tha 
Parlament of Foules " are usually spoken of as founded directly 
upon the famous inscription with which the third canto of the 
"Inferno" opens. I subjoin, for the sake of comparison, 
Longfellow's translation of the latter: — 
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There is no doubt that tha passage in Dante snggested tha 
nineteenth and twentieth verses of " The Parlament of Foules ; " 
but while the meaning in one case is [terfectly plain, that of the 
other is by no means so evident. For the further consideration 
of tilts question, I print these two stanzas in modem English 
orthography. It will be noticed that the only thing which would 
be apt to occasion any ordinary reader the slightest trouble is ~ 
the use of "there" and "there as "in the sense of "where," 
and the accentuation of " aventure " on the first and the last 
syllable, instead of on the second. The following are the lines, 
modernized as regards spelling. Syllables then, but no longer, 
pronounced, are accented. 
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Most of the trouble in reading Chaucer vanishes with tbe 
spelling. It is not particularly creditable to the Ei^lish-speakii^ 
race that difficulties so slight should not only deter so many 
from the attempt, but even deprive Ihem of the desire, to 
become familiar with an author whose rank in our literature 
is only below that of Shakspeare. 

While there is no (Question as to the poetij of these stanzas. 
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the meaning is far from being as certain. Prof. Motley — who, 
in his " English Writers," follows Tyrwhitt and Godwin in as- 
critHng the composition of " The Parlament of Foules " to the 
year 1358 — refers the second stanza to war and to tlie misery 
of captivity, which Chaucer himself was- shortly to experience 
in his own person ; but the language does not seem capable of 
bearing any such interpretation, even were we to admit that the 
conjectured time of composition were correct. The gate is a 
single one, though made up of two halves ; and it opens only 
into the garden and the temple of Venus. The whole context, 
as well as these two verses, appears to point to the interpretation, 
that, in Ijoth cases, the entrance is the entrance to love, but, on 
the one hand, to successful, on the other to unsuccessful, love. 
He who takes the one path reaches happiness in which there is 
no alloy, finds a cure for every heart-ache, dwells in life's per- 
petual May; but the other path is the way to unreturned or 
unfortunate love, the dangers which attend it, the disdain which 
waits upon it, the miseries which result from it. For him who 
passes that portal the tree of love shall never bring forth leaf 
nor fruit He who is captive in that prison shall perish for the 
lack of that which is to him the element of life. The only 
safety for him whom this fate overhangs lies in shunning love 
itself. I am not sure that this interpretation is right; but it 
seems to make a satisfactory explanation of the " eiTOur," 
which, in line 156, Africanus speaks of as being written in the 
poet's face. Chaucer throughout represents himself as knowing 
nothii^ of love personally ; at least as having lost the taste of 
it, if he ever knew it. Bat it is only for lovers that these in- 
scriptions promise any reward, or threaten any punishment 
The dreamer js mistaken if he supposes that they can have any 
reference to him. He can therefore enter safely. 
'^ If the explanation be correct, Chaucer's oblations to Dante ■ 
in this passage are rather in the way of suggestion than of 
appropriation. While the form is the same, the application is 
widely difierent. The same remark is also true of that general 
resemblance which Prof. Ten Brink sees between the Africanus 
of this poem and the Virgil of the "Divina Commedia." The 
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resemblance is so very general, that it almost fades away into 
the indistinguishable. To the Italian poet, Virgil is the guide 
and friend who conducts him through the gloomy shades ol 
bell and the milder shades of purgatory, and leaves him only 
at the entrance of that heavpn to which he himself cannot 
enter. But Africanus simply shoves the poet inside of the 
gate, takes his hand, and, after that, apparently leaves him to 
take care of himself, so far as any further information in regard 
to him is vouchsafed. The idea of the double gales has also 
been referred to several sources, of which the two most note- 
worthy are those mentioned in the nineteenth book of "The 
Odyssey" and the sixth book of "The jCneid." But resem- 
blances in matters like this, which might have occurred to any 
number of persons independently, it is neither a cheerful nor 
a profitable occupation to trace oat, especially when there is no 
particular merit in the invention, but only in the use that is made 
of it. 

Other sources for particular passages in this poem have been 
indicated, or rather asserted ; for there has been a plentiful 
lack of any thing that can be called proof. It is, perhaps, 
proper, in connection with this, to make a special mention of 
a treatise on Chaucer, considered as an imitator of the Trou- 
vferes, by M. Sandras, which was published at Paris in 1859. 
The author was a man of much learning in many departments, 
but apparently of little critical judgment in any. He damned 
the English poet with a good deal of faint praise, and in a 
genial and appreciative way succeeded, at least to his own 
satisfaction, in stripping him of any originality whatever. 
According to him, Chaucer owed nothing to nature, every 
thing to books. In speaking of the composition of this par- 
ticular poem, he asserted, that, besides the authors who have 
already been mentioned, Siatius, Guillaume de L^rris, Alain de 
I'Isle, and G. de Machault, had been put under contribution. 
He was somewhat inclined to include Volucraire in the list, 
but graciously added that he had escaped his researches. The 
obh'gation to Machault appears to be this: in several of the 
manuscripts of "The Farlament of Foules," in place of the 



SOVSCES OF THE POEM. 25 

roundel which follows the DinctJ^«eventh stanza is the first line 
of a French poem, which reads, " Qui bUn aime a iard ouMU " 
("He who loves well is slow to forget"). Sandras unearthed 
from a manuscript of Machault a song beginning with this line, 
together with the music to which Jt was set. This he claimed 
to be the original of the roundel which " imakid was in Fraunce," 
as mentioned in line 677. Even if that be so, it is not, the 
original of the roundel which is found in other manuscripts, 
and which is printed in this edition. But Chaucer does not 
say that the roundel was made in France, The " notes " were 
composed there ; and the " notes," contrasted as they are with 
the " wordis," seem to p)oint dearly to the music to which the 
roundel was sung. If that be so, the most that can be said is, 
that Chaucer chose to write some new words to an old air, — 
an act which can hardly be thought to impair his originality as 

As regards the borrowing from Statius and Guillaume de 
Lorris, Sandras did not attempt to support his statement by 
either citation or reference ; and it is accordingly not easy to 
make any examination of the charge as regards them. But we 
are enabled to get some idea of the character of the evidence 
which he did not particularize by that which he did. He states, 
without any reservation, that Chaucer drew his portrait of 
Nature after Al^n de I'lsle and Jean de Meung. The fact of 
the matter is, that Chaucer drew no portrait of Nature at all. 
He simply says, — 



ao she appeared also to him. Al^n de I'Isle, or Alanus de 
Insulis, a Cistercian monk, and for a time Bishop of Auxerre, 
flourished during the twelfth century. He was one of the 
Toost learned men of his time, at least in the sort of learning 
tluit was then chiefly regarded, and received for the wide 
range of his acquirements the title of "the Universal Doctor." 
He wrote a number of Latin works, both in prose and verse, 
on a variety of subjects. One of these is a long poem in nine 
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books, called Anticlaudianus, to which there is a referenco 
In "The Hous of Fame." Another one is the treatise, in both 
prose and verse, De Planctu Nalurm; that is, " Concerning 
the Complaint of Nature," or, as Chaucer translates it, "Of 
*be Pleynt of Kinde." Jn this. Nature is represented a^ be- 
trailing the general depravadon of the human race, and the 
■nay which had 1)een gained by various vices, but particularlj 
by that of Sodomy. The book opens with a poem of the 
author, deploring this detestable crime. To him, as soon as. 
he has finished it, Nature appears iii the form of a beautiful 
woman; and to a description of her appearance and dress the 
writer devotes several pages. It is to this that Chaucer refers; 
but he does not quote a word. All that the English poet can 
be said to owe to Alain de I'lsle, if he can be said to owe any 
thing, is the personification of Nature. On her garments, 
indeed, are depicted assemblies of birds, of fishes, and of land 
animals, with a description of each one mentioned ; but, in his 
characterization, Chaucer was hardly indebted to this treatise 
for a single particular, even if he were for the idea. But of 
this representation of animals Sandras seems to have known 
nothing, though it would make a far stranger justificatioa of 
the charge of borrowing than that which he actually did bring 
forward. But the resemblances, indeed, which, in many cases, 
he sees between the words of Chaucer and those of other 
writers, are of that indefinite kind which would enable any one, 
if such were accepted as evidence, to draw up a general indict- 
ment of plagiarism against the human race. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY, 

The first edition of "The Parlament of Foules " was printed 
by Caxton in 1477-78. In 1526 it was printed the second time, 
along with " The Hous of Fame," by Richard Pynson ; and 
for the third time, in 1530, and as a separate publication, by 
Wynkyn de Worde, under the titie of " The Assemble of 
Foules." In the titlepage of this edition it is spoken of as 
" veray pleasaunt and compendyous to rede or here," and as 
« compylcd by the preclared and famous clerke, GeSray Chnu - 
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cer." From th^t time there has been no separate editioa of the 
poem. It was, however, included in all the collected editions of 
the poet's works which came out in the sixteenth century. Ex- 
cluding booksellers' reprints, these were that of Thynne, pub- 
lished by Godfrey in 1532, that of Stowe in 1561, and that <i. 
Speght in 1598, of which the second edition came out in 1602. 
The form in which "The Parlamentof Foules"isfoundin Siieght 
has been Ihe one generally followed in most of the later reprints 
of the collected poems. In Robert BeU's ediiioa of Chaucer's 
poetical works, the text of " The Parlament of Foules," as con- 
tained in Speght, was collated with a manuscript belonging to 
the Cambridge University Library ; and the value of the work 
was still further enhanced by the additicn of numerous explana- 
tory notes. In the reprint of the Aldine edition of Chaucer's 
poems, which appeared in 1866, under the supervision o£ Dr. 
Richard Morris, the text of this particular one was taken from 
a manuscript in the Bodleian Library, marked Fairfax i6l Nu- 
merous slight changes were made in it, however, by collation 
with two other manuscripts. Finally, the Chaucer Society, in 
1871, printed eight manuscripts, and reprinted the text of the 
poem as found in Caxton's edition, a copy of which exists in 
die Cambridge University Library. This includes all the known 
manuscripts, excepting two, one of which is the one already 
referred to as printed by Dr. Morris, and another one which 
was copied from it These texts, with the conjectured dates o( 
most of them, and their designation in this volume, are as fol- 

MS. Gg. 4.27, Cambr. Univ. IJbr. 1430-40 . , A. 

MS. R. 3.1ft Trin. Coll., Cambr. 1460-70 . . . B. 

Caxton's Text from an unknown MS. 1477-78 . C, 

Harleian MS. 7333 (Shirley's) D. 

MS. LVI I., St John's Coll., Oxford. 1460. . . E. 

MS. Ff. 1.6, Cambr. Univ. Libr. 1441-42 . . . F. 

Tanner MS- 346 (Bodleian Libr.). 1440. . , . G. 

Digby MS. 181 (Bodleian Libr.). 1450-60 . . . H. 

MS. Arch. Seld. B. 24 (Bodleian Ubr.). 1470-80 . J. 

MS. Fairfax 16 (Bodleian Ubrary) K. 
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In addition to these, two fragmentary manuscripts of thi 
poem were also printed by the Chaucer Society in 1871, — one 
from the Cambridge University Library, containing the first 365 
lines ; and one from the Bodleian Library, containing the first 

COMPARISON OF THE MANUSCRIPTS. 

There is a general agreement among all the manuscripts, with 
the exception of the one in the Northern dialect, which is desig- 
nated here as J. This not only omits the first two stanzas and 
the last one ; but, from the eighty-seventh stanza on, there is 
no resemblance whatever between it and the others. In ad- 
dition, the variations throughout the whole poem are so numer- 
ous and so peculiar as to forbid the idea that the copy from 
which this was taken could have been the same as that from 
which the others were transcribed. It seems, indeed, as if it 
must have been written down from memory by some one in 
whose mind the original had become more or less confused and 
forgotten. Words and expressions were, in consequence, often 
put into a different order, or new ones had to be supplied ; and, 
in particular, the latter part of the poem having entirely dis- 
appeared from memory, its place was filled by an invention of 
the copyist himself, or of some one else. 

As J is the poorest of these manuscripts, that of the Cam- 
bridge University Library, marlted Gg. 4.27, and designated as 
A, is much the best, and has been taken as the basis of this 
edition. A comparison of it with the others shows in many 
instances such variations, that it seems as if it must have been 
subjeoteii to a special revision, or to have been made from a 
copy differing in some particulars from all the rest Against 
the former supposition it is to be said, that, in several cases, 
there are defects both in the words and in the metre of MS. A 
which could hardly have passed unnoticed by any careful reviser. 
Still its general superiority is -^tj marked, especially if com- 
pared with any other individual one, and not with alL This, as 
regards the metre, is often secured by the addition or omission 
of unimportant words or of grammatical endings. For the 
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purpose of bringing out more clearly the distinction between It 
and the other manuscripts, I subjoin a few of the numerous 
instances where its readings are superior, most of the instances 
where there is little or no choice, and all of the instances where 
its readings are positively inferior. la the cases mentioned 
below, MS. A is compared with all the manuscripts excepting 
J, unless the contrary is expressly stated. As against any single 
one, its superiority is much more conspicuous. 

I. Of the few instances which will be given to mark the 
superiority of MS. A, the following have reference to the 

Line 369. A alone has eueriche; the rest, eehe, or euery. 

Line 514- A has 6ttj the rest, bettre. 

Line 527. A omits Ike before foulis. 

Line 564. A omits forlh before briit^. 

Line 626. A has the correct reading by mere transposition 
of the words. Most of the manuscripts read, " Thanne wol I 
don this favour to hir that she." 

Line 632, A alone has cerlis. 

Line 670. A alone omits of hern after uke. They are un- 
necessary to the sense, and destructive to the metre. 

Line 676. A has to before I^ature. 

These are fair illustrations of the slight variations occurring 
In manuscripts where the addition of unimportant words and 
endings has the effect of either ruining or restoring the meas- 
ure. The following instances have reference to the language 
employed : — 

line 363. A reads, " The rauen wys, the crowe with vols of 
care ; " the rest, " The rauyns and crowea with hyr voyces of 
care." 

Line 391. A has brtkss the others, let, except F, which has 
mffre. 

Une 493. A has lo-ilyuered; the rest, t^-shiuered. While 
either makes good sense, the former seems preferable ; at least, 
in this country, where " sliver " as a verb is very common. 

Line 498. A alone has the order of the birds right : this is 
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the goose, the cuckoo, and the duck, as is made certaio by theif 
respective cries in the next line; but all the other manuscripts 
put the duck improperly before the cuckoo. 

Line 672, In A, Nature is called the "queen of kynde;" in 
the rest, "the goddesse." The former reading is prefeiaUe 
on account of the measure, and is justified by line 647, where 
Nature is addressed as "almyghty queen." 

II. Again: there are a number of passages in which A differs 
from all the others, and in which there is more or less liberty of 
I choice. The following are the most important of these varia- 
tions. A reference to the text will show in each case which has 
seemed, on the whole, preferable. 

Line 12. A has that; the rest, tktrt. If that be tised, it 
means "that thing rede I wel." 

line 33. A has thereon; the rest, therein. 

Line 50, A has now; the rest, here. 

Line 122. A has of; the rest, with. 

Line 123, A has gales; the rest, gate. In line 154, the 
manuscripts vary between the singular and the plural. 

Line 132. A has ouercaste; the rest, ofcaste. 

Line 143. A has for whi; the rest, for with. Though the 
former reading makes sense, there is little doubt that the latter 

Line 358. A has most; the rest, ever. 

Line 379. In A alone this celebrated line reads, " Nature 
vicarye of the almyghty Lord ; " the rest, " Nature the vicar," 
&c., as it is commonly quoted. 

Line 394. A has aboven euery degre; the rest, above yott in 
degre. 

Line 453. A has longere; the rest, lenger. 

Line 490, A has draw; the rest, wente. 

Line 305. A has quod; the rest, seyde. 

Line 509. A has onbide; the rest, abide. 

Line 558. A has so heiaie gent ; the rest omit it 

Line 560. A in this line, and in lines 562, 563, and s^ft 
speaks of the goose as masculine by using he, his, and him; 
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whereas the rest use the corresponding feminine fonna. But^ 
in line 558, A also employs the feminise hire. 

Line jSy. A has take; the rest, lavt. 

Line 571. A has kowj the rest,_>'rf. 

Line 573. A has myght; the rest, wit. 

Line 583. A alone omits al before red. 

Ljne 585. A has til that; the rest have various readings. 

line 600. A has but; the rest,_/w/. 

Line 61 1. A has sayde thanne a merlioun; the rest vaiy. 

Line 619. A has not; the rest, never. 

line 638. A has tho; the rest, hire. 

in. In addition to these, there are instances in which A has 
special readings of its own that are inferior to those found in 
the other manuscripts, and in some cases are positive blunders. 
The following arc all of any inip>ortance : — 

Line 7. A alone has slete; the rest vary, though most 
have fleti. 

Une f>$. A is peculiar in having the reading, " And was 
snmdel disseyuable and ful of harde grace." It is clearly 
wrong. 

Line 82. A has his, referring to folk. The context and 
grammar both require here. 

Line 8j. A has folwyn ioi fallen. 

Line 88. Ah^a rnysel/ioTmytedde. In this, F agrees with 
it 

Line no. A has byfom for to-torn. 

Line 125. A reads syde; the others, half The latter seema 
preferable, because it is a single gate made up of two halvet. 

line 137- A has /At/ for /A^rt, and omits /r*, which b essen- 
tial to the sense. 

Une 160. A has stalioT taste. 

line 1 70. A has thai as for wente in. 

line 204. A has erihe for ^r. 

line 261. A has febj lev Venus. Fumivall suggests that 
Phosbts is denoted by it Al any rate, it b wrong, idutever it 
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Line 401. A has yt fykyih toT you lykytk. The ordinarj 
usage of Chsucer's time required the pronoun to be in an 
oblique case with this verb. 

Une 438. A has areeU for knil. 

Line 450. A omits and. 

Line 462. A has the; the others vary between ye, she, and 
els. 

Line 471. A has that for but as. 

Line 516. A hasj^W? for synge. 

Line 518. A has onquit; the rest vary. 

IJne 551. A has he tOT hire. 

Line 577. A has tersel for turtil. The blunder is repeated 
in line 5S3. 

Line 578. A has an unnecessary _^r. 

Line 581. A has it before shewe. 

Line 593. This line in A is inferior ; the rest vary. 

Line 604. A has blythe for blyvi. 

Line 614. A has werm for wermis. 

Line 622. A has and -who for wko so. 

Line 627. A omits ryght, which is essential to the measure. 

Line 645. A iias thai for ryght. 

line 662. A has peigtiyn^ ioifeyne him. 

Line 663. A has what for guyt. 

PECULIARITIES OF MS. A. 

There are some characteristics of this manuscript which are 
preserved with such consistency, that they deserve special men- 
tion. One of these is the regular employment of 'myrt and 
thytt for my and thy. The usual practice at the time was tc 
retain the n before vowels, and sometimes before words begin 
ning with the letter k; otherwise to drop it But the copyist 
of this manuscript seems to have been a linguistic conserva- 
tive, and doubtless saw in the omission of tills final n the 
ruin of the language. So particular was he on this point, that 
In line 422, where "my lady" had been originally written, the 
my had been corrected into myn. 

The same remark is also true of no and non; the former 
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^'i^S generally employed before consonants, the latter before 
vowels. But this manuscript has in Ime 478 nott itruyst where 
the rest have no. 

Uke aJl the others, this manuscript has the usnal variations 
of spelling. Double forms of the same word occur frequently, 
and sometimes even in successive lines. For illustration, we 
have_/£// a^df(!t,/o aad/oa, cok and kok, centenct and stntenu, 
Ursel and tercel, noble and nobil, she and scke, saw and say and 
stye, ek and eke, eche and eeh, nai and not. One characteristic, 
however, which it does not share with any other manuscript, 
is the invariable spelling of /resA with the vowel a instead of e, 
as in lines 259, 334, 442, The noun denoting the agent has 
also invariably the termination -^a This may have been a 
survival from the Anglo-Saxon ; for this final e, in this cas^ 
is never pronounced, whether followed by a vowel or conso- 
nant. The words which show this ending are bildere (176), 
carUre (102), hunlert (99), jangetere (457), louere (105, 582), 
makert (199), mortkerere (353, (in), pipere (tyS), redere (132), 
skelere (iSoj, skomere (357), stroyere (360), and wrekert (361), 
and, apparently by a false analogy With these, cofere (I77)» 
laugktere {575}, piUre (177). 

The comparative form of the adjective usually ends in ert, 
the superlative in este; but forms in er and est occur. This 
final t is not pronounced except in the case of mostt {y]^. 

Another peculiarity of the spelling of this manuscript is the 
occasional doubling of the vowels e and o, giving such forms 
as cleere, deere,.greau, greite, reede, seem, tkeere, weere, and 
hoole, moore, and yoort, along with the more common forms 
with a single voweL 

But the most marked pecu^arity of the spelling of the manu- 
script is the constant use of i or y for the on^nary e of the 
terminations. This appears, not only where the usual e has 
been iveakened from an Anglo-Saxon a, o, or u, but where, in 
Anglo-Saxon itself, e was the vowel found. Thus we have tha 
nouns brolkyr, doughlyr, hungir, vtodyr, somyr, syluyr, watyr, 
wondyr,^irdyn,yryns the pronouns olkir, aHotktr; the adjec- 
tives nakyd, aldinuxtj die prepositions a/Iyr, undyr, btlwixsyH, 
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withoutyn; and the conjunctions lyfhir, neytMr, whethir. 
There are exceptions to this general statement, as in daughter 
(448), jasper (230), laurtr (182), reutr (184), afUr (59), othtr (4^ 
228j^ otfiere (690) ; but these are comparatively few. 

It is, hovever, in the inflectioo of nouns and verbs that this 
peculiarity is most consistently carried out The follvning 
statements are true of this manuscript, throwing out of con- 
uderation contracted forms. 

The genitive singular ends In is orys (A. S- es). 

The plural ends in is oryi (A. S. as). In line 193 c^myts is, 
perhaps, an exception ; but btes, line 353, is not in this niano- 

Tbe infinitive ends in yM (A. S. an) when the full lo/na 
is used, otherwise in e. The only exception is ■wextm (444). 

The second person singular of the present ends in ist or ysl. 

The third person singula of the indicative present ends in 
ythoxith. The only exertions are an()>'e/ii(ji8),P7«/A(465)k 
devyseth (317). 

The plural of both the present and of the preterit indlcadvc 
Qldsia^. 

The past participle of the old or strong verba ends In yn 
(A. S. in) if the ftdl form b used, otherwise in a The only 
exception Is ibounden (268}. 

The past participle of new or weak verba ends in yd at id. 
To this there are regularly the following exceptions: eolound 
(442), deliuerid {491), etviyned (414), ifimndtd (231)^ iihsHmrtd 
(493), iWA/(549). -kidded (T,$$). 

But when the past participle of these veriiB ended !n e, which 
was frequently inorganic, the first vowel of the terrnlnatlon 
was «, and not i oty. The following instances occur; assem- 
bUde (367), euriedt (495), engenderedt (148), tpeynttds (2S4\ 
ktU4red» (271), vntruMtdt (266). The spelling appean to hav« 
risen, in some cases, from a confusion between the Mrminations 
of the preterite and the past participle. 

On the other hand, an original t ai y of tiie root Is weakened 
into t. Examples of this are lest for list, •welt for wil, deds for 
dids, wrtu for writ*, tkrtddt iattkriddt, strit for tiiyj, strnf 
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ps for xtringis, firbrond iar firhrond,fi>rbede for frrbide,frrit 
if)t fyrst, leue for lyut. Usage is not invariable, however, esp^ 
ctatly ia the case of the last two. So, Os&Ojgret {206) appears 
in place of gras (An^o-Saxon grUs). 

TEXT OF THIS EDITION. 

Tlie text of the present edition is based tfaroughotit on MS. 
Gg. 4.27 of the Camtaidgc University Libraiy, designated here 
as MS> A. With a few exceptions, wliich will hereafter be 
noted, its spelling is foUovred throngbout. Whatever variation 
there is in other respects can be ascertained by consulting the 
reatUngs at the bottom of each page, where the word or worda 
of tbe manuscript are placed directly after the words which have 
been substituted for them in the text. 

The characters u and v are retained as tbej exist in the 
manusdipt. The former, in particular, is used so constantly ia 
our early literature where we should now use the latter, that it 
is desirable that the student should become familiar with it in 
such places, and espedaily in its position between two vowels ; 
as, for iUuitiation, tone tor love. The character v, ^lich is of 
much less frequent occurrence, is often found where we should 
now employ u, particularly at the beginning of words. The 
instances in which it is so used in this poem are in the prefix 
un, which appears as vn in vnbjnde, ■ancommyttid, vnkynde, 
vnnetke, vnio, ■vnlrewe, and In vtKfyr, vp, vpon {tkervpim\ vt, 
Viage, and vsaume. 

The character Z is sometimes found in this mannscript ; but 
as it is confined to a few words, and as even in them it is not 
always employed, its exbtence is simply denoted by Italicizing 
the letter or letters which have been substituted for it. These 
are^ or^at the beginning of aword,^ in the middle. Illus- 
trations are "gii " (i 19), "^re " (23), and rig&i (98). 

The character ]> occurs still more rarely in this manuscript. 
Whenever It does, it is represented by an Italicized /A, as in 
"orter"(46). 

The chanctery was invariably represented in this raanascript 
by a capital /. As it will not be indicated in the notes or text, 
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I give bere fbe original fbnn of tbe words and die lines in irfiidi 
thejr occur. They are langeUre (457), lamgelyngt (345), /«»f 
(346), /*&«/ (342), /*&*x^ (152)* A»s (49- 208, 669). ^"^i!? (z2fiX 
/(W (451), /uji! (496^ 6^)- In iins ^l^JV* '^ '"'^ ''> ''''^ mano- 
•cript. 

In the present state of our knowlet^ it has seemed adrisiUe 
not to make any general alteration in the spelling, or la attempt 
to reduce it to any thing lile a uniform standard. Especially is 
&is true of the linal e, which I have conclnded to let remain as 
ionnd in flie manuscript with very few exceptions, though 
sorely tempted to make changes which might easily be justified. 
Bnt the difficulties which these irregularities [iresent, especially in 
the metre, are difficulties irtuch the student should leam to ova*' 
come, at least until a wide-reaching investigation has brought 
about, among those best qualified to judge, a general agreement 
u to the use of the final t. The text, therefore, represents 
in this particular the manuscript. The same statement is true 
In the case of all words where the variation is not noted at the 
bottom of the page, with the following exceptions : — 

Wherever my and thy are found in the text, mj's and thyn 
occur in the manuscript 

Where -anl or nil (ity!) occurs in the text, ■mele or title is 
found in the manuscript The only exception is in line' 22>^ 
where ttylia the original fonn. 

Wth respect to the readings, 1 have felt under no such obli- 
gation to regard the authority of the manuscript as binding. 
The first aim must be, of course, to get a text which shall 
recommend itself on the score both of sense and of metre ; and 
to do this 1 have compared every line in all the manuscripts, or 
parts of manuscripts, which have been printed by the Chaucer 
Society. No reading has been adopted which cannot be justi- 
fied on the authority of one or more manuscripts, with the 
exception of the following instances. Of the alteradons made, 
and of the value of the text adopted, every one must judge foi 
himself. 

Lines 167, 168, — 
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All the manuscripts agree in reading haddisiin the first line, 
and shal in the second, except Caxton's text, which reads 
skolde. The Scotch MS. J ought, perhaps, to be excepted, for 
it has kaits but in no case can it be regarded as an authoritj. 

Line 256, — 

Wilh cri be nrehte and with Kplnrs in honde. 

This is the reading of MS. J, and also of Speght's edi^ou ; 
but the other manuscripts have kU either before honde, or 
before sceptre. 

Lines 353, 3S4. — 

The (walwe, morthenn of the beea mulct 
That makyn hovy of flouii< frcuhe of hewe. 

For bees the manuscripts read, without an exception, foulis, 
except B, which has _fiyes, and F, which has bryddis. These 
are all unaccountable readings. From Speght's edition I have 
taken bees. See the note on this passes. 

Une 380, — 

In this line I have inserted the first am/ for the sake of the 
measure. 

That ho^ cold, heny, l]vht, and mo^ and dreye. 

This U not found in dther the manuscripts or the printed 

editions to which I have access; nor does lyght appear in any 

of them with a final e. The reading 1 have adopted may be 

justified by the following lines, particularly the first : — 

With flouris white, blem, and yelm and lede. C1S6) 

Tbe diedlul ro, the buk, uid hcit and hynde. 09!) 

In both these cases the first and is found only in MS. A, 
though in the second its place is supplied in most of the others 
by/;l«. 

lines 388, 389, — 

Ye come for to cbne and flo yoon vr«j 
Wilh makii u I piike yaw with plaauna. 

In some manuscripts the second line reads, — 
In others it reads, — 
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The one reading makes MnxcwitboHtmetFe-, the other, metre 
vilhoat Hiue. I hare, without any authoritj, struck out the 
youre. It is pertups well to give Spegbt's reading of these 
lines, — 



In this the doe is not onlj' injarious to the metre, but is pai>> 
ticularlf lu^icioiis as belonging to Chaucer's gTammar. 
line 436y — 

Albc that (be me HKn of loiK beheue. 

There is nothing precisely like this in any tA the manuscripts. 
The nearest resemblance is in A, the reading of which will be 
found ID a footnote. The rest %tec in putting am bcfMeJAtoUc 

Line 445,— 

Of thu iimicl whHi dat ihfl hade a] ■>*■■ 

The that is found in no manuscript except J. Perhaps_^rwr& 
would be a better reading. 
Une 487, — 

Who H tluthadde leyier and euiuijngp 

There is nothing precisely like the first part of this line in an] 
of the manuscripts. They vary between " Who that had(de) ' 
of most, " Who-so hath " of E, and " But who tliat hath " of 
F. Speght's edition has " Who so that had." 

Une 524, — 

I dinje at enn; flok Ihat t» on calk. 

This follows Caxton's text, except in substitutingy&it itufolt. 
The others vary considerably. In Speght's edition the line 
reads as follows : — 



None of the manuscripts have this reading ; but B and D 
differ from it only in inserting to before btn. Tiie omission of 
to after oughle is common in Chaucer. One illnstratiou of it 

occurs in line 437. 
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Une64i, — 

None of the taoAuscripts hava pndsely this reading. Tlie 
word like is found only in E. 

Those who dislike any of the above readings can have the 
geDii[ne text of the MS- by consulting the forms given at the 

bottom of the page. 

GRAMMATICAt FORMS. 
Under this heading will be given the priocipal granima.tical 
forms in which the language of Chaucer in this poem differs 
from that now in use. To a certain extent, these statements are 
true only of the manuscript upon which this text is based, and 
may not'be true of other poems, or of other manuscripts of this 

MOUNS. 
The genitive snignlar ends In -is or -ys. 

u Nit (7a) vn nlher to be regarded u u IttributiTQ 



The Anglo-Sason consonant, or weak declension, is repre- 
sented by two words, —fen (103]^ " foes," and eyen (172, 341^ 

Phuais wfiicb have the same form as the singular are ven 
(1x4, 141) a.ad jrier (473), and periiaps voys also in lines 191 
tnd 54;. The words fb/k and Jintl an: ccdlective nonna, except 
in line 278, where the latter is plural. 

PRONOUNS. 

In Chaucer, ifie nominative plnral of the pronoun of the sec- 
ond person is always j"?, atvttyowy the objective plural always 
^ypw, never _y*. 

The plural of the pronoun of the third person varies from 
modem English as follows : — 
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Nam. diey, they. 

Gen. here, (heir. 

Obj. hem, them. 

la Ae case of the reflexive pronouns, stlf undergoes no 

change in the plural; and therefore Ann M^(z23,234)represents 

" themselves." The singular f onn, my seluyn, " myself," occurs 

in line 297. 

In Chaucer's time, besides the older forms, oure, yimre, hire, 
here, there were also equivalent absolute forms ending in s and 
in ff, as oure, oures, ouren. The first two occur frequently in 
Chaucer. In this text we have oure, " ours," in line 54J ; youre, 
" yours," in line 642 ; and hirt, " hers," in line 588 ; but also 
hires, " hers," in line 482. 

ADJECTIVES, 

The following general statements may be made in regard to 
the adjective. 

When the adjective is definite, tliat is, when it is preceded 
by the definite article, or a demonstrative or possessive pro- 
noun, it ends in ey the longe day (21), this shorte leisetiH 
{6og),Mat ilie day (433), his sharpe lok (331}, tnyn eldt boh 
(no). 

To this rule there are a number of exceptions. The most 
important, as regards this poem, are, that adjectives ending in 
Jul do not take e; nor generally do adjectives of Romance 
origin, nor those consisting of two or more syllaUes ; as M^ 
dredful joye {^, md his creviei yre (ti). 

When the adjective is indefinite, it does not take a final e,' as 
teh man (161), of long seruyse (470). 

, Occasional exceptitiQs will be found to this rule. Adjectives 
which end in e do not, of course, come under it. 
, The plural of monosyllabic adjectives ends m ej as Me 
/eldys(z:ii. 

In tliifl muiuBcrrpl there seeiDfl 1o have been ui intentioD on the put of flie loibfl 
todenntE the pliinla[*u by *it(, and the plunloE Hornby nirrHi; uiiir/fnr{iai), 
kitr anvix {iji\ jatpfwffvw Ci7x)< But it IS Dot carried through with UTGDOiiBt* 



GRAMMATICAL FORMS. 41 

VERBS. 

The iafinitive ends nsually in e; also '\a.yn, as stondyn. 

Tor Tuiatioiu ia nt, was page m. 

The following is die scheme of the terminatiooa of tlie present 
tense of the verb, of Ixith the old or strong conjugation, and of 
the new or weak : — 



I. *, I. yn, e. 

3. ist,yst, z. yn, e. 

3. itk,yth, 3. 3m,e. 

According to the above scheme, the verb comyn or eomt 
would be inflected in the present tense as follows:— 



_ f com-bt, 

'■ icon-yst, . "•"■1^ 

'■ieom-yth. 

The present participle in this text ends invariably in yitge, as 
eoM-yng^. 

A contracted form of the third person singular, ending in t, 
is found in certain veii>s of Teutonic origin, whose roots termi< 
Date m i^ /, or s. 

The following are those found in the text of this poem : — 
. blent (6oo)=blindeth. last (49)=lasleth, 

cheest (623)=chooseth. let (isi)=Ietteth. 

flit(3)=fleeth. lesl(622j=Ustetb. 

fyght(t03)=fif^teth. met {104, loj) ^ metteth, Le^ 

dreams. 

In the manuscript occur also slit (3) for slidtth, and slant 
(iSS) for standith. In the above list, fh^est is not in the manu- 
script, which has chesith. 

There are also a few verbs which drop the connecting vowel 
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i or y, such as have, seye, st; giving forms like hath, seyth, and 
sefh, in the third person singular; and hart or havt, styn or 
seyt, stK or se, in the pluraL 

The only exception in this MS. to the first person singular 
ending in e is sty, in lines 14 and 477 ; but, in line 566, ieyt is 
found. Of course, the preterite-presents skal, can, dar, and so 
forth, are excepted; as likewise irregular verbs like do. 

For infinitives and plurals of the present in en, and for third 
persons singular in tik, see page 34. 

The imperative has a plural which ends iaytk, ith (lit). The 
examples in this poem are takith (543), kerkenytk (564), graunt- 
ytk {643), beth (660), sentyth (660). In line 462, tak ye is an 
exception ; though here most of the manuscripts have tak she, 

PRETERITE OF THE STROIfO CONJUGATION. 

The preterite of the old or strong conjugation does not differ, 
save in orthography, from the forms now in use, with the excep- 
tion of the two following instances ; — 

In Une 154, shof\& found for shoved. This verb has now 
passed entirely over to the weak conjugation. 

In line 297, ivelk occurs for waited The manuscripts vary; 
but the majority have the latter form. 

Drow (490) for drew, ches (417) for chose, and say (2(i) for 
the more usual saw, are merely instances of ortbograptucal 
variation. 

In Anglo-Saxon, the first and third persons singular of most 
of the strong verbs had the vowel of the root different horn the 
vowel of the second person singular and of the plural: as ie 
iegan, " I began;" tve begunnon, "we begun." This distinction, 
from which originated the double form of the preterite in modern 
English, was more or less observed in Chaucer's time. It is 
pretty faithfully carried out in this manuscript in the very few 
instances in which plural preterites of the strong conjugation 
are found. 

Gan is the preterite singular, gunne the preterite plural, as 
will be seen in lines 257, 283, 531, and yjj; but in line 312 » 
plural joi* occurs. 
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Can and shall are originally preterites. Can is the singulaT 
fono, cunne the plural, as in line 332. Skal is the singulai 
fonn, ihulile) the plural, as in lines 5J, 80, 229, 400, 4011, 658 , 
but, in line 83, skal occurs as a pluraL 

Tlie preterite ^wa^ (quoth) undergoes no change in the plural 
in line J40, — the only place where it is used in that number. 

The past participle ends in yn («) or e, and frequendy with i 
(Anglo-Saxon ge) prefixed ; as ibottnden (26S). The n final is 
^metimes dropped where in modem English it is retained; as 
do (683), " done." 

PRETERITE AND PAST PARTICIPLE OF THE WEAK COW- 

JUGATION. 

The terminations of the preterite of the weak conjugations 
are seen in the following scheme : — 

Singshr. Plsnl. 

I. ede, de, tc^ 1 edyn, ede, 

3. , \ dyn, de. 

3. ede, de, te, ( tyn, te. 



The following are examples 



5 daunsedyn. 
t daunsede. 



The past paticiple ends in yd, id, and d or tj as passid, 
formyd, fild. 

Beside the contracted forms rent aad knit, the forms abaihat 
(447X bordit (589), and the partidpial adjective disfigurat (2Z2\ 
are to be noted. 

Ths preterite is frequently denoted by the past tense of tht 
verb {M used with tlte Infinitive, usually corresponding to tlu 
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modem English did under the same circumstances ; as So 
huge a noyse gan they make (2\'2\ vihtn gan md.fr«= did make 

^made. 

METRE. 
In this poem, as generally in Giaucer, the line consists of 

ten syllables, five unaccented and five accented ; or an unac- 
cented syllable is added at the end, making the line consist of 
eleven syllables. Whether this final unaccented syllable shall 
be invariably pronounced is a matter that may be left to the 
taste of the individual reader. It may have been always pro- 
nounced in Chaucer's time ; but when the eleventh syllable 
ends, as it very frequently does, in e, its pronunciation is apt 
to be disagreeable to modem ears. 

The general rule in regard to the pronunciation of the final 
t within the verse is, that it is pronounced before words begin- 
ning with a consonant, but that it is elided, and therefore not 
pronounced, before words beginning with a vowel, before the 
personal pronouns of the third person beginning with the 
letter A, and frequendy before various forms of the verb have. 

The following metrical analysis of the first stanza will show 
the working of this rule. Unaccented syllables have over them 
the mark (") ; accented, the mark {"). When, in any case, a 
vowel is not pronounced, though not coming under the opera- 
tion of the rule, it is enclosed in a parenthesis. 

TllC Iff I sB >hsn I iht crafi I >a ISng I 16 Itm I e, 
ThlKay [ ifi shSip, I ti talrd ] Ihi coDq { vttju£ | a, 
Th[ diEd I fill joye | Xaitt \ ihat Sll | iS jtn \ t, 
Jll tliii I mtne T | bi ]Sii(e), | lUl mf | tfifai \ a 
AitSo I y£lb wilh I his bod | djfif ill | wtrkfDg | e 
SB (Occ I lob, { (Mt whan 1 1 on I faJFm ibfoli | e, 
NU »Bt I I nS I whei tbll 1 1 flelE | Or i^at \ e. 

The reader must also be prepared to throw the accent on a 
different syllable in the word from that now accented ; as 

Of hb|iBMk|n9lBd|M*orC«|«lrr|e (ii). 

To the general rule there are numerous exceptions. The 
only safe principle for the student to follow is, that Chaucer did 



METRE. 45 

not write an inhannontous line ; and, if one appears so, the line 
is either corrupt or the manner of reading it is incorrect At 
the same time, a careful study of the following examples will 
enable the inexperienced reader to overcome the most frequent 
difficnities that present themselves. 

The accented syllable sometimes precedes the unaccented ; as 
euedra 

QuSdth«|t<lnil|If[i|Uro<li|)>wfl <]»). 

A final e is frequently not pronounced when the next word 
b^ns with a consonant, as in loue al line 4 of the first Stanza. 
This is almost invariably the case with the final 1 of the ter- 
mination tde (not di) of the preterite tense, of the termination 
ynge of the present participle, of nouns ending in ere denoting 
the agen^ and of the possessive pronouns oure, youre, hire^ 
wt^here. 

XK3i]|nJM#|l'4')l°E|[5rie|bChrn<]|s (lE). 
Tbiia7;|/>ijK()f7r|ihicip|iCu[e)cleih|tat>Uya|c (17^. 

And IhSt I oMf) piis | tot wSrld | [> lya | f> ipic 1 • (]3X 
Th«bid|brn|tb>waig|bidvilh|AIr{i)wIl|a (11^ 
yec9m|(Br|iachta:|aiidfle|jwdr(')<^r (}SS). 
SanKtibEi|;Edch£m]Mr<()l»;iI|dUfarth|[al»;n(|c (i9i> 

On the other hand, a final e is sometimes pronounced when 
Qie next word begins with a vowel, especially when it occuib 
before the cxsnral pause; as kynde in 

J[flfT|yolU<<}l'ri><l|itEil(e)r|ICIul*|ya«]l^|f(li (4«). 

The ending es (is, ys) of the genitive singular and of the 
nominative plnral usually makes a distinct syllable in mono- 
syllabic nouns : but in polysyllabic it is usually united with 
g syllable by the elision of the vowel ; as, — 



Contractions occur frequently. Thus ne haddt Is often to 
be pronounced nadde; ne is, to be pronounced msj wheihert to . 
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be prononnced wher, In «Iucii waj it b freqiKntly wifttea; 
euert and neuere are sounded like the modem ^er and M«'«r, 
and AWr Eke </er. The TOweU «, i, or y, aJid sometinies 
olhen, are often either eUded, or lagndly glided over, cspedaUy 
when they belong to termiaationa. Examples of these oontno 
tiontare, — 

Jliid!k|I«Aa^|^tldt|ib)hi(ihIt|I<Ald|« (91^ 
Jlod Id I fSSct I tI> M I w( wlwn I lU nCrc (619]. 
FBrffio-ld/vUKOIUdlllmfuvirlbcIitl. <iji). 
OHO)'*!' |lI>^oi*l<c»ni|b{aiTer| t6<r&'l* (>))■ 
JL>d4n|tl>aih!it0|A<7)d>>™|O<^|bI (4IS)- 

TUth!f|ibCcboiigbe|lbida|iUj'.i«f('y|J^')prc (Ml). 
TliUf^()|':l'>l«''(OI>lilU<KOcSmc|Ti>tS|hIiiiUe|i (68). 
CB4«Cr>/|Ulhl»w|wliIltld)|lU«Sild|BlrdOr|a (feiO. 
Al iiXr)« I am T I P*w m I bid tpld I tU fas I s (iji). 

BinliSid(c)|iiii»pE>]tlkisi4;iiOM|ti4DT>l«s (iTi)- 

Sa (Or I .U2(i(>V I «!« >U I ijn dm I mtBT I a (447)- 

Other vowels are sometimes elided beside «, or rai^y 
gilded over ; as, — 



On the other hand, an « in the middle of a word ia frequently 
pronounced where it would not be in modem English ; as, — 

Iprlr<e>|ta]'D«|tUibI|mf fOglEmEnt (431). 
ThBt)irB>|tilSlil,|thttrSst|JF/i/./|^/an (364)- 

Sever^ other variations from modern pronunciation occur, 
which practice in reading will enable the student to become 
familiar with, and practice alone ; as, in the following lines, 
tculi't is 3 trisyllable, and auncestre{auri stet^ is a dissyllable. 

Xadlr(b«(lBdi3tail*|iUtltim|&dwlll|e (uX 
AndhSw|lifeIuB|ditnJU|f4cIa|>lld&|a (41}- 

There are also a large number of instances in this maniua^t 
where the final * of soiub and verbs la not pronounced befors 



a consonant, and some instances in the case of other parts of 
spe«h. In thb respect, manuscripts vai^. 

Many things, it may be stated in conclnston, have been em- 
braced in the Introduction, which should, perhaps, more strictly 
have found a place is the notes. But it has seemed, on the whole, 
a more satisfactory arrangement to state by themselves the 
observations that were made on any particular topic, ra.dierthaa 
leave them scattered up and down various pages ; especially so 
when they are not of interest to all, but to a comparative few. 
The glossary has been made as full as possible, in order to 
reduce the necessity of annotation to the lowest point. If my 
own experience goes for any thing, nothing is more harmful, in 
the editing of an English classic, than notes, which, in passages 
at all obscure, explain, or set out to explain, the meaning of an 
author, when the discovery of the meaning does not depend 
upon the knowledge of a particular fact, or of the sense of a 
particular word, but upon the exercise by the student of his own 
reflective powers. Especially is this true of most points of 
doubtful or disputed interpretation. The student in almost 
every case is certain to take the meaning assigned to the pas- 
sage in the notes, without any thought on his own part ; and, in 
consequence, he loses entirely one of the most desirable results 
of the proper study of an author in one's own tongue, — the 
power of forming independent judgment, the faculty of clearing 
up for one's self difficulties which require for their solution not 
knowledge, but attention and reflection. Notes ought to explain 
references to facts at all obscure ) for facts are infinite, and no 
one has a right to assume that what is familiar to him is neces- 
sarily familiar to others. But with these given, and all unciom- 
mon tneanings of words defined, the student should be required 
to .find out for himself in most instances, the sense of his 
ftudior. 

The remarks upon grammar and versification are based almost 
entirely upon Prof. Child's " Observations upon the Language 
of Chancer," contained in the Memoirs of the American Acad- 
emy of Alts aAd Sciences, new series, vol viii^ part li. It 
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The lyf so short, the craft so long to leroe, 
Thassay so sharp, so hard the conquerynge, 
The dredful joye aiwey that flit so^j^rae, 
Al this mene I be loue, that my felynge 
Astonyeth with his wondyiful werkynge 
So sore iwis, that whan I on hym thynke, 
Nat wot I wel wher that I flete or synke. 

IL 
For al be that I knowe nat Loue in dede, 
Ne wot how that he quitith folk here hyre, 
yit happith me ful ofte in bokis rede 
Of his niyraklis and his crewel yre ; 
There rede I wel he wii be lord and syre: 
I dar nat sejm, his strokis been so sore, 
But God save swich a lord; I can na more. 

III. 
Of vsage, what for lust and what for lore. 
On bokis rede I ofte as I ^ow tolde. 
But wherf ore that I speke al this ? Nat ^n 
Agon, it happede me for to beholde 
Vpon a bok was write with letteris olde ; 
And thervpon a certeyn thing to leme, 
The longe day ful f aste I redde and jietae. 

i.lln,f\]migt. Bold I. Ml. II. inn-f] That. 

J. yiiO t^t- 14- [cu] Ky. 

J. lAiU<rritSl Atton^ 14. [iwrrf mooca. 

J. tj&fcl slele. ij. [y*r*] juotb. 

KL (r*(i] rMde. 19. Iwri^l wm«. 
■ ». Ikit before n^fTMUu} hu& |c 
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For out of olde feldys, as men sey, 
Comyth al this newe corn from y^x toytie ; 
And out of olde bokis, in good fey, 
Comyth al this newe science that men lere. 
But now to purpos as of this matere : — 
To rede forth so gan me to delite 
That al that day methou^Ate but a lyte. 



This bok, of which I make mencioan, 

Entytlid was right thus as I schal telle : — 30 

"Tullyus of the Drem of Scipion;" 

Chapiteris seuene it hadde of heuene and helle, 

And erthe, and soulis that therein dwelle, 

Of whiche, as shortly as I can it trete, 

Of his centence I wil^w seyn the grete. 35 



Fyrst tellith it whan Scipion was come 
In AfEiik, how he metyth Massynisse, 
That hym for joie in armys hath inopie : 
Thanne teHyth he here speche and of the blysse 
That was betwix hem til the day gan myssej 
And how his auncestre, Affrycan so dere, 
Gan in his slep that nigAt to hym apere. 



[«0oH«. 


J5- [gT-'l'lertta. 


HS.hu e/bd<Ht>-«cuw 


L. V [««{«*] meiyli. 


hmtxIiiJitutyMu 


».!,/«*,] -pchc. 


[riein>i- 




IJf^wlwihi™. 


4o.[(iV/Wiliililuil 


[/^».]thecua. 


„. [Ar,]d.m. 
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VII. 
Thaime tellith it, that from a sterry place, 
How Affrycan halh hym Cartage schevdd, 
And warnede hym beforn of al his grace. 
And seyde what man, lernyd oC/ier lewid. 
That lovith comoun profyt, wel ithcwid, 
He shal into a blysful place wende, 
There as joye is <^at last withou^n ende. 



VIII. 
Thanne azede he, if folk that here been dede, 
Han lyf and dwellynge in anothir place ; 
And AiErican seyde, Ke, withoutyn drede ; 
And that oure present worldis lyuys space 
Nys but a maner deth, what weye we trace ; 
And rightful folk schul gon aftyr they deye 
To heuene, and schewede hym the galaxye. 



Thantie shewede he hym the lite! erthe that here is. 

At regard of the heuenys quantite ; 

And after shewede he hym the nyne speris; 

And aftyr that the melodye herde he, 6a 

That comyth of thilke speris thryes thrC, 

That welle is of musik and melodye 

In this world here and cause of armonye. 

48. [»*«/] »hiilito. J6. lgal^xy.\ galTJTB. 

|o. \.htri\ Doir. j/. littt not In Ihi* US. 
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Than bad he hym, syn erthe was so lyte, 
And ful of turment and of harde grace, 
That he ne schulde hym in this world delyte : 
Thanne tolde he hym, in certeyn _yeris space. 
That euery sterre shulde come into hU place, 
Ther it was ferst ; and al schulde out of mynde, 
That in this world is don of al mankynde. 



Than preyede hym Scipion to telle hym al 
The weye to come into that heuene blis : 
And he seyde, " Know thyself ferst immortal, 
And loke ay besyly thow werche and wysse 
To comoun profit, and thow shalt not mysse 
To comyn swiftly to this place deere, 
That ful of blysse is and of soulys cleere. 

XII. 
" But brekeris of the lawe, soth to seyn. 
And lykerous folk, aftyr that they ben dede, 
Schul whirle aboute therthe, alwey in peyne, 
Tyl manye a world be passid, out of drede. 
And that for^uyn is here wickid dede ; 
Than shal /Aeycome into this blysful place 
To whiche to comyn God synde us his grace." 

«j. vs. nad<. And mi ivmdrl Oit- ri- «^ belon nWu not in (hi 

ifimaiUajid fid rf liar ditraet. 7a. [ jnJn-u] brelicii, 

«6. [M(i] the. Bs. UhtrOu] Mas 

tt. \ScifitH\ CTproB. >>- lltn mchid] U* mkad. 

73. limmvial\ liuDsitiL 83. [csukI comyn. 

n. [i4i/«]>l>U- M-itunotinthuUS. 
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XIII. 
The day gan failen, and the derke ny^t, 
That revith bestis from here besynesse, 
Berafte me my bok for lak of lyght, 
And to my bedde I gan me for to dresse, 
Fulfyld of thoHf/it and buiy heuynesse ; 
For bothe I hadde thyng which that I nolde, 
And ek I ne hadde that thyng that I wolde. 



XIV. 
But fynally my spirit at the laste, 
Forwery of my labour al the day, 
Tok reste, that made me to s!epe faste ; 
And in my slep I mette, as tlfaX I lay, 
How AJirican vjghx. in the same aray 
That Scipion hym saw byfore that tyde. 
Was come and stod iSght at my bedis syde. 



The wery himtere, slepynge in his bed, 

To wode a^n his mynde goth anon ; 

The juge dremyth how his pleis been sped; 

The cartere drem)rth how his cartis gon ; 

The riche of gold, the knyght fy^At with his fon ; 

The syke met he drynkyth of the tunne ; 

The louere met he hath his lady wonne. 



i5.0a«lMwr». 


VJ.\.S<:ipi«i[y 


«a.I^i«SJ/]nijniKl(. 


W [«™l "J. 


V>.«rf»AiiMii>U>»H5. 


W.. [UrJtuM. 



91. aiU\,Atnt3viig,TuA\a^^V&. 
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XVI. 
I can nat seyti if that the cause were 
For I hadde red of Affrican byforn, 
That made me to mete that he stod there ; 
But thus seyde he : " Thow hast the so wel bom 
In lokynge of myn ol(^ bok to-torn, 
Of whiche Macrobye roughte nat a lyte, 
That somdel of thy labour woMe I quyte." 



Cytherea, thow blysful lady swete ! 

That with thy firbrond dauntist whom thow lest, 

And madist me this sweuene for to mete, 115 

Be thow myn helpe in this, for thow mayst best I 
As wisly as I saw the north-north-west. 
Whan I began my sweuene for to write 
So ^ me myght to ryme and ek tendyte. 



This forseyde AfErican me hente anon, 130 

And forth with h)Tn vnto a gate brou^<f te 

Ry^iSt of a'park, vallid with grene ston ; 

And ouyr the gate with letteris large iwrought 

There were vers iwritea, as me thou^At, 

On eythir halfe, of ful gret difference, 125 

Of which I schal now seyn the pleyn sentence ; — 
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tffB PARLAMENT OF F6ULES. 

XIX. 

" Thurh me men gon into that blysful plaCe 
Of hertis Iiele and dedly woundis cure ; 
Thurli me men gon vnto the welle of grace, 
There grene and lusty May shal euere endure j 
This is the weye to al good auenture ; 
Be glad, thow redere, and thy sorwe of caste ; 
Al opyn am I, passe in, and sped the faste." 



" Thurh me men gon," than spak that othir syde, 
" Vnto the mortal strokis of the spere, 
Of whiche disdayn and dauoger is the gyde ; 
There neuere tre shal freut ne leuys bere ; 
This strem^yow ledith to the sorweful were, 
There as the fisch in prysoun is al drye ; 
The eschuyng is only the remedye." 

XXI. 
These vers of gold and blak iwriten were. 
Of whiche I gan astonyd to beholde ; 
For with that on encresede ay my fere, 
And with that othir gan myn herte bolde; 
That on me hette, that othir dede me colde ; 
No wit hadde I, for errour, for to cliese 
To entre or flen, or me to saue or lese. 
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TffB PARLAMBNT OF FOtTlES. 

XXII. 
Bight as betwixsyn adamauntis two 
Of euene laygAt a pece of yryn se^ 
Ne hath no myght to meue too ne fro, 
For what that on may hale, that othir le^ 
Ferde I that nyste whethir me was bet 
To entre or leue, til Af&ycan, my gide. 
Me heote and shof in at the gate wide. 



xxrn. 
And seyde, " It stondith writyn in thy face 
Thyn errour, though thow telle it not to me ^ 
But dred the not to come into this place ; 
For this writyng nys nothyng ment bi the, 
Ne by non but he Louys servaunt be ; 
For thow of loue hast lost thy taste, I gesse, 
As sek man- hath of swet and byttymesse. 



XXIV. 
" But natheles, althow that thow be dul, 
Kit that thow canst not do ^t mayst thow Be ; 
For roanye a man that may nat stonde a pul. 
It Ukyth hym at wrastelyng lor to be, 165 

And demyn ^t, wher he do bet or he ; 
And there if thow hast cunnyng for tendite, 
I shal the shewe mater of to wryte." 
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THE PARLAMENT OF FOULES. 
XXV. 
With that myn hand he tok in his anon. 
Of whiche I comfort kaughte, and wente in faste. : 
But Lord t so was I glad and wei begon I 
For oueral where that I mynne eyen caste. 
Were treis clad with leuys that ay shal laste, 
Eche in his kinde of colour fressh and greene 
As emeroude, that joy it was to seene. 



XXVI. 

The byldere ok, and ek the hardy assh, 
The pilere elm, the cofere vnto carayne, 
The box tre pipere, holm to whippis lasch. 
The saylynge fyr, the cipresse deth to pleyne, 
The shetere ew, the asp for shaftys pleyne, 
The olyue of pes, and ek the dronke vjme, 
The victor paUn, the laurer to deuyne. 



XXVII. 
A gardyn saw I ful of blosmy bowys, 
Vpon a ryuer in a grene mede. 
There as that swetnesse eueremore inow is, 
Widi flouris white, blewe, and^lwe, and rede, 
And colde welle stremys, nothyng dede, 
That swymyn ful of smate fischis lite, 
With fynnys rede and skalis syluyr bry^Ate 
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THE PARLAMENT OP FOULES. 

xxviri. 
On euery bow the bryddis herde 1 synge,, 190 

With voys of aungel in here armonye ; 
Some besyede hem here bryddis forth to bryng-e ; 
The litele conyes to here pley guime hye ; 
And ferthere al aboute I gan aspye 
The dredful ro, the buk, and hert and hynde, 195 
Squyrelis, and bestis smale of gentil kynde. 

XXIX. 

Of instnimentis ctf stringis in acord 

Herde I so pleye a rauyshing swetnesse. 

That God, that makeie is of al and lord, 

Ne herde neuere betyr, as I gesse : 300 

Therwith a wynd — onethe it myght be lesse — 

Made in the leuys grene a noyse softe 

Acordaunt to the bryddis song alofte. 



XXX. 

The eyr of that place so attempre was, 
That neuere was greuaunce of hot ne cold ; 
There was ek euery holsum spice and gtas ; 
Ne no man there may waxe sek ne old ; 
yit was there joye more a thousand fold 
Than man can telle, ne neuere was it nyghte, 
But ay cler day to any manys syghte. 
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THB PARLAMENT OF FOULSS. 

XXXI. 

Vndyr a tre besyde a welle I say 

Cupide cure lord his arwis forge and file ; 

And at his fet his bowe al redy lay ; 

And wel his doughtyr.temperede al the whyle 

The hedis in the welle, and with hire wile 

She couchede hem aftyr as they sbulde serve, 

Some for to sle, and some to wouade and kerve. 



XXXII. 
Tho was I war of Plesaunce anon ryght, 
And of Aray, and Lust, and Curteysie, 
And of the Craft that can and hath the myght 
To don by force a wight to do folye ; 
Disfigurat was she, I nyl nat lye ; 
And by hemself vndyr an ok, I gesse, 
Saw I Delyt that stod with Gentilesae. 



XXIII. 
I saw Beute withoutyn any atyr. 
And Kouthe full of game and jolyte, 
Fool-hardynesse, and Flaterye, and Desyr, 
Messagerye, and Meede, and othtr thre ; 
Here namys shul not here be told for me : 
And vpon pileris grete of jasper longe. 
I saw a temple of bras ifounded stronge. 
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THE PARLAMENT OP POULES. 

XXXIV. 
Aboote that temple daonsedyn alwey 
Wemen inowe, (A whiche some thcr were 
Fajre kA. hetnself, and some of hem were gaj; 
In kirtelis al discheuele wente they there ; 
That was here o%s alwey j«r be ^ere ; 
And on die temple of dovis white and fayre 
Saw I qrUynge manye an hundred peyre. 



XXXV. 

Byfore Ibe temple dore ful sobyrly 
Dame Pes sat with a curtyn in hire hond ; 
And by hire syde, wondyr discretly, 
Dame Pacience syttynge there I food 
With face pale vpon an hil of sond ; 
And aldiraezt, withlnne and ek withoute, 
B]4ieste and Art, and of here folk a route. 



XXXVL 
Wthinne the temple, <A s^^ bote as fyr 
I herde a swow that gan aboute renne ; 
Whiche sikis were engendiid with desyr. 
That madyn euery auter for to brenne 
Of newe Saume : and wel espyed I thenne, 
That al the cause of sorwe that they diye 
Cam fA the bittere goddesse Jelosye. 
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THE PARLAMENT OF FOULES. 

XXXVIL 
The god Friapus saw I, as I wente, 
Withtnne the temple in souereyn place stonde, 
In swich aray as whan the asse hym shente, 
With cri be nyghte and with septure in honde: 
Fill besyly men gunne asaye and fonde 
Vpon his hed to sette of sundry hewe 
Garlondis ful of flourtys fresshe and newe. 



And in a priue comer in desport 36c 

Fond I Venus and hire porter Richesse, 

That was ful noble and hautayn of hyre porte ; 

Derk was that place, but aftyrward lightnesse 

I saw a lyte — vnnethe it my^te be lesse ; 

And on a bed of gold sche lay to reste, 265 

1^1 that the bote sunne gan to weste. 



Hyre gilte heris with a goldene thred 
Ibounden were, vntressed as sche lay, 
And nakyd from the brest vp to the hed 
Men myghte hyre sen ; and, sothly for to say. 
The remcnaunt was wel kcuered, to my pay, 
Ryght with a subtyl couercheif of Valence ; 
Ther nas no thikkere clothe of defense. 
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r^S J?ARIAMENT OP POUISS. 
XL. 

The place gai a thousand sauouris sot^ 

And Bacus, god of wyn, sat hire besyde, aJS 

And Ceres neit, that doth of hungir bote j 

And, as I seyde, amyddis lay Cypride, 

To wham on kneis two ^nge folk there cryde 

To ben here heipe ; but thus I let hem lye, 

And fenbere in the temple I gan espie 380 

XLL 
That^ in dJspit of Dyane the chaste, 
Fill manye a bowe ibroke hyng on the *ral 
Of maydenys, swiche as gunne here tymys waste 
In byre seniyse ; ipejmted was oueral 
Ful manye a story, of whiche I touche shal 285 

A fewe, 33 of Caliste, and Athalante, 
And manye a mayde of whiche the name I wante. 

XLII. 
Semyramis, Candace, and Hercules, 
Biblis, Dido, Thisbe and Piramus, 
Tristram, Isoude, Paris, and Achilles, ago 

Eleyne, Cleopatre, and Troilus, 
Silla, and ek the raodyr of Romulus : — 
Alle these were peyntid on that othir syde. 
And al here loue, and in what plyt they deyde. 
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tJiB PASLAMBNT OF POULBS. 

XLIII. 
Whaif I Was come a^n vnto the place 
That I of spak, that was so sote and grene. 
Forth welk I tho my seluyn to solace : 
Tho was I war whsr that ther sat a queue. 
That, as dt lyght the someris Sunne 5h«ia 
Passith the sterre, right so ouermesure 
She fayrere: was^ than an" c^reature. 



XLIV. 
And in a launde, vpon an hil of llouris, 
Was set this noble goddesse Nature; 
Of braunchis were hire hallis and hire bouria 
Iwrought after hire cast and hire mesure; 305 

Ne there was foul that comyth of engendrare, 
That they ne were al prest in hire presence 
To take hire dom and ^ve hire aucfyence. 

XLV. 

For this was on seynt Valentines day, 

Whart euerybryd comyth there to ches« his tAake, 310 

Of euery kynde that men thynke may ; 

And that so huge a noyse gan they make, 

That erthe, and eyr, and tre, and euery lake 

So &1I was, that onethe Was there space 

For me to stonde, so ftrf wa» al the [dace. 315 






^HE PARLAMENT OF FOULES. 

XLVL 
And right as Aleyn in the Picynt of Kynde 
Deuyseth Natur in aray and face ; 
In swich aray men myghte hire there fynde. 
This nobil emperesse, ful of grace, 
Bad cuery foul to take his owene place, 
As they were wont alwey, from .j«r to ^re, 
Seynt Valentines day to stondyn there. 

XLVII. 
That is to seyn, the fouUs of rauyne 
Were heyest set ; and thanne the foulis smal«, 
That etyn as hem nature wolde enclyne, 
As werm, or thyng of whiche I telle no tale ; 
And watyr foul sat loweste in the dale ; 
But foul that lyuyth be sed sat on the grene, 
And that so fete that wondyr was to sene. 



There myghte men the ryal cgle fynde, 330 

That with his sharpe lok persith the sunne; 

And othere eglis of a lowere kynde 

Of whiche that clerkis wel deuyse cunne : 

Ther was the tiraunt with his federys dunne 

And greye, I menc the goshauk that doth pyne 335 

To biyddis for his outrageous rauyne. 
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THE PARLAMENT OF FOVLES. 6j 

XLIX. 

The gentyl faucon, that with his feet distraynyth 
The kyngis handj the hardy sperhauk eke, 
The quaylU £00 ; the merlyon that paynyth 
HymseU ful ofte the larke for to seke ; 340 

There was the dove with hire eyen meke ; 
The jelous swan agtns hire deth that syngith ; 
The oule ek that of deth the bode bryngyth. 



The crane, die geaun^ with his trompis soun, 

The thef the choughe, and ek the jangelynge pye, 545 

The skoraynge jay, the elis fo heroun, 

The false lapwynge ful of trecherye. 

The starlyng that the conseyl can bewreye, 

The tame niddok and the coward kyte. 

The kok that orloge is of thorpis lyte, 350 

LL 
The sparwe Venus sone, the nyh^gale 
That clepith forth the grene leuys newe ; ■ 
The swalwe, mortherere of the bees smale 
That makyn hony of flouria fresshc of hewe ; 
The wedded turtil with hire herte trewe ; 355 

The pokok with his aungelis federys br^hte ; 
The fesaunt, skomere of the cok be nyghte. 
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TBB PARCABtSST Of POULSS. 

LIL 

The vakyr goos, &e cokkow enere Tokyndc^ 

The popynja}'' ful of delicasye, 

The drake stroyere of hb owene kynde, 360 

The stork the wrekere of avouterye, 

The hote comieraunt of glotenye, 

The laiien wys, the crowe with vois of cai^ 

The tbtostel old, the fros^ feldefare. 



. What shnlde I seyn ? Of foulys eneiy^ kynds 365 
That in this world hath federis and stature, 
Men myghtyn in that place assembled fynde 
Byfore the noble goddesse Nature : 
And eueriche of hem dede his besy cure 
Benygnely to chese or for to take, 3]ro 

By hire acord, his formel or his make. 



or. 

But to the p<^t Nature held on hire bond 

A formele egle, of shap the gentilleste, 

That euere she among hire werkis fond, 

The moste benynge and the goodlieste : 

In hire was eueri vertu at his reste 

So fer forth, that Nature hire self hadde blysse 

To loke on hire, and ofte hire bek to kysse. 



TBE PARLAMMNT OF F<yULM3. 



Nature the viker of the Almyghty Lord, 

That hot, cold, heuy, lyght, and mo,y%t, and dt^e, 380 

Hath knyt with euene nonmberis of acord, 

In esy voys gan for to speke and seye, 

"FonliB, tak hed of my centence, I preye; 

And for^oure ese in fortherjmg of joure nede. 

As iaste as I oc? speke I wil ^ow spede. 385 



LVL 
" Y^ knows wel how, seynt Valentines day, 
By my statute and thurh my govemaunce, 
Yk come for to chese and fle ^ure wey 
With makis as I prike ^ow with plesaunce : 
But natheless my lyghtful ordenaunce 
May I nat bwke, for al this world to wynne, 
That he that most is worth! shai begynne. 



" The terslet egle, as that ya knowe ful wel 

The foul ryal, aboue yow in degre. 

The wyse and worthi, secre, trewe as std, 

Whiche I haue f ormyd, as y^ may wel se. 

In eueiy part as it best likyth me, — 

It nedith not his shap ^w to deuyse, — 

He shal ferst chese and spekyn in his gyse. 
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THE PASLAMElfT OF POULES. 
LVIII. 
"And aftyr hym by ordre shul ye chese, 400 

Aftyr _youre kynde, eueriche as yow lykyth. 
And as _youre hap is shu! _ye wynne gr lese j 
But which of ^w that loue most entril^h 
God synde hym hire that sorest for hym sykyth : " — 
And thenvithal the tersel gan she calle 405 

And seyde, " My sone, the choys is to the falle. 

LIX. 
"But, natheles, in this condicioun 
Mot be the choys of euerich that is here, 
That she agre to his eleccioun, 
What so he be, that shulde ben hire fere; 410 

This is oure vsage alwey_ver by_vere. 
And who so may at this tyme haue his grace, 
In blisful tyme he cam into this place." 

LX. 
With hed enclyned and with humble chere 
This ryal tersel spak and tariede noht: — 415 

" Vnto my souereyn lady and not my fere 
I chese and ches, with wil and herte and thought. 
The formel on ywxm bond, so wel iwcanght, 
Whos I am al, and euere wil hire seme. 
Do what hire list, to do me lyue or sterre. 420 
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THE PARLAMENT OF FOULBS. 

LXL 
" Besek3mge hire of mere! and of grace, 
As she that is my lady souereyne, 
Or lei me dcye present in this place ; 
For, certis, longe I may nat lyue in payne, 
For in myn herte is korvyn euery veyne ; 
And hauynge only reward to my trouthc, 
My deere herte, haue of my wo sum routhe. 



" And if that I to hyre be founde vntrewe, 
Disobeysaunt, or wilful necligent, 
Auauntour, or in proces loue anewe, 
I preye to j^w this be my jugement, 
That with these foulis I be al to-rent, 
That iike day that euere she me fynde 
To hire vntrewe, or in my gilt vnkynde. 



LXni. 
"And syn that hire louyth non so wel as t, 
Albe that she me neuere of loue behette, 
Thanne ouhte she be myn thurh hire mercy, 
For othir bond can I non on hire knctte j 
Ne neuere for no wo ne shal I lette 
To seruyn hire, how fer so that she wende, 
Say what^w liste, my tale is at an ende." 
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THE PAllt4SIMNT OF FOUtMS. 
LXIV. 

Ryght as the fresshe rede rose newe 

A^n the sotnyr sunne cotoored is, 

Ryght so for shame al we:ten gan the faewe 

Ol this fonml wbaa that she herde al this ; 

She neythir aoswerde wel ne seyde amys. 

So sore abashat was she, tyl that Nature 

Seyde, " Doughter, drede the nat, I the assure." 

LXV. 
Anothir tersel egle spak anon 
Of lower kynde and seyde, " That sha! nat be ; 
I loue hire bet than_ye don, be seynt John, 
Or at the leste I lone as wel as y^, 
And longere have seniyd hire in my degre ; 
And il she shulde haue louid for long louynge. 
To me almie hadde ben the gerdpnynge. 

LXVI. 

" I dar ek seyn, if she ne fynde fals, 

Vnkynde, jangelere, or rebel any wise. 

Or gelons, do me hangyn by the hals ; 

And but I here me in hire seniyse, 

As wel as that my wit can me snfEjrse, 

From poynt to poynt hyre honour for to saae, 

Tak ye my llf and al the good I haue," 
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TBB PARLAMENT OF FOULES. 
LXVII. 
The thridde tercel e|^e answerde tho, 
" Now, sirys, _ye seen the lytil leyser here ; 
For euery foul cryeth out to ben ago 
Forth with his mak or with his lady dere : 
And ek Mature hjreself ne wil not here. 
For taryinge here, not half that I wolde eeye. 
And but I speke I mot for »orwe deye. 



"Of long seniyse auante I me nothing; 
But 3S possible is me to deye to day 
For wo, as he that hath ben languysshyng 
This twenty _>«er, and as wel happyn may, 
A man may seruyn bet and more to pay 
In half ajver, althow it were no more. 
Than sum man doth that hath seruyd ful ^re. 



" I sey not this by me, for I ne can 
Do no seniyse that may my lady plege ; 
But I dar seyn I am hire treweste man 
As to ray dom, and fayneste wolde hire ese : 
At shorte wordts, til that deth me sese, 
I wil ben heris, whether I wake or wynke^ 
And trewe in al that herte may bethynke." 
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TME PARLAMENT OF FOULES. 

LXX. 
Of al my lyf, syn that day I was born, 

So gentil pie in loue or othir thyng 485 

Ne herde neuere no man me beforn, 

Whoso that hadde leyser and cunnyng 

For to reherse hyre cher and hire spekyng ; 

And from the morwe gan this speche laste, 

Tyl doimward drow the sunne wondir faste. 490 



The noyse of foulis for to ben delyuered 

So loude ronge, " Haue don and lat vs wende," 

That wel wende I the wode hadde al to-slyuered ; 

" Cum of," they cride, " alias, _ye wil vs shende ! 

Whan shal _>«ure cursed pletynge haue an ende ? 495 

How shulde a juge eythir partie leue 

FoTjre or nay withoutyn othir preue ? " 



LXXIL 
The goos, the cokkow, and the doke also, 
Socryede, "kekkek," "kokkow,""quekquek,"onhye, 
That thurh myne erys the noyse wente tho. 500 

The goos seyde, "Al this nys not worth a flye I 
But I can shappe herof a remedie, 
And I wil seyn my verdit fayre and swythe 
For watyr foul, who so be wroth or blythe." 



4^^. tK^l«'] Hd. 4qs. [liar] hanjm. 

49*. [rrulf] cn«d;n)- 409- « nxoling b the KS> 

4^ [filfia^] ohjFiide. 5D& [/ibfnl] thourw. 

4U- ijvurtljnm. 503. liryu] leye. 

44}. ItmtHtJ coneda. {04. [«ii>] ho. 



THE PARLAMENT OF FOULES. 



" And I for werm foul," seyde the lewd kokkow, 505 

" And I wil of myn owene autorite, 

For comun spede tak on me the charg dow; 

For to deliuere vs is gret charite." 

"Pe may abide a while _>it, parde," 

Quod the turtil, " if it be _youre wille 510 

A wight may speke, hym were as fayr ben stylle. 

LXXIV. 
" I am a sed foul, on the onworthieste. 
That wot I wel, and UtU of cunnynge ; 
But bet is that a wyhtis tunge reste. 
Than entinnetyn hym of swich doinge, 515 

Of which he neythir rede can ne synge ; 
And who so doth, ful foule hymself acloyith, 
For offys vncommyttyd ofte anoyeth." 

LXXV. 
Nature, which that alwey hadde an ere 
To murmur of the lewednesse biynde, 520 

With facound voys seyde, " Hold _j«ure tungis there. 
And I shal sone, I hope, a conseyl fynde 
yow to delyuere and from this noyse vnbynde ; 
I charge of euery flok that ye on calle 
To seyn the verdit for yow foulys alle." 525 
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16 THE PARLAMENT OF FOVLBS. 

LXXVI. 

Assendd were to this conclusioun 
The briddis alle, and foulis of rauyne 
Han ctosyn fyrst, by p!ayn eleccioun, 
The terselet of the faucon to diffyne 
Al here centence, as hem leste to termyne ; 
And to Nature hym gunne to presente ; 
And she acceptyth hym with glad e 



LXXVII. 

The terslet seyde thanne in this manere : — 
" Ful hard were it to proue by resoon 

Who louytb best this gentil formele here. 
For euerych hath swich replicacioun 
That non by skillis may been brought adoun : 
I can not se that argumentis avayle ; 
Thanne semyth it there muste be batayle." 



LXXVIIL 

"Al redy," quod these eghs tercels tba 

" Nay, siris," quod he, " if that I durste it seye^ 

Y^ don me wrong, my tale Is not ido ; 

For, siris, ne takith not agref, I preye. 

It may not gon, as ^e wolde, in this weye : 

Oure is the voys that ban the charg on honde, 

And to the jugis dom ye^ motyn stonde. 



pT- IramsnuVxiiTim. SJ5- \htrt\\Mat. 

SJl. loiSqldM] ksqiCAl. 541, hj. [firu] lou. 



TB& FARLAMENT OF FOULES. 



" And, therfore, pes I I seye. As to my wit, 
Me wolde thynke how that the worthiest 
Of knighthod, and lengest hath vsed it, 
Most of estat, of blod the gentilleate, 
Were sittyngest for hire if that hire leste : 
And of these thre she wot hireself, I trowe, 
Whiche that he be, for it is light to knowe." 



The watyr fouHs han here hedis leid 

Togedere, and of a short auysement, 555 

Whan euerryche hadde his large gole seyd, 

They seydyn sothly al be on assent, 

How that the goes with hire facounde gent, 

That so desyrith to pronounce oure nede, 

Shal telle oure tale, and preyede God hyre spede. 560 



And for these watyr foulis tho began 

The goos to speke, and in hire kakelynge 

She seyde, " Pes, now tak kep euery man, 

And herkenyth which a resoun I shal brynge I 

My wit is sharp, I loue no taryinge ; , 565 

I seye I rede hyra, thow he were my brothlr, 

But she wil loue hym, let hym take anothir. 

ISb [Uvbefon&fl»]lH. 561. Ma./} A*. 
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THE PARLAMENT OF FOULE&. 
LXXXII. 
" Lo, here a perfit resoun of a goos I " 
Quod tho the sperhauk ; " Neuere mot she the I 
Lo 1 sich it is to haue a tunge loos 1 570 

Now, parde, fol, yet were it bet for the 
Han holde thy pes than shewyd thy nysete : 
It lyth nat in his wit ne in his wille, 
But soth is seyd, a fol can not be stille." 

LXXXIIL 
The lai^hter ros of gentil foulis alle, 575 . 

And right anon the sed foul chosyn hadde 
The turtil trewe, and gunne hire to hem calle, 
And preyede hire to seyn the sothe sadde 
Of this matere, and axsede what she radde. 
And she answerde that pleynly hire entente 580 

She wolde shewe and sothly what she mente. 



" Nay, God torbede a louere shulde chaunge I " 

The turtil seyde and wex for shame al red ; 

" Thow that his lady euere more be straunge, 

yit lat hym seme hire til that he be ded. 585 

For sothe I preyse nat the gosis red ; 

For thow sche dfiyede I wolde non othir make ; 

I wil ben hire til that the deth me take." 
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THE PARLAMBNT OF FOVLSS. 79 

LXXXV. 
" Wei bordit," quod the doke, " by myn hat I 
That men shul louyn alwey causeles ! 590 

■ Who can a resoun fynde or wit in that ? 
Daunsith he murye that is myrtheles ? 
Who shulde rekke of that ys recheles ? 
Kelt, kek," yit seith the doke ful wel and fayre, 
" There been rao sterns, God wot, than a payre." 595 



LXXXVI. 

" Now, f]re, cherl," quod the gentil terselet, 

" Out of the donghil cam that word ful t\gh% x 

Thow canst nat seen what thyng is wel beset ; 

Thow farst by loue as oulys don by lyght ; 

The day hem blent, but wel they sen be nyght ; 600 

Thy kynde is of so lowe a wrechednesse, 

That what loue is, thow canst nat seen ne gesse." 



Tho gan the kokkow putte hym forth in prea, 

For foul that etith werm, and seyde blyue ! 

" So I," quod he, " may haue my make in pes, 605 

I reche nat how longe that^e strjme ; 

Lat eche of hem ben soleyn al here lyue ; 

This is my red, syn they may nat acorde; 

This shorte lessoun nedith nat recorde." 

igs. TUt lbs retis in MS, What tia. [ii7f44] n;gh. 

AmUU I Tiki, nf Jkjim tial u 6ai. ItertOrd-atu] wnchcdneM. 
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TBS fAXLAJtexr OF rouLMS. 



"J^ have tfae glotoon fild inonr his ponncbe, 6ta 

Thaooe areweveir'' snde dw meriioan, 

" Tbov iaortbera« of tbe bers^e on Ibe brannche 

That brooghie tbe forth ! tfaov lenfoDes glotoim I 

Ljve thow soleyn. wcnnis conipcioiin > 

For DO fws is of lak of tfa^ nature ; 615 

Goy lewed be thow, wfail thai tbe vodd maj dure." 



" Now pes," qood Natttre, " I comaiinde here, 

For I hauc herd al /oure oprnyoon. 

And ID effect jit be ire oeoeic the neie ; 

But ^nallir, this is my cmtclusioon, 620 

Utat sbe hireself shal han the elecdonn 

Of whom hire lest, who so be wroth or blytbe ; 

Hym that she cheest, he shal hire han as swithe. 



" For spx it may not here discussid be 

Wbo loirrth hire best, as seytfa the terselet, 625 

Thanoe wil I doD hire this fauoor, that she 

Shal han r^^t hym od whom hire herte is set : 

Aod be hire that his herte hath on hiie knyt : 

llkus juge I, Nature, for I may not lye 

To 000 estat, I haue nmi othir eye. 65a 



•14. IZtm] l«fc G>s. I«] ■. 
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THE PARLAMENT OF FOULES. 8l 

XCI. 
** But as for conseyl for to chese a make, 
I£ I were Resoun, certis thanne wolde I 
Conseyle jiQw the ryal tersel take, 
As aeyde the terselet ful skylfully, 
As for the gentilleste and most worthi, 635 

Which I haue wrought so wel to ray plesaunc^ 
That it Xoyovi oughte ben a suffisaunce." 



With dredful vols the formel tho answerde : 
" My rightful lady, goddesse of Nature, 
Soth is that I am euere vndyr_;^ure_;«rde, 
Like as is eueriche other creature, 
And mot ben_j"oure whil that my lyf may dure ; 
And therfore grauntyth me my ferste bone, 
And myn entent I nil yow seyn right sone." 



" I graunte it yov," quod she, and right anon 645 

This formel egle spak in this degre : 

" Almyghty queen, vnto this ^r be gon, 

I axe respit for to avise me. 

And aftyr that to haue my cho3rs al fre ; 

This al and sum that I wil speke and seye ; 650 

Ye gete no more, althow >e do me deye. 

fijf. Thiilbnin MS. nadi. TTultajiea G44. U i*3 ^rm iff rigil tun} ihit 

VM^U la httn a rw^haimer. wele 1 leyn wol nWp 

«4a. [Al lit. 6i5- [rv4/] Uut. 
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THS PARLAMENT OF POULMS. 

XCIV. 
"I wU nat seme Venus ne Cupide, 
FoTBothe as^it, be no manere weye." 
"Now syn it may non othirwise betyde," 
Quod tho Nature, " here is no more to seye ; 655 

Thanne wolde I that these foulis were aweye, 
Eche with his make, for taryinge lengere here ;" 
And seyde hem thus, as ye shul aftyr here. 



XCV. 

"To_fow speke I,_ye tersletis," quod Nature, 

"Beth of good herte and seniyth alle thre: — 660 

A^r nis nat so longe to endure: — 

And eche of ^w peyne hym in his degre 

For to do wel, for, God wot, quyt is she 

IVom_ju3w this_j'er, what aftyr so befalle ; 

This entyrmes is dressid for^j^ow alle." 665 



And whan this werk al brought was to an ende, 

To euery foule Nature ^af his make. 

By euene acord, and on here weye they wende : 

But, lord ! the blisse and joye that they make t 

For ech gan othir in his wyngis take, 670 

And with here nekkis eche gan othyr wynde, 

Thankynge alwey the noble queen of kynde. 



6st. [Am} lwt». Ml. iMrm iiiii 

65J. t**n] beere. Mj. [fiirfl whit. 
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THE PARLAMENT OF FOULES. 



But fyrst were chosyn fonlis for to synge, 

As yet be ytx was alwey here vsance 

To synge a roundele at here departynge, 675 

To don to Nature honour and plesaunce; 

The note, I trow, imakid was in Fraunce ; 

The wordis were swiche as y& may fynde 

The nexte vers, as I now haue in mynde. 



Ncn* nelcom somer, with tby E>mne sofle, 
That hast this ninties wcthres overshalce, 
And driven anay the Icx^e nightes blake I 

Saynt Valentine, that art ful hye on lirfte, 
Thus sjrngen smale foules for thy sake ; 

tit. 

Wei 1)^ they cause for to gladen ofte ; 
Sith eche of hem recovered hath his make, 
Ful blisful may they singe when they awake. 



And with the shoutyng, whan the song was do, 

The foulis madyn at here flyght awey, 

I wok, and othir bookys tok me to 693 

To rede vpon; and^it I rede alwey 

In hope iwis to rede so sum day, 

That I shal mete sumthyng for to fare 

The bet, and thus to rede I nil nat spare. 

•r4-tb»]thc. 6>9. ncfbdonMiiBtlS; 

6j;. [w«l were. £90. W«r] olhm. 
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NOTES. 



NOTES. 



NOTES. 



I. Tbii lint liDe b luupt; 1 vatiuioii of ihe phme. " Life ii aboit, 41I it lodg," 
13, 14. The phrue, *' 

on but uy, God ux 

II. riu Dnm ^ Seifitm. Foru KcowlaBdtninablioiiof thii,ia IntitidiiB- 
,p. iiS. 

K% Macrobiui preKrved it, of, at Icastt u it 11 now printed, thii epiiode liu 
; chapters, insleiid of aoven \ but the first twa m iDipoductory, 4nd were, pouibly, 
considered by Chauser iti beuing upas ihe lubjed ef tbc pnient ind the future 



63. The Platonic year, in i^ich every alar 
posidoD as Tcspecls ibe cquinaxes, embnces ab 

;]. IitmcrlMl All oi Ihe MSS., ejEept t 
shoivs immtrlaHo be correct. Ouiicer bad nadUe anlbor, if the copyius cf the 
U55. had not. 

All allusioDS tron the fifth Co the tirelilb Teises iix^nn caa be tindersecKid by 
CDDiultiDg the traoslitioa of 'TbeDiEamol Scipio" ialbe lotroduction. 

gj. The three liim which begin «ih line Sj mre ptrintcd cnl in Ntta and 
Qinria, lat Series, Vul. vH., Nu. iB;^ by 1 caireapoaden^ J. U. B. of Tuabiidse 
Weill, aa being taken frnm Dante : — 

'LogttRtw seu^aodava, eraefbruo* 



^ualatedbjr Longfellow aafottoirt:^ 

■Daywai departing and the inbrowiKd air 



lip SIlKrfiijv- Sec [plTodu^oa, p, lo. 

ti. Cjiiitria. A conuncn uine uaBa% Ibe indnt poet! fur Vemu, fnna tl 

id of Cylbera bk the ll«di»naiuaD, vhkh received tbc ^oddeo when Bfae ro 



" Tbou fladcn of Ibe Mou 

Bcdde tbc iuluicH from Ciauca and Bococdo hi the pnaent tfiit, >cd iUntfifr 
tbn of Ibe uu aa^t in the foUowim refeicncci : — 

RoBua it la Rue, L 16J97, Uxhel iL 160; L i}Ui, Hjoa iH. 7!. 
Confried iron Smobiui, Trutnn, ]. ^M (BcchMdo i. 16S). 
KvulcTi Denlimalcr iltniedcdlDdtKhei Spncha ond LiRcniliu> K i, zrS. L 
117 S. See Introduclian, p. )i £ 
■69. ynmDiiilc: — 

" E poLche U loa mano alia mia poH 
Con Ueto Toltc^ mf iomicoDlortU'*' — /njAnc^i iii. i> 
TiaulMcd br Longfellow : — 

■ And after be had laid bii hand on nne 
Wilh joyful mien, whence I wu comforted," Ac 
Sac note 10 line S5. 

in. Triit dad with tagii llial ay liaZ laiU. Thb aeKripdm of Ine* n lb* 
twcDtJN^xlh Htaua wai directly imitated by Spentet in the hrtt canto of the &nt 
book cf "The FaayQuoen." For tbe nice of compariion, Spcosa*! Una m •nb- 

"Mnch can (hey ptaite the tieea to Btraighl and by. 
The aayling pine, Iba cedar proud and tall. 
The Yiot^iropp elmc, the poplar never dry. 
The builder oahCt ule king of forretia aD, 
Tbfl aapioe good for atares, Iho cypreoe lunenlL 

The laureH, meed of mightie conqnerDon 

And poclg aagCr (bo fim that weepeth adl^ 

The willow, wome of forlon 

The cngh obedient to (he benden 

The tarch for shaftH, the tallow for the ruH, 

The warlike beech, the ub for nothing ill, 
The Iniitf ul olive, and the plalane round, 



ig of the epithets applied hy ChauecT 



mldjled hit own cinemdons with tha knowtedge fauied Imn boc ks, the foUowinf 
detail! are given ot each : — 

i;6. TAt iyUtrt ek. The oak ii ipoken of spedall; u the "builder," from iti 
■IniHl etcliuuve UK in tbe cotutmoion of buildings that it was Hughl to haTs 
durable. In tbe building of hoiues, it haa now generaUy given way in Great Biitain 
to pine and fir ^ bvt this did not take place till several centuries alter Chaucer's death. 

176. T/u hardj' assk. The ash sHms to have been cillcd "hardy** on account of 
Ihe toughneaa of the wood, which has caused it to be chosen (or inalnimentl or for 

id foi the shaft of the apeat both in ancienl and 
. word Ate not only meaot the Bsb, bat alio tha 

'. Tkt filtTM itm, tkt esftrt vtia ean^m. The eha wax oiled the "pillai," 
Is common use, at least id Italy in ancicDl times, is sustaining Ihe vine. Tho 
ml lo this fact in the Latin poets are very frequent. It i> the " coffer unto 
LI," because cofhns were made oE it. Evelyn refer* to Ibis use of it in his 
a{'* and "in many parts of England," says Loudon,! "and particularly about 

- The I 
menu were made f rot 
aaTnic fiir pipe or flute. Chaucer also refers (o this fact in his Nonne Piiest^s 
T»Jei~ 

"Of bras they broughten hemes (i.e, tnunpels) and of hoi." (Line 577.) 

17S. Hilm tt aUfpii laxk. The holm of Ibis line is not the holnt^aic, but the 
holly. Of these the young spronli were and are made into whip-handles. 

179, T/it sajrlyitgt fyr. The fir received its name nt "Miling" from the f»e» that 
^jara, oaia, and the nusls of vessels, at least of the smallct vessels, were end ar« 

179. TAteifriH* dtlk la fitym. From the Uafi the cypress Mag constantly 
learned in cemeteries in the south oC Europe, it has been from an early period asso* 
dated with grief for the dead. 

iSa Tkt ihtUrt em^ The yew is the " ahcxiler," beiAnse it waa the treej nboTO all 
others, from whose wood bows were made. So valuable was it in this point of view, 
that statutes were passed tcrbidding its eaportalion, and compelling tiading-veuelt 
to take ■ certain quantity of it for importation. 

iSo. Tktaififirika/ljrifiMyiu. The asp is the aspen, ortrembling-kaTedpoplar 
iPcfulia IrtmKia). Gerard in his "Herbal" (1S97), speaking of the names it bean 
among different peoples, says thai it is "in Briglish Aspe and Aspcn-tree, and may 
also be called Tumble, after Ihe French name. coDsiderir^ il is the matter whereof 
womens toonga were made, as the Poets and some others report, which leldome ceasa 
wagging.' Aschamiin his *'To]iophi]us"CJ543), mentions fifteen kinds of wooda 

express as high an o^nion of it for this purpose as he does of some of the olhen 
, Still it is evident, that, in his time, the asp was the wood generally preferred by bow^ 
nen ia the military service. "Yet," he says, "as concerning sharp arrows lor vrar 
^ I suppose^ it were better to make them of good ash, and not of asp, as they bo 

> Aibottemm et Fruiicetum Britannicum, voL iii. p. ijSa> Londoa. iIm. 



90 ffOTkS. 

floW4-<b)i*' The e]JthA "pljla" appfied to flH ihaft Kemt to be ipoVn t^ 
llwK UKd ID war which were not T»eEed or omanKolcd, as frequently were ihosi 
whldiwen osed in pncticc "Some ^ac^* tvj% Aachami'to i^ecc their alufiB in 
Ibe nock with brazil or hon;r <a eooiittrwngh mlh die head ; and I hare seen som^ 
lot the same purpose bore a hole a lillle beneath the nocki nod pat lead io it.^' 

emblem of victory, are too well and widely lincrwn to need any thing more than 
tderence. The laurel, nt bay-Iree, wai sacred to Apallii, the god nf diviuatinn. 

"The reader/' aays Bell, "wil] observe the life and Bpiiil which the peivndfica- 
^on of the Kvera] treea pves (o this catalo^e. Jt 13 cnrnmon in French, eren 
la prose ; as, for Inslauce, the weeiBIij;-iifllDH is U taadi jMnrrnir, the weeper 

■Sj. From this Une to line 194, the best comraenBry is the passage nf Boccaccio, 
TtossetlTs tranilation of which will be fcmnd in the Inlroduclion, p, 17 Q, 

114. Him davghtyr. The daughter of Cupid, unknown to classic mytbologTi ta 
Voloptas, or Pleasure, as is seen from the correspondjug passage in Boccacdo. 

111. Othert*ri. lnBDCCacdDlhe"oIherlhree'areAadlEiIy,CllDzing,aiidPiinp>-, 
ind Ihey are, perhaps, the ones referred ID by ChaDcet. The objection to this, buw 
evei, is, that the three have Becmiogty already been spoken of by the poet under tlu 
Barnes of " FooWiardynesse" and " Flalerye " and " Mesi^erye." 

J)?- Dfvu* f u aneieDE fnylhology, the birds sacred to Teous wen the dore, tha 
qurrow, the swan, the swallow, and the wr^'^eck- 

ato. Dam$ Pntal viilhaarrlfninlUrilwKd. ■ Peace sitibefote the lemple-1[ate, 
because the quiet and leisure of a Elate of peace are favorable to the pursuits of gal- 
lanlry. She lioMa a curtain in her hand, perhaps becaose rcfiaemeot of luaunen, the 
offspring of peice, draws a veil or cartain over what is gross and offenuvc" (Be]])- 

tti.PoiUMt. Sec Introduction, p.] r. 

153. Priafm. Priapus was the Roman god of fiuitfulness. The stocybere refened 
to can be found in the first hook, of the "Fasti" of Ovid, Hoe it J S. Chajicer must 
have been familiar wiih the adventure as lold b; the Roman poet, as well as the 
■ reference lo it contained io Boccacdo. 

a6i. Vinta. The MS. upon which this ten is founded reads, for Venus. Fiij. 
What is meant by the word it is hard lo delenuine. Mr. Furuivall suggests Phcebua. 
It is only in this tnauuscript that this readlog, which seeiia to be a blunder of the 
scribe, is found. 

iSl. Vrmit and lur ptrttr Richtat. In the description of -he Temple of Venns 
lo "The Knightes Tale," which shouhl be compared with this. Idleness ads as the 
porter', in this, Riches. Idleness Is the porter of the garden in''The Romauul oi 
the Rose," Ibe 5^3 Oine jSi, Michel). Riches kept the waf to the cuUe within the 
garden, ia which Free Welcomla; was shut up (line io3o;, Michel). 

ill- Cjrfruli. The name of Cypride (Latin (>/f "1 Cypridii) was given to Venus 
by the later Latin poets, because the Island of Cyprus was represented as one oi bet 
lavorile dwellings, and was widely celebtaled for the worship paid to her. The 
description of her as lying down between Ceres, the goddess of agriculture and frui^ 
and Bacchus, or Liber, the god of wine, is an alluaiou to the weU*known Ladu pn^ 
verbial expression, "Sine Cerere et Libero Iriget Venus ; " that Is," Wltliont food and 
wIdb, lore grows coU." 

aM. The list of penoi.l meiiliosed in this and the following slant* as victluu to 



m p«!t OTid mi the suthorilT for msit of tbe^ The rep'.'eKiiu- 
ID bom hailing dh the will deiKled Ihat Ibey h>d lefl lbs 
c sodden of i^iailil)' and Ibe chiiM, for Ihu oC Venui, an Callisu 
^ Htory of CalliMo, the daughter of Lykaon of Anadia, and ber 
I conildliition of ihe Great Bear, is told by Ovid in lbs aecood 
biH)k€ithe''Fini,"Unn ijj'i^a; tbatof Atalisla, aad the traciifaniutian of henell 
■ad her hnriHnd LrHo luHia, ii told by Venn to Adooia ip Ibe teolh book of Ovid'a 
" MetamorpboseiT" lioea 560-70^' About SeininuBiatlbewifeof NinD3,udlegeDdai7 

licenliosanen, vhicb arc fiequetitlT refEired to by the Latia wrilerB. Caodace seeoia 
to be Caoacet (he dam^rior of A^^uo. whose guilty love lor her IffDtbcr Macateiu 
^irariaelDtlieElDvniUieputleaf Ovid'a^HeroEdea." TbjB eiHBlle has been (ranalRtcd 
into Engliah bj Drydes. It appears Erom the correapoiulias passes In Boccnccio, 
thai Hercules it introduced on account of his love for lolc, vfhich was in the end the 
earnc of his deUh, ihiouEh the jeilausy of hU wife, Deianin. The story of Biblia, 
■ad ber lave fcr ber brodw Caunus, and Aubaeqaent tranaiortDatiini, !a told in the 
Bmthbeok of the " Metaaafphaaes." The story o( Dido,tbe Queen of Carthage, ii 
Bol ooly (onud in Virgil, but her letler to £neai (arms the seventh epistle ol the 
" HenjidcA." The ueount of Pyramus and Tbiabe is siven in the fourth bcMik of the 
*'HetamanihMea,''liiiei«t-i^ but it better known to English readen Irani Sbak>- 
apeare'j playof the "Midjuramer-Nisht's Dteam." The love of Triitram for Isoude, 

Arthur and Ihe Knighta of the Round Tabic. Paris, Achilles, and Helen belong 
to the Homeric epic of the Trojin war; Tioiliu, (o the luiddle-^e veisioii of Ihe 
■ame starr- Ocopatn, the Queen of Egypt, is the only historical character found 
in Ibe enlire lisL It is UDcertun who was mesDl by Silla. Theic were two persons 
of the name of Scylla, bolb of whom are celebrated by Ovid, and eilbei of whom 
may have been iiileDded. Or it mayi perhaps, be Ibe same as Silvia (or Rhea 
Silvia), "the modyr of Romulus" in the same manner as, in "The House of 
FazD^*' the soa ^ J&aev mad Creasa is spcdua of aa both lulus and Aacaniua in 

And eke Aakaniui alao." 
The additioDal nombev of persons inbndaced shoe Chanen's «!de reading lor bis 
time, if nothing mon, md especially his doaa study <^ Ovid. Dido, Qeopatn, and 
Pynmoii and Thisbe, appear mote fully treated in " The Legende of (ioode Womoi ; " 
and Iht Hory of Troilns and Creeeida forms a large indeperident work, which was 
made by Shakespeare the grouodwork of his play of the same naioc. 

jvj, 5^fM I'alintmti tUf. SL Valentine was a pcieal who wia pul to death at 
-Vonie in (he year i«9 A.D. He was first beaten with clubs, and Ibeu beheaded. 
Iliibod) lie* buried in the Cbnrchat St. Prated in Rome, bia bead in Ihat of St. 
Sebistiin. But the remiins of sevsnl saints ol Ihe sun* same can be found scat- 
tered throughout Europe. The method by which the peculiar observances of St 
Valentine's Day came to be connected with i( is nnknown ; but there was a wids- 
apiend papular belief, Ihal, on that day, the birds canie togelber to choose tbcii mates; 
aid oa this belief Cbauw's poem ia founded. 



itb, Att^ntinOuPItytUa/ Khidi. S« Introductian, pp. 15, lO. 

%ii. Id the eDtu9cnlioa of IhE biitli prc«nt| Chaucer divides Ihem into Ihe Ism 
clUMi, ai birds of rapine, blrdj Ihat £«d on weds, birdi that feed en womu, and 
walei^owL Thry arc all deicnbed eilher in accordance with popular and poetical 
belief) in regard 10 Iheir chamcWrs and habits, oc more njually nilh an dacneu at 
epiibel that could only have been attained by bim wbo bad carefully atudied their 
Characlerislica. This deuripliDn of the birds, with that of the trees in vene mi, 
i> of itKlf inScient u refute the abiurd remark of Sandraa (see Inlrodaction, p. 14), 
that Chaucer'i knowledEE of nature was gained through booki. 

In the detcriplion of the biida meatiened by Chancer, the accounta of the haWta 
art mainly taken (mm Selbyinhis " IllaittaiiDDB of British Ornithology." Anomber 
of eitncta have been lakes from Uudi^i * Feathered Triba of the Britiih Iilandi." 
AD the biida mentioned, it may be added, are found in their wild atate in Ihe Biib 
iih islands, except Ihe " popinjay,* which mast, however, have been aa familiar Om 

3]a. Tlu ryal rglt. Of the three Bpeciei of ea^ found in the British island^ 
the one apaken of here ia the golden eagle {A fuila cArjtaftai), but by Buffon, 
Cnyier, and other French natuialists, called, as Chaucer here calls it, i'aielt r^uL 
It posscaaes in a superior degree the chaiacterislica of elevation of flight, and keeiw 
neas of vision, which disiinguisli the whole family \ and on accomit of the height to 
which it rises, and ita range and power of wgbt, it ia here aald to piercs the sun with 
(ts sharp look, 

3JJ- ThtgothaiUu The£«hawk(^d/»r/A/HHi^arru)andthe sparTOW-hawk ww 
especially deslractive to the imaller birds* The goshawk preys naturally npou differh 
«nt kinds of feathered game, and bares and rabbits ; and by falconen it was trained 
■peciilly to the pursnil of grouse, pheasants, wild-geese, herons, &c. 

3J?. Till giKtylfiaiejni. This is the favorite bird of tilconryC^cHS-syn-i/r&au), 
the pere^uie falcon, smaller in site, to he sure, than the Jer-falcon (FalcB island*- 
<iu),biu more graceful, and probably somewhat more rapid in flight, *'Thepeie- 

funtly.isthe [alcon/or (a^f^&Hcrof the tilconem. The yJitM atu'ays means Iha 
female) and the male is ^led the terctL . . . When fully plumed and trained (and 
ahe has not her full superiority over the male till in her mature plumage), the femals 
is the ^1*^^, or geniiJJhkfit, — so called, partly from her docility, aod partly becanaa 
abe never inms'donn the wind,' or sloops to ignoble game, as aonw of the other 
faiVwka, and even the tercel peregrine, are a^ to do." The falcon was cairied m 
the hand or wrist ; and in the fourteenth century, in which this sport was held In 
the highest estimation, persons of distinction often appeared in public with them. 
33$, Till luirdy ifrrlmJi. The sparxowJiawk {A ccifiUr kohi) waa to called bf- 

daring,not to say audacious, birds of pieyl and in pursuit it will ventura in theimmo* 
diate neighborhood of men and houses, and then seize Ihe object of attack. In fal- 
conry it was higlily esteemed, and wi'as trained to pursue partridges, quails, and soma 
other birds, 

)4D. Tlu Kurfyn. The merlin (Fairs aialai) ii a specigs of small and alegant 
luiwk, and in the lays ol falconry was often cairied by ladies. Chancer, perhaps 
confounded this bird with the hobby (nifi:> niiuUil, another amill luwk,iha favoiil* 



NOTES. 93 

i^i. T*l ioDi. Tllilialhl ring-dare [CfAniAl/rlAllwAHhwhidlllMKOeiundel 
thaname of **ciuhat/^ or " vood-pigcon." tb notr, which u oi a low And pluntivfi 
dundcr, » inuch flupcTioT to that of th« doniatic pigcoii. 

341. Till jilimi roan. Thii u Ihe tame or nnlo mn (Oywu «r«>-), Cornnxm In 
miny ca>mtri» in a h^U-domeuiciIed ital:. The belieE thai the; >ing just before 
they die waa conuooD in anLiquily, and has been referred to br numeroui poets, both 
andenl and modem. Theepilhetof/f^^ffiiu IB probably applied to the swan on account 
of the fiercenfiM of the nule Bwaa duiiEig the brredine aeason. It guards the ncM 
with the nml jealous care, and attacki any aninul that approachei. 

343- Tlu mU. Oi the numcrotu bmilr of owli, the one moit common b Great 
Britain ii the bam or whits owl (Strix fiaimmta), which goes under a number of 
nanwi, inch at GOIUibibIU, Hiraltl, Madft OaJ, Ckurck Om!, Hiaing Ovrl, aud 
Strttck Ovfl. Thia la a wide]y4cat1cred apcdea, though it ii not ncceuary lo aui^ 

otjecn of Ripeislitiani dislike, partly from their being amidated with twilight and 
ni^tibul ptiocipally from theii horrible icieainiiig a> Ihcy fy. Hence arou a com- 
mon belief oE a fandful species called the " icreech-owl,*' which had the unpleasant 
h^t of hingiDg ibout the window* of dying men, or thoie deiiined to die. Tbo 
belief ii a very aticieikt obe ; and the most nncomplimentaiyt not to say dismal, 
epithets were showered upon it in profusion by the classic writerSp Among these are 
igmtirmf the "slugEisbi'* pr^aaaa^ the " unholy i " ftattrtMs, the •* ill-boding i " 
namr, the "hoarse^" timaurt the "nnlockyi* IrtfidtUt the *' easily-alarmed ; " 
■snter, the "iH-omened;" /nftflir, the "gnef-bringing." This belief lingered to 
a late period, and perhaps still exists. By Sir Thomas Browne it is spoken of 0* 
being held in his time to a considerable extent, especially by " Ihn credulous Hid 
femiDine party.^^ ^Thal owls and raireDs," says he,' " am ominoas appearer* and pT«< 
agnizing unlucky events, as Chrislians yet canceit, was also an angurial concepdoa. 
Becania many ravens were seen when Alexander entered Babylon, they were thought 
to |»e-ominaIe hii death ; and, beouse an awl appeared befom the hatlle, It presaged 
the ruin of CraSBus: which, though decrepit superstitions, and such as had their 
nativity in times beyond all history, are fresh in the observaiiDn of many beads, and 

344. Tlu crant. The common crane (Cnu cimna) a calkd the "^nl" on 
nccDunI ot its great height. When slanding ereiA, il reaches lo a man's breast. It 
faas a loud, haiih, hut sonorous aud trumpctJike note, which can be heard at a great 

J4i. TitcitlieA. The manuscripts vary here between "crow" and "chough;" 

one of this mce knawoloths Island of Great Britain istheComitb choi^^h (^rifiAif 
gracmliu). It belongs (0 the Corvidz, or crow family, and, like most of the members 
cd that family, is very crafty and miscbievons, and, in particular, is noted for iti 
piUering disposition, 

34S- Tkt jangtlyiigi tjit. This ia a common British Ucd, the magpie l.Piem 
wutmtuUmiii, popularly caUed alu "Piaset" and "Madge," "These birds," layt 
Selby, " arc tisually observed in pairi^ and continue lo^her tbrough the whole year* 
4t tiBSt, bawerer, they ng^ieai ta \aAi, looal mcetmgs, daring which Ihey an veiy 

I Vnlgir Emir^ book v> ch^. *y 



with thii bird. 

U6. Tkt aBrnyngi jay. TliBii^Caitm^f&Mdiifw^hn ths >pilh«t ■>*■&<» 
(f " iknmiriige,* pnfaapi on uxovnt of iU own liinti ind lUngneibla itia, bat 
probably od accouDt of lU pover of imiuiiont e^jociali]/ ol ibe leu miukal Hmndb 
It c^n n{vDdDC0 with ETftU ficactoeu Ibfl blfiULOg ol sheopi the mowinc ol c«(% ih# 
boodn^ of Dwts, du dfighlDE of hones, vid runif ather of tbo tunher smiiaL 

3*6. Htrtun. The onmnoD heroo {ArJia ciutrtit) «* in Oiauoei'i time veiy 
i^odant in Engiandi and in Btill far from being i rue bird, iIhh^ the Tec3a- 
PUCion (A manbee and MagDoat watera hat nzrrnwed gnady iu £eld cd opera' 
tianib "The beron b a socceuful Kiher, but afiifaerin ilullo* mien onl)', — Id 
knmn an^n a verr paHcrv of poEieaOB aod resiipadoo. Up to i^ kbees la Ihff 
wat*Tf inDliDnleB* aa a ktatne, wilb tba necJi ili^tly iCntcbed ovt, and ibe cy* 
Madil^ filled but mde awake to Ibe nwtioo of any Aing Uul ha> life, lbs benn may 
b* Hen m Ibe ford of ■ river, Iba margin of a lake or aeuide pool, oi on the bank €t 
watDary. Suddenly iii head i> daned forward vith UDerriog aim : a Klall Gabi* 
optured, atid iuHaotiy iwallowed bead foremoot- An eel ol largo au« TBquin* 
different tieaDneM, and ia btought to land, Uial U nay ba bealsn la deatta on tlw 
•hinRle." 

J47. Tkt falH letfmyr^- The ovtted or fre«n lapwinff ( Vtuuthtt eritUdu^ 
lalied al» the " peint" from iu inceeaant cry, i* panimlarly Tcmirkable for tha 
devices it practieea ki order to dnnr away «ilb«r nien or doga from the Deiahborbood- 
of itsnail. Then are nntnemu Kefetencei in Eagliah poetry to the habit ol Ibfr 

along Ibe f^'ound wilhool utlering aiy cry. " Tbeir HialaEenis, " uy> Uodie^ ■■ is 
enlidng any animal Ibal they dread away from their oesu or youoft aie often amurin^ 
TbeyWiJI ilrike nilb the bend of the iiiag lo near to one'e bead^thal the alrolu maf 
be diitiaclly heard ; and they actually bit crow* >nd othsr prowling Unk, and enn 
dogi* 1 waa once crotsing a ktnely moor, half healb, half quagmire, upon whiall 
lapwing wrra more than utually abnndant : they were alio more than UHaUyolanaefr 
ona ; for a countryman wai crossing it a little before me, accompanied 1^ ons ct 
tba yel[ung onrt of which country people are In HmB places too land. The cur 
■aenied vwy nsoiula in lapwing-hunting, and the birds as wUlmg to give- bun ^diL' 
Tbef limpal befcne fain ; Ihey Bew low in Twitches, and game doss vpoo bin tqi all 
sorts ol motions, both on fool and on the wingi and the dog was fatiguing iiaall ky 
altenialely making hopeleaaleapa at- tha flyers, and hopeless starts afMr tbS'nuknsrs. 
At last one came twitching down, and, whether with the bend of lbs wing «- tha bill 
I cannot say, bit him an audible bang on the ear, which aenl him yelping, with bia 
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BBiB btm Ibe (illicit timts a osqxnon nimc of ths ibSseia l,SrfUi. na nAtndai. 
It k nill reainecl \a Um provincul dulecli of Engtesd. It ii ons of Ihe tameu ol 
bitda, and, in winur. Inns iU dwelliof in Ihc woodi la Kck [ood and iliclteT »w 
th« hofPCHof DMn. ^'ThBgoveralEQiniluirity udcoDfidiug uuaoen of IhU ipecii^" 
nraSelbTi " haw pracnicd (oc it an appallaiion of sndeaniKiil is most of Ihonjih 
IiKiIlutilialuUH. Thiia in SmdEB it i* called Trmi tidn: iaHorwwf, Ptitr 
Xuomadi rfomu Guriiri in GemuDF ; and wilh ut, Xs^n ffraUniMI." 

349, Tlu ctmrd IdiCi. The khe IStUma n/a/u) ia ihe noat comnllr of th» 
biida of prey, never MHfliiiig iby liiini Gmtata that ia aa larie or aa atnmi as 
itadL 

3ja 7'ji# .tM- *"iha roaderivill observe Iha ^ccuretqufl im^B whkfa thit liuft 
caHa up befon the mind a ey& It brinp before lu the little remote village, or lb%,rps^ 
irbichlieaimboaotuediD the EDi^Uah luidscap^ aod the hinda (called up in (he tai.y 
nomingby the croerinE of the oock, (beu only horolop^ or liock) taetakug Iheaa ta 
theii daily labor" (Bell). 

3;i. TMt tfarvit friai Bntr. The aparrow, of which family Ihe hause-qiairow 
{Fasrrr iltmtiticiu) ia moat oomnoa in Englandt wat ooe of ths hirda sacred 10 
Venua in ths ancioot inyihalogy. Fmm thia draiauuiKS, and the fact that it i> very 
prallfic, it is fre<iiienl]y introduced by the pocfa of Chaucer'a time, and by Chaucer 
UmaeU, aa an emblem of wntonnesa. 

iH. Tlu HjMjnipt/t. Ths Dightingals {LmtMa vrra) ia ■ bird of paaoga 
that reachea England abixit Ihe end o( April or the bcEinniog of May. The male 
arrivea about (en days or a fortnight before the female. Afler (he caming of Ihe 
latter, Ihey are in full son; i which a accordingly canrcraporaneoua with (he leaving of 
the trees. 

153. Til nra/nai. For the lanbua eitraotdinaiy leadinga of the manntcripla, 
. aee In(roduclion,p.37. Thalin so many of them IhsEwallonisrepreaented aimur- 
dering other birdS) which same birds arc in the habit of making honey, is a fact, which 
of itaelf ia enough (0 pal an end to any nnaiiapecting ttusl io any manuscript what- 
evar. Against ths tteadiog of the leit, it b to be observed that the swallow ^Mtrniui* 
nufKa) ii not nMed lor a((acluns bees i budtdoeasooccaaiDnally. " Somelimea (ha 
awallow," gays Wood io hii"Katuial History of Birds," "fliss at larger prey, and^ 
frequendnK. Ihe neighborhood of bee-hivei. swoopa with unerrlnc aim upon iheli 
?"■"*'** aa (he^ enter or leave (bar atraw-buill honssL It ia a ver^ remarkable fact, 
that Ihe workingr^ce ia generally uohaimed by ths swallow, wluch directs its aoacka 



beem 

■piang up, in eoniequence, a very general belief that, when one lA a couple died, (he 
Biuvivor would (lice no new raaK, bul reoiaia (he leat of hii or her life In a eondilion 
ol aingle^leaiednesa. See verae l^odr. 

)j&. Tkt felui. The referem hspa i* to tba fac^ that, in eaily paiotinga, Ou 
fealbera of (he winga of the angela «■» 'Trf TTiinlM as b«ng tl4 same as those of tbr 
p e acock {Pmt crittatia% 

jij. TlufiioMHi. I am unabis ta SBplsaa lb* ajlwion to the pheaaant {Pkatiamm 
etkUcm). " Perhapa, ' aayi Ur. Bell, " an ^luaiaft to Ihe fact that pbeaaaots often 
reson to the hrm^rda, aod brand with the dorwaaic poultry." But this ia not u 
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3SS. Tkt waStjir gtn. All t!ie iptdu di tbii t/cxaa, incliidiiig the canmioa wild- 
ff>Bu(AnaT /tna), and Ihe gny lis wild goow (Amrr ciMtma) from nrhich tht 
dooKUic variel) is luppoBed 10 h derined, aieRmaAablcfDrlheireKaaTcihyiKss 
■od vigilanct' Whca iadiDg oalhegrouDd Id the dayljiDe,ortEstiEiganLhe wjucr 
It nigfat, Ihey have unlineli Haliannl to pre notice of the sJightat danger. 

that follow the praelice, en the part of fhij hird, of depouiing it> eggj, whidi are 
■niaJl, io the oeati of other biida, learing Ihem to be hatched and reared by their 
foater^uentfl. The young cuckoOr as edoq as it is hatched, pioceeda to eject the 
young birds hatched at the same time, and frequently succeeds so fat as to remain the 
sole occupaal of the nesL The hiid deposits its eggs in the nesis of several smaller 
tpecies» and very often in that ol the hedge-dparrow- There teems to have been a 
belief that the yaxing cuckoo, when il grew ap, eompleted lis evil career by miir- 
denog the bird that had brought it np. To this Shakespearo refers in the loUowinc 

" The hedEe-sparrow fed the cuckoo so long. 
That it had its head bit oS by its young.'— Z<ar, act L sc. 4. 

malcH the merha address the cuckoo in these words: — 

That hroughte the forth." 

JS9- Tit fafatjay fiU i!f lUlica^t. The popinjay doablleu means bete the par- 
rot ; but it is also id Euglaad a common provincial term for the green woodpecker 
iptcima mridiii. As applied to either, I am not sure as la the meaning of " delica- - 
lye," 

jio. TfudmJU. Tliisisthemallard,orcommoDwi]d.duck(.1iuifciiobu). "Tbe 
farmer^ wives find the drake, or mallard, the grcaleat enemy of their young ducks, 
whole broods of which he wiL destroy, unless removed" (Bell). 

}6t. TIu itirk. Tbi) bird [Cictnia oJia), though rare in Esglaod, is common i:< 
die towns and villages of ihe CoulinenI, where its services in ridding the countrj rf 
Tennin, aod acting indeed the pait of a general scavenger, cause ft to be protected 
tod favored. In consequence, a mass of popular superstition has accnmolated about 
It. There was a belief widely held, that it wculd abandon its nest in the chimney of 
■ny fiauifl in which either the husbiDd or wife wa5 guilty of ndultery. To thia SkeU 
tm refers in the following lines of "Phyllyp Sparowe:"— 



Ur. Bell qgotsg the f allowins itoiy, 99 iHratialiTS of Ifaii Udc, frnm Bishpp Stanle^e 
"HiUorynf Bird!;" "A French suTgnni at Srr]n^;i, wiihinglo pKKun>ilo[]c,anJ 

by the TuiIh, stole lU the e^s out o( » iwsl, ind replrced them with those o£ a. hen. 
la piDcess of time the yaung chickenA came lonh, much to the adlonlshmeDt of Mr. 
and Mn. Slock. Id ■ shoK lime Mr. Slock went oS, and «u nol Ken for two or 
three dAyst when he returned with ao immente crowd of hia canip4nunis, who all 
uiscmbled ld the placCi and foimed a circlei taking; ao QOttce of the Damerou! specta- 
tors which so onuiua] an occunence had collecled. Mrs, Slock wai biouRlit ioiwatd 
Into the midst o( the ctccie; and 

entirely abandoned." This sEory Is gocMl eDou^h lo be line, And, al any nLe, is oi 
Value as Ulustcating popular belief. 

*36). Tit kill cur fKraimt. The common cormaranl (/■Ai/DcrK.rnix fori.') hai 
become a synonymo for aElultonons penon in our languaite, though the early Kconnls 
of is habits were greatly exafxeraled. Like ill biids which feed on fishes, it haa 
eiceedingly rapid poweri sf digeslian, and, in the couiae of one day, will iwallow at 
least lis own weight of food. 

36]. Tirrautntijy!,i*tir;,7ii. The mien (C°nw eeroirX like all the membeni 
of the crow family, ia remarkable for its sagacity and inKlli^nce ; and the hoarse 
anddiscordant note of all the crov 
fiea the appropnateneB of speaking of them as 

364. ThttkrisUl^Jt. There seems t 
tie, oc aon^-Ihrusb {Tiirdia mtrula), altai 

364. Ttte frosty /cld^an. Tbefieldfj 
" (rosly " mi accounl of Ihelimeof itjvi! 
fanher north, and reaches the Drilish is 

/lUx/art and fia^xfart, which resemble 



ran " at its highest pmnl." There is perhaps, 

posed to be in after it haa attained perfection, as ccntiasled with the unea^ness and 
odtemeni which attend the striving for it. 

jte. Codhyrtsfii'- In Wehstec'sDictionaiy, underiA^i the asKction is made, 
that it is pcobab!y a mistal:e to speak of the phrase CrAfT^^jf as being equivalent to 
may Gffd givt ytu smicistthMt that the Icue phrase is pcobablyfvjT^ 'J^di that 
Ls, 1 wish you £-iwjfj-/tf/^ The present line pcetly conclusively shows that the ordi- 
nary exidauacimi is the correct one. 

6U. Thra Tcu/ullii gUcun. ff™/i>/i« is the leading of this MS.,whil8 all the 



helh 


ec raven, cook, or earr 


io«row,ii 


isti- 




ling endowed with a " 


voice of Cai 




have 


been a popular beliei that the Ih 


ros- 


id 10 


a great age. 






!(7-. 


irJiafUarii) ceccivei 


.iheepihetof 


to England. It spends it 




still 


nds 


in the latter part of November, 






K^al term, appUed f 


. this bird 


are 


.pro 


nuncialion the words 


IS found in 


this 


Th. 


iphr^"al his rest," 


which I ii 


lave 



sense were good, the measure would be defective. Against n 
that the tenninatjon I^u- in En;; 1 ^h, is added to nouns, and d 
pec( thai nlAri^i was the poet's nord. 

6;8,£79. The roundel i5fDu::dinonlya few of the MSS., a 



BO sqn betwKn the ttaa^" lis cnbogapbr 
m DDteriallj from thit of tbfiKU id IbepDem; but Ihe tuUJioiu ta the tetit 
*Ui:1linDiuii««a,bavenMbeaiiieUd. Id MSS. BandQuiRUub Spqhl'm 
ciGiioa,IIieiiianr4emithiianubUli>mlbT>>i>i^s Sns it a Fiatcbpaaa, Qui 
Hn aJmf lard ffuiiv ! udupoa Ihe ^ai^ ol pla^aihai Imni^ a^Huut Omi^ 
» iDlnxliictioTi, pp. 34, ti. 

" Qui tiea iume une fcol Jun^ i^Dblien." 

TaL dij. dm Mnme, J0n, p. ij. 

Cnn-, AiOub nr. 



GLOSSARY. 



Tho folUnhoi; in the diicC ct 



preleritb 
proviDcid. 



Af tlr, frtf. Accordjng lo, li 



tU., Ut. clavH, mil. The original 


fl/^*^.) 


RD» 1. to kmc 1 hont by driving in 


Agon, Asana, >r(j». (..) AgiinU. 


>>.lilinlh«iDS.1 


lacing, 44). (i.) In preparalion lor, 


Aomd, -. AeretnwBl, aeeord, 668. 


J41, (A..S. df»., «*-tJ».) 


(O. F. atwdr. from Lat «r, r«-,t«. 


Ago, >.>. Gone, 46J. (p.p. o(A.-S. 


heart : «, pmUbly Imm Lai. aJ.) 


^.Ja, iDKoavray, eodS.I 


AdUnauill, n. Loidslone, maBMI, 


AcoH, diA'. Ago, iS. (From prtad. 


mK- (0. F. «ji»KI■r,£n>raLaI.ll^>■ 


ing) 




Agref, oA. In trier, amiw. ju- 



GLOSSARY. 



and iiU, evEry 
), 6so. (A-S. 
aod lal, iE> 






Jv. Allhaugh, i, 

alttil, in which 1 

IS introducn] by th 

;d by 1 KDlei 



with o 



Alwey,nA>- Alway>,3,2]3.ii6,}ii, 

SI9, 6jJ, 6/4, 691, <A^5. *fl/«* vjeg^ 

Anon Tjsht, Immcdiaicly, iiS. 

moment, and Birenglhened by ryghi.) 
Aray, n- Clothing, dress, aiiire, 96, 
aig. (O, F. arrai, anargement, 
dre»,) 
Armony, Armonye, ■• Har- 
mony, 6^, 191. iX-ax. kartnmla. For 
omiuioD of h, see leller H.) 



Kn.cmJ. Used eipletivc' 
TV /uf^ ai rf thii K 

Asayefn), ™. To tiy, 

(O. F.™.Kr.) 
Assay, -b Trial, ailemp 

1. [O. F.a»i;fr«nLal 



SoCl, mild, 104- 
r panidpk from 



iTd,chano 



(aF.o 



IvaliT 



for designating Itie o 
Inordinary perils which happen to any 
one. From Lat- udoeiUuria, p- p. of 
adt/enirt, to anive, and in IaU Latin, 
10 hapi>en, to befall ) 
Auantedl), MK To vaunt, lo boaai, 
470. (O.F.oa«(^r, from L.Lai. H.-S 
n Lil. vama. Tl» 



Id English 



.ndH], AB regards form. 



ilhO.F. 



Auysenicat, » Consideiatii 

libcralion, 5S5. (O. F. a:,U,m 

Auter.n. AJlar,j«. {O.F.m 






■■<-) 



Avoutorye, n. Adultery, j«i. 

■dalterer./rom Lat. ad^lo'.l 

Aiei'n), wi. To ailt, 64S; 1 

»ede, so. (A'S. ^icun, Axia- 



Befom, Byfom, ads. Before, 45, 

10;. (A.-S. ir/oran.) 
Behetctnl, iTO. To f"""™; /"'-. 

bchette, 436- (A-S. ti. trJi6taai 

BereTe(n), pm. To bereave, fr4t., 
bctallc, 87, (A-S. *iT,'4Aiw-m^.) 

Beaekeln), i™. To Ixseech; >«j. 
^«., besekynge, 4JI- I.K..S. ti^cnn.-) 

Beeette(n), va. To employ, ap- 
point, applyi /.>.,&«(, 598- (A.-S. 

Bcsy, Besyly, Basynesie. Sen 



Basr, Besri <>^- Zcalo 
Ktive, fe, 369- (A-S, ilK 



. =on«L«, 4S3. (A..S. i*. 


I sv. To happen, 10 re- 


|l..S./,=nd«,i.-,loliap. 


*, lin,*, 1U1=0 


i,,™.. To r.v„il p=rfidi. 


y»y, 34S. (A-S. *. >nd 


. |««, !<.«.„«.) 


"■ 9^«A Coneeming, 4, 


■y, ;a^s. *(, *i) 


■;? PromUs, Mi- (A^ 


„^; T- blind! %d /«.. 


-' tn.. feo. (S« Inm- 


;;: (A.^Ai*in,.) 


., JiiLckly, tptidily. 604. 




['.blouom. w[lh luffiij'. 


., s^V) 



Oher, Chore, a. (1.) Coum 



^^K '. s^"-') 


(0. F. tin-., iirao L. Lai. «. 




CheaeCtt), w. To choose, 


343. {A.-S.ini;conimand,) 


3^.,3S8.3«,4",63'. y't f 


Bolde(n), i™. To bMonic bold, .44- 


«>^.,che>e,4i7; ldfr.,ch 


<A.-S. bUdan, embDldEa, Iidib h<^. 




hdd, bold.) 


4.7. <A.-S. «A«; trfi, 


Bone, * Prayer, 643. (O- N. »«; 


(«-.».) 


A,-S.U»,' modem EogKsh, jaoK.) 


Olepe(n), >m<L To call, 35. 


Borde(n), ™. To jest ; / /. bordit. 


r/yli.,,, cir^n.) 


jS» (0,F.**r<4^.*«»-dfl-,«.iokB,w 


Clera, adj. Puit, nohlc, Ira; 


je>I.) 


}j. (O.F.£^,lron.Latci 


BotO.i.. Bool,™ie<lT,aA (A-S.»(,) 


Clerk, 0. A leamed man. a 




333. (A.-S.f/wii.citrc, piie 


(A-S. *Jir.) 


ifcrt, educated, from LaL 


Brennedl),™. To bum. .49. (A, 


priest, scholar-) 



Cofsra, ». Chnt, coffin, 177- (O. F. 
CoIde(n), vnt. To become cold, 14; 







niise ol " bring up ; " md such may 


(0, F. ciH-rMfluft : \jtt. eurraflui.) 


be iU ■nean^ng ia lii>e £.). [A.-S. 


Conchefii), vm. To uraiee, id tel 


*-y»fo» ) 


inorder.iifi. (a F.iVK*n-; L.Lit. 


Brid.Bryd.-. (..) Voungof bird.. 


niiwrt, from Lai. iellecarr, to put 


brood. ,9.. (.,) Bird, j,,^ 31*, S.7. 


logclher.) 


(A^ ir,d, the younj oi uir aninial. 


Oouerohaif, ■. Striclly a coveHxg 


eq-adallreflowk) 


forthehead,abead^l«u; biit,iDli» 



I02 GLOSSASY. 


aji, it m™s lo mean a Ihin vtil thrown 




JttOuiid the hody, the nsnie hlviDE pre- 


419. (a F. prefix d,t, dii, and »d]. 


Tiously been transferred from the head- 


i)itaitt-<t.) 


dr«3 it.6l( to the sub.t3T«s out ol 


Diatraynecn), 1™. To proa vio- 


*hich tl wu made. (0. F. aan-f 


lently, to bear with force upon, jjj. 


clu/. (roil ceu^ir, Lat, eteptriri, to 




cover, ^A cl^/. Lat. «ylW. head.) 




OumiTng, CunnytiKe. "- Siia, 


Som, <■. (i.) Opinion, 480. (i.) De- 


knowledge, craft, 167. 51] (in good 


c;^oa,546. (A-S. d3«.) 


kbk). tA.-S. vttbal POOD omning. 


Don.Do.f.»-«i-. Tocaose.loraa).e. 


enperience, triaL) 


H()f«. iir,4ioi i»i/(r,4s8; /r«.6sii 


Core, ". Cate, pains, endeaTOf. J69. 


>-</.,dede,i4s;/./.di>,63S. (A.-S. 


CO.F.c«-,,(r™Latcw^a.) 


a>«) 




Drede, ■. Donbt, ji, 81. (A..S. 


D. 


dr«d. dread.) 


Drodful.*/y, roll ot dread or doubl 


BedO, a^. Stagnant, .»7. <A.-S. 


(not inspiring it in others), j, kjs, 638. 


dWd^) 


DresHeln), vw. To make ready, to 


Deare, n. Mannet, 6,6, 66^ <0. F. 


prepare, 88,66;. {0. F. rf^iKf.) 


dlgri.y 


Drye(n), 01. To suffer, to undergo, 


Oelicasye, n. Delightful ness? ele- 


15., (A.-S. rf-r^fvii., to suffer.) 




HlOW.fril, Drew. 


SelyuereCn), ni. To set at liberty, 


Durelni,'™. To last, to endure, 6i^ 


to dismiss, 451, joS, jij. (O. F. bV- 


641. la F. durir.) 


ZiWfl-; L. LaL d.liUraT., from o^ 




imd;a,;mr,, tosetfree.) 


E. 


Deiiie(n), Demyn, mi. To pidge, 


,56. [,k.%. dtm^.-i 


Effect, In. In (act, 619. 


DepartyngO. 1. Parting, leparadon, 


'Sjen.n.fl. Eyes, 171, 341. (A.-S. 


6js. momO.V.d.partir) 


pL tigan, from (4fi, eye ; Scotch 




/«) 


ito. (0. F. A./«-(.> 


Erthir, j*i-«. Each of two, !>> 


Deornen, i™. To divine, to pfopb. 


(A.-S. *//>«-.) 


eiy, 18a. {O. F. fllraiiw.) 


Eke. Ek. oA. Al«., 9- tod often. 


DouTBe(n), va>. (i.) To draw, lo 


(A..S. -Wr.) 


picture, 3 17. 11.) To teii, relate, jjj. 




(0. F, dni.^.) 


F. rimcralllJt, hntrialdt, from Lat. 


Diffyaea. <™. To eiplain, to slate 




prtdMly.sIfl. CO. F. Ajfw.-.) 


lladiteCa), tm-. To compose, 119. 


Dlscheuele, adj. With disordered 


.57. (O. F. (-JiJW.) 


hair, dishevelled, us- (O.F-rfrK*em- 


Eneendmre, ■. Breeding, hatch- 




ing, 3o«. (0. F. tngindrtim.'t 


*nd rafillH!, the hair of the head. 


3!ilteat{e), «. dO Opinion, mind. 


This word is strictly a past panidple.) 


purpose, 580. 644. (a.) Mind, incbna- 


Disflgorat, a*'. Disfigured, do- 


tion, d™re, 5J.. IS>-Y.„d^U.^ 


tonned,iii. (Prov. drifieural,in>ta 


Xntlnnetyn, m. To interfere, to 


Lat. di,, and figurat<u, p, p. dfir- 


meddle, M take pari in, s-J. (0. F. 


!»-«•,, to fa^oB.) 







(See IntroducSon, p. 4'.) ThU may 


betneen Ihe prindlH] tbshs, a lide. 


be, however, from the M.b to ^rf, or 






F. tHirtmis. Irom m(«, betwKn, mid 


Fon, ifc ji/»^o/. Foes, loj. <A.^. 


m.,. di.^ m™.) 


/an, plum] of /a, foe J 


BntrikoCn), ™. To hinder, enUB- 


FondeW. ™.. To uy, to attempt, 


gle, EmbarTasa.,D]. (Prov.mfr-ion-, 


.57- (A-S./a**«*) 


ixlricar, from LaL imiriari, 10 pn- 


Voz.frtf. (,.) On»:c<n>nlo<,becui« 


plsi, emb;inM3, Iron. i. and /riar^ 


of. .46. 46S, 4w. (i.)In«teadoI.6S7- 


W make diftoilliefc from trkx, hin- 


/■«■ Mt, So far ai I am concerned. 


dtrances, veiaiions, peipltliliei. Pals- 


»9- (A^/«-.) 


griv* lui / nUriki, " I byndcr or 


For, tmy. BecauM, 107. 


fcltt." Modern French i^ig,^ : 


Fot to, with the [nfinidve, a, B8, 1.5, 


modem English bilrigut and H./fi- 


..3, ,,6, .65,167, •■7,a49.3|0, )?«., 


«(*.) 


38., 46., 4SB, 49., 6]., 649. Ml, 67], 






takf, ,4&, rSS. (O. F. w™-, *r™-.) 


FormeKe), ». The female oi Ibe 


KlBe(ii).t™. Togi-eeaeorconttiil, 


falcon family, 37,, 373, *.8, 44S. S3S, 


430. [0. F. ait,r.) 


638,646. InDucanse'.gloMB.y, under 


Eiiene, iu^'. Fair, oc]uitablc, 66S. 


the liUe of FeriKtlia. i> quoted Ibe 


(A,-S.™-.f/i...) 


foDoHing Qt«« fran. a letter cf Mag. 


ETierich(e), Bueiyoh, Eoer- 


noi. King of Norway, to Edward I, 


ryohe./r»«. Kach ™e, everyone, 




36->, ,01, 403, S36. 556, 6,.. {A..S. 




B/r?, ever, and lUc, each; that ia, 


t,ro/^lc„m:t alhi,, Ftrmihz; ,1 « 


-evewch.") 




P. 


the followins eiplanalion is appeodid : 


"Id til Formalet It instnctti, C4t- 


Faooond,**'. Fluent, eloquenl, j.,. 


lici FBrmiu" As the female faleai 


(LaL/mH:^.^.) 


wai the one epedally trained for •an 


Faoonnde, ~, Eloquence, 55B. (0. 


in hawkioE, il ii poarible Ibil Ibis 


V.farsndi, from Lat >««/«,) 


irord paiaed over from the unH of 


Pallo,/./. Fdlen,4o6. {,\.^./.2Um, 




p. p. al/alla„.) 


"fcmaie." 


Toate, oAi. Sonndir, ^ (A.-S. 


Fori, H. In eipresaion Nt fen, no 


J^U.) 


matter, il mnke. 00 difiereKe, i[ i> d 


V%Tat»tB,adB. GI>dl{est,4Ba. (Fnni 


DO consequence, 615. (O. F. fort; 


A,-S.Bdj.j«f«, glad, fain.) 


L. LaL/ortM, from LaL/sHa.) 


Pele.oJs. Many, 329. (A.-8-/**..) 


ForBoyde.**'. Aforeaaid, .an. (A,. 


Fere, *. Mate, equal, 410, 416. (A^ 


&.M., beton^ and «< p. p. o£ ««- 


S-y^fi/Jro.) 


/a^louyj 


Poy. n. Failh, a*. (O. F. /.^ fmm 


Forth, <zA>. On, .tmigfat ihewl, 17. 


Lat..Ai«,) 


(A.-S. forth.) 


Fyght, id ting. fra. FTghta, loj. 


Forwery, adj. EuxuiTely weaiy. 


(SeolnlrcKiucIion,p.4i.) 




Flete(n), f. To flcai, j. <JL-S. bj. 


o*-<f, wearjT.) . ■ 


j«A*.™,) 


FiUfllIe(n), ™. Toimf«llofi/.>l 


Vm.id«<v.tr«. FUelh, d«(b, 3. 


fnlfyld,89. {.K-^fklfyU«^) 



GLOSSARY. 



Oame. ■- Spon, pbj, »6. (A.-S. 

Ghm, GntiQe, v. Gan, pnteriic uu- 
guUfi aod gitnitt^fCi preterita pluni, 
of einnrit or tin. It ii used nih the 
infniEive to fami a compound pretcriui 

plojcd. Can regularly depolc* tbd 
BDguliT; ffvHHt, IhepluraL 

CttHj with the pure iri£ottivci is 
found in lines 40, 4a, S5, i^i i94r '47, 



381. 



QoOd, a. PrapeilT, EOod^ 461. (A- 

5,^*4 property.) 
QoaeFnaimoe, n. GoretniiuDi, di- 
lecdon, J87. {O. F. t^vtnu, and 



Onoe, 

(O. V.gTOC,.-) 

Orete, » The: 

fr<J(, great) 
GrCDUice, a. 



FaTDT, fcotune, 45, 65. 



■ith infinidve withy 
ItiiuKdonceuipl 

Gwtnj fomu a preterite plural w 
the pun InfiiBiiTe, in lino igj, i 
>83i 577i •lilh infiiutiTe with ts, 
line S3'. (A^S-i-/»M») 
Oar, ii4'. Sbdwily dreiKd, I}4. ( 

QeloUH, oiCi'. Jealous, 4sS. (O. 

0«Bt, o.C'' Poliahed, refined, ;jg. (O, 

Oentll, Oentyl. o^'- Noble, weD- 
horu, elcgaat. In the laogu^e of fat 
CODij, II means strictly all birds that 
en be Ir^ecl lo tlie chsse, iyj, 485, 
53 S. S75. 5* 
GiHTiLLSSTE, mftrlativi, 37J, 550, 

63s- io.e. fiiuii.) 

OentileBBB, ■. Nobiliiy, high binh, 

314. (O. F. ,™/.a«».) 
Q«BBe(ii1, no. To think, lo conjee- 

lure, i6d, ion, u], (O.Dutch.^uiTK; 

O.N. ;•»**.> 
Qjne, «. Manner, fashioD, 399. (O. 

dole, K. Tbiwui benn what pn>. 
ceeds from the throat, voic^ utterance, 
■ayin^tSS^. {O. F.^wV,/ipiiAV,tlLmil, 

mouth, frwn LiL t^iia. Compan 
witb this piisage Pope, Etay en 
K>Hi,m.n: " Is it for thee tbe linnet 
poon her thrul^" todCny, On tin 



H, This letter WIS used in a Tery con- 
fused way Id tiie manuscriptt, being 
fregneotly dropped from vords to 
nrhiih eiymoloEicUly it belonged, and 
added to those to wincb it did not be- 



is found in diAtArjaaaii, 4i«- See, 

Eale(n>, irai. To dnn violenlly, (o 

modem English, Adv/.) 
Half,-. Half, side, »5- (A..S.A»>^ 

Hall, *. Room, 104. The larga 
rooms, or reception.roomi, of a dwelt 
m%f as distinguished from the smaller 
apartments or chambers, were called 
halls. (A.-5.««i^) 

HolB, ■. Neck, 1^. (A.-S. kals.^ 

Hon, nv. Tohavc, 518, 545, ^;4, S7>, 
6ji, 6j3, 6?7. (Contracted from ka^ 
btn^ kavtn, fnim A^. kabban.') 

Hap, n. Chance, fonuae, 40). (O. 
N. Iiafp.) 

HappeUi), wt- To happen; /rW- 
happede, iB. (Fijm preceding.) 

Baataya, a^'. Loity, proud, aSi. 
(From O. F. lutU, iaat, from IJt. 
aUui, witb A prefixed.) 

He.^miAiR. This one. /fitrki, 
Ihisoneorlhal, i6«. (A.-S. V) 

Hele, K. Heal 
health, ua. (A,.S. *«!■.) 



Heatetn), i" 
Hette(ii), t 



in C)uuceH> 1 



S htntaiL, kentt-) 
. To hell, frtl. hetlE, 
4--S. M^att, preL «&tf^j!r ; pTDT. 
El^ pKL Ar^.) 
He;BOKe> "• Hedgfr4puTow, 611. 
(Id Hunlley*! GIdssut of the Cots- 
wold (Glauccstenhirt) Dialect, iajf 

hedge-ipatiaw. Id ^Iftiifi A^S. 
Glowy, under the naoics of birds, 

tadonof L. LaL ckaJa, vUttuia; but 

fictlnJa may tie the while-lliioat. 

//ir ar Jiay, havtrti, is ceHaJDl^ tba 

A-5. «*■ , *jf», ii hcdie ) 
Hys, aJj. High, loud; m ijw, in 1 

laud voice, tiq. (A.-S. AciU.) 
HyUK- Prrt. of vi. hamck(n), 10 hang, 

aSl. (A.-S. Jumeait (Mi), Ataf,- 

Hir«, HerlB, /riw. Hera, lit, jB*. 
(A.-S. «!>>, genidve of ;ln, ihe. See 
Idtloductioi], p. 40^) 

EiB, fron. lU, 6S, 3A eft's- ia, 
genitive of *i^ it) 

HolBUm, B.^'. Wholewnne, 10&. (A, 
S. Ml, healthy, hale, whole, lod lo^ 
minalioD t*m. The w of wlult wu 
prefixed in the siileenth ceniuiy, by % 
ialie analogy with uch words u wkOf 



modem Enelish, the t of titttigk rcpre- 

X prefixed to the p. p. of strong verbs' 
Ibffunden, bound, a6S ; ibrskt, hmken, 



X prefixed to the p. p. of weak verbL 
I/aundtd, founded, ;j i ; imakid, made, 
677 ; iftjmtid, painted, >&4 ; imrnKtlit, 

aj^ (A.-S- gf^^ i Ukfwid, an ad- 
ieetive wiih part!d[nal termioation from 
A.-S. /.J™, in pLuifal, /„ji™, ioai> 



I or 7. A pte 

English, and n 

pEODnuna, adjectives, and vertiL Aft< 
Ibe NoRDan Cooqueit, t* was wealr 

pally to verbs, and 



. When 



the p. 



modern Enelish,(*™j. ( 


'ililJi«v 


furnished 






ai^«. 






I prefixed 


adverbs. Im> 


n., eaoug 


6.U. (A 


s- gi«it)' ^^ 


certain] 


surely, 6, 


6,.. (A.-S. CM 


with /I 


Bke, a^ 


Same, .ery, 


J3- CA- 



Kep, a. Heed, jGi. (From A..& 



Kynde, H 

Eirtel,-. 



3r6,«;s. (A-S. 
13]. (A.S.cyr- 



EnytteCnJ, Ewr. To hnii ; >. y. knyt, 
lien in old 618. (A.-5. o^ritan.) 

the A--S. Korryii. See KEavm. 



Xinunder "■ Thinly timbered wo 
land, a plain sprinkled with trees 
nnderbiUh, joi. Ifi.T.lamUi 



io6 GLOSSARY, 




terve. to look, 74, "o. (ArB 


latgt. Ung. Ungil.) 


Ocian,) 


LeTe(n}, ™. To t»ch, to lesrn, ij. 




(A.-S. Inran.) 


Ui-S. lir.-i 


LeseW.™. To low, .47, *m i >- >- 


LOBt, H. Pleawn fm good or lad 


l»l. .60. (A^. v; i.-)™.) 


Ko«:),.s.ii9. {A_S. /«/,) 


IiBstedi), Liate (nl, «.. To pleue, 


Iinatr. «<'*. fieauDt, 130. (rran 




preceding.) 


fiTLsiHg. indie, IM, 114; l-iftT'. 




ling^ lai ; id ling. pro. tubj., 410, 


TS.. 


441, ;3D,5s>. (.K.-S. Ijitam. See In- 




troduction, p. 41.) 


389,4M,ja7.fes,63..6s7.«7. (A-S. 


lotedi), i™. (..) To re«e, to fot^ 




bar, 439. (1.) To hinder, id f^. 


UaiieT(G], •!. U«d withmt being 


frct.lndic,,\el, tji- (See Introduo- 




tion, p. 4'. A.-S- Wm", ilM".) 


S.;«d"henomanere«eye,-6sJ. 


I.eue(n), va. To believe, 496- {A- 


Ueede, n. Rewacd, preienis, 31S. 


S. £n^*, 10 believe.) 


(A.-S. mid.) 


L9Wid,Lew(e)d.a*-. (..)Unedu- 


UcBsaeerye, ■. The eanTing •* 


Qled, ignoranl, 46. (1.) Wicked, 505, 


ness^^ei, the goii^ bemeea two per- 


tit. (A.-S. £n«(f, belonging to Ihe 


sooMiB. {.0. T. mruagrrit.) 


kity. Lmd mean. >i B™i > l.ymaa 


Mote(ii). t™. To dre.m, .oS, 1.5. 


u oppoied to a cletBymin [ Ihen, u 


69J ; 3<^j»ef. !«■«, itV- . met, 104. loj. 


(be deigy originally monopoliied aU 


(See Introduclion, p. 41); frti, inel(e, 




9S- tA.-S, «-<■«., mailt: »d «*- 


educated or ignorant man as oppoKd 


lia,, mtUdt, both meaniug to dreim.) 




Uethouehtte), >>-t<. Meihought, 


we apt .0 be .idous, it piaed into 




the third aenK of wicked, vUe; Inl, 


S. dative w, and >iUilf, preterite of 



Cliaucer'i UM of then 

IiewedneHse, n. \% 

jao. (A^ Itmed, a: 



(A.^,;Mr.) 



Iiikeln). wi. To pleue, 

401. U»d generally ai an impennoal 

verb. (A^S. flciM.) 
lj7keroua« adj. Addicted lo evil 

pleasures, lecherous, 79. (From O. F. 

iiritirr, a glutton, a libertine) 
Lyto, Lite, ad>'. Uiile,64,iS8,)5o. 

..4 /^ff, a little, iB, m, 164. (A.-S. 

idj. indecl. and adv. 1^1.) 
Loke(n), vs. To take heed, V> ob- 



IIo, n^'. More, S9;. (A.-S. adr. nit^ 

comp. of «ic>&.) 
Uotwe, H- Hmiing, 484. (A.-9. 

fwr/n.) 

Hot, v.prH.trt$. (i.) Must, 408, 469, 
644 ! fl- "OV. 546- {>■) M»r. **»■ 
(A.-S. ling. wM; pL filMn.) 

Unrye, aJt. Merrily, ^, (A^. 



Nat1iele« «*. Neierthelat, 161, 

jfOiO/. (A.-S.Hd fi}iSt.i 
Nature, «. Kind, ipraes, 615. (a 

F. Hoiurtt tianjiE, mud kIbo spedea, 

u in Ibis pusa^e.) 
V^.niv. (i.) 1101,66,107. <>.) Not, 

W5. "07, Kii. (A..S.«.) 
Hoae(n),Mt To be necMWty (uwd 

iinpersonB]]yJi 609. (A.-S. tttdaiti 



Onre, frta. Oatt, s^j. (A.-S. < 

Su iDIToduction, p. 40.) 
Ontraseona, aJj. Exctiin. 

yond limit, }]6. (O, F. euiref, 



uUrr, LaL uOra, beyond.) 



nrddoK.) ' 




Farde, »'«-/ A common oatb. ;<>,, 


Were, -A. 


Nearer, 619- (A-S. ■■fr, 


971. (O. F. /ar, by, and di, God, 


Mdr, comp 


.oi«A4,ni3h.) 


from Lai. -&«.) 


Hll, Nyl, 


=. Will not, .», 6m- 


Paaaetn). ™. To wirpau, j™. (O. 


(A .S, t^lt, 


, bom nt and ii>r'&-) 


F.A»«r.) 


Himen, pj. 


, To fake;/./', inome. 


Pannoho, «. Bdly, ^madi, 6.<.. 


jg. (A^ 


HnAKi; uoi, «Jmm; 


(0. F. foKki, from Lat. fontcx.) 


Nia. Mya, 


r. I< «t, 54, JO., t6,. 


474. (O.r./o«,paymenl,from/a«r-, 


[A -S. HU, I 


.omncandu) 


to appeaM, salisfy, pay, from La(.><i- 


Hyaete. » 


FoT!y, 57:.. (O. F. -z^ 


rar?, to apprasc, from j*a j, p«ce.) 



not, 90. (A.-S. Mifc, from « 1 

VKldt.) 
TSaa, adj. axii adv. No, (A.-S. u 



Ot.frtf. C'-JBy.TO. (j,) Wit 
(3.) Off, 111. (4.) During, ii 

OfCaate(Il), nn To cast id 



(Froi 



*/," 



OffyBia- ChaT£e,tnut,biuiDeB,i]&. 

(O.F. *;««.) 
Onetbe, tee VxHKTin. 
OrloKB, n. HDiolDge, clock, jja 

(O. F. Aerlogtt from Lat hcretogivL 

Other, adv. Or, 46. (A.-S. tdtr, 
eillier of two.) 

OaSral, adv. Eserrwhere, 171, 164. 
(Fnmi A--S. ffir and ttU. Compare 
Rlj^ Oennan lAtraB, evoywben.] 



Paynetn), Peyaotn>, e 

pains, 33% S53. Thi) verb « u>ed n- 

lleilvely. (0. F. ftiitr, faiutr, to 

take pains.) 
Pyne. n. Haim, wo^ jjj. (O. F. 

jiriw;A.S. ;»,"«.) 
Plo, ■. (1.) Pleading, entreaty, 4BJ. 

(3.) Opinion, bwiuil, 101. (a F. 

fUil.') 
Pleyne(ll), pw. To lament, bewail, 

179. {0.?.fla£ndre:1at.f!aKgtrt.) 
PleynlT, -d^- Fully, jBo. (O. F. 

flim, from Lat.jU«nu, and £1^ But. 

Pleynt, * ComiJaint, 316. (O. t. 

PlesauDce, n. Gayety, delight, that 
vhich affords pleasuie, siS, 389, 636, 
eA (O.F./(.ir,i«(.) 

PletynKS, n. Pleadiog, 495. (Ve^ 

1»1 noun from 0. E. y/ifin, flaidtn, 
to plead) O.Y.flaidur.) 
Pokok, ■. Peacock, 356. CA-S. 
fAwa, fmm LaL yatw, and A.-S. ite. 



io8 GLOSSARY. 

Prea, m. Crowd, ibims, 60]. (O. T. B«gkrd, ■ 

Frestij)/. Crawded,3o7 . ( O.F .firtaur.) 
Preue, ■■ Preoi, loj. <0, F. jtrmw.) 
Frike(n), m. To spur, to indie, 389, 

CA..S./r'«1". ""prick.) 
Friue, 1^'. Private, reiind, i6e. 

(O. F. /riD^.) 
FtOM>, n. Caant dC tlm«, 430. (a 



Bekke(n). SeeRicHiH. 

Seplloacioiui. m. Reply, ikill ii 
fliiHrtr, S16. (Pure. TtfiiciUit, Lai 



Pnl. n. A cootcs 



wiexlii^ 164. 



Qnyt, <bCr'. Free, Mj. (See the foU 

lowing,) 
QnitBtn), Qajtedil, m. To re- 

piy, requite, 0, in. (O. F. quiltr, to 

qttiu, iree, disdui^ed i from E^t ^^ 
r^iu, al red i-in L. Lai. free.) 
Qaod, V- di/tc. Said, sio, 540, 541, 
S'9.s89.i9^6o;,6.;,64S.6i5. (A-B. 
iioap, ptet. olnwpan, loiay. Found 
dnlj ID the preterite, ia Cluiicer.) 



See note on this v/ord.) 
BeTe(D), v™. To bcnare, U take 

away, 86. (A.-S. r«i>i..) 
Byal, oif'. Royal, jjo, 394, 41S1 6|3. 

(O. F. Ttial, Tiial, rtal, fnu Lat 

rtgalit, from .^jr.l 
Bisbttnl, id/. Rigliieoui, 55. (A^. 

rut/, and BuffijiyuA) 
Bouehta. See Kechui. 
Bonndele, H. Ashottpocm.invihidl 

tlie fira: line or Itoei return in the 

tuiddlc HDd a1 the end of the ruccf* 

67s. (O. F. TOndit) 
Bouthe, «. Rulh, pity, 4>r. (Froco 

Teib Ib nv, A-S. kftdvjaK^ 



Skdde, n^'. Seriovi, 5;!. 



BBdde. SogRBDBt. 




BsnTiie, <t Prey, rai^ie, laTenooe- 


K«««.) 


oeM.3"l, JSS. (O. F. r«piM, impet- 




noMty, ardor [ LaL tafim, robbery. 


•eerel, jm. (O. F. ii«^, feminine, 


plundB,, prey.) 


»«■*») 


Beohe(ti),B«kkB(ii),v» Tocar^ 


Sok,**-. I11.«tk. {A.-S.-A'.) 


S,j, 6o6i>*rf. roughte, 1,.. (A.-S. 




rfcn». ra*/..) 


«nK, meaning, js, .a6. (O. F. «• 


Beoheles, ««'. Indifferent, beedleo. 




S93. (A,S.rk,&,t,.) 


Septure, ■. Sceptre, 156. tPror, 






ing, to pul on record, 6o^ (0. F. rt- 


Servatmt, k. Servant, especially * 


arJtr. In Ihii line, rKji-i cm aUo 


lervanl of love, ijq. Even without 


be couftmed u a noun.} 


the addition ol " lovis," ai here, it wai 


Bed, -. Con™; advice, sW, &S. 





{A.-S. rad.) 
Bedo(n), m. To couniel, idviie, 
S&&J fnl. isdde, j;^ (A.*5. n. 



kML teeat f. SOnut. Semnt Cai 


iftcli', tJnd, and meaning, In liU 


tHiiM. Minnu. (a F. iirvani. 


L.ih.dn.g^.IHns.&c) 


Lai. pro. iHtt irrvmt.) 


Btorretn), ™- To die. «o. (A,-S 


BeBe(ii),rtt. Toieiit (0,F. tahir. 


VJ. ilcor/aH, ID die, m. ttiarfian, te 


HU!r.) 


die of hunger or cold. Uodem £i«- 


Bhappedi), ™. To de««, praJwe, 


lUh,«flrw.) 


SOI, (A,-S. ¥>. icafan, laffan.) 




8hende(Il), ™. To .punmo shim*, 


Tene, jS4- (0. F. i^raxgi, Etora LaL 



. To ligh, 40|. {A.-S. 



Strojera, n. Deslroycr, jAo. [From 
a E. dtilrcien, diUruitn ! O. F. ^<- 

hCGatirc prclU dt and ttrvtrt, to pUe 
op, to build Strcytri would ilnctly 



Bya. A'A ""1 ""/'■ Since, 64, 4)S, 


instead of a pu)!er^avin ; but twih il 


484,608,614,654- {.^..^.tipKm^ 


and the verb ,lrci,« -were in constant 


BittyilB, «*. fcconiiuB. fi.ti.asi~- 


use in Old Enelish in the sense of the 


>rri attyngeel, SS"' IP™- P«t- o( 




liuArii, A.^S. fiaaa, lo Hi, to fiL) 


Bubtyl, aJj. Finely woven. de:icalely 


Skill, n. Reason, piroof, pound of 


made. Ihiu, i/i. (O. F. «///; Lit. 








and W^ waji', «=b.) 


discernment, adjustment, due. ) 


Bufflnaance, .- Contentment, that 


Ble(a), PI. Toilay,tokill,ai7. (A, 


whichaffortIs5alisfaclion,fi37. (From 


S. tUUu.n, ,a^) 


0. F. luJSri, and aulEi atrna.) 






manied, 60;, 614. (Ptdy. la/ari, from 


III. (A.-S.nmand<£i/, deal, pan.) 


Lai. iilni, alone. Modem English, 




naim.) 




Bote, --Ji. Sweet, It*, tli- (A-S. 


BwitililB), **'. Such, 11, ijs, laj. 


™#/,; 0. N..iffr.) 


3.8,5.5,536. (A.-S, mrifc.) 


BothCe). » Truth, ,8, s?4, S78, 640. 


Bwithe, Swythe, adu. Speedily, 


(A.S. a/>.) 


SO}, 61}. {A-S. itiu/A<, Blrongly, vitr- 


Boibly, o^ Truly, in UD1^ >?<>, 


lently) 


557. S3i. iA.^S. a/TKi.} 


BwOir, !>■ A confused noise, 147. {A.. 


Boun,-. Sound, M4. (A.-S.rt«.0. 


S. nif, a noise, m^ian, to move with 


F. «;.,««, from Lat..™..) 


noise. Modem Enfilish, i«.j-*.) 


Bpodeln), ™, To prosper, to .go. 


Bwywrtn), "•■ To abound, swarm, 


««I. ID speed, lo hurry off. ijj. ,85, 


iSS. (A.-S. miiiiiiufl, to iwim.) 



i5in f. f. sped, lol. (A.-S. i/t^u, 

j^td^. See note on I $60.) 
Bpede, n. Prolil. 507. (A-S. iftil,) 
Bpere, «- Sphere. (Prov. tfiim, 

tsfiwrOt n/fra ; \sX. Ifiktra,) 
Sploe, n- Species, kind, especially 

any kind of stuee or drug;, 106. (O. F. 



(n), i™- To temper, to 
be proper measure of hard* 
(/,,-S. Itmfrian: O. F. 
Erom Lat UHtfitrart^ 



TennTiie(n), em To dm 
dcdde, 5}o. <0. F. dilrrn 

Lat Urminarti from ttrmit 
Tercel, Terael, i 



GLOSSASy. 
miDi,(o Tlie,. 



(Pm 



mily,,o 



4'S.< 



9.463.S. 



Lat (fW/u, third ; accarding to lome, 
because Ihe male of ths lalcon familr 
is a third unaliet than the female ; ao- 
coiding to Qihcn, because ttadilian- 

a male.) 
Teraelet, Teralet, n. Male of the 

falcon familr, 39], 519, 596, 613, 634, 

6s,. (O. F./K-«W) 
That, fna. Tb4t which, what, 16], 

99}, Used ai an anicle in that m — 



Olta ^eiBed with ■ i^am 
ing word if beginning with a rcnv^ 
as/«fWtf,lheeanli, Sal 'iaa>r,thl 

There, adv. and an;'. When, e^. 

Theresa. Where, 49, ij^ igj. (Se« 

under hi.) 
Tl^nce, ftH. That, thou, 61. (A.. 

S //(/«■,//&.) 
Thynketnl, im'. To leem, 54^ 

(A..S,>J.«a«. S« MaTHOUCHTB.) 

Thorp.". Village, J50. [A.-S.^A) 
Thought, n. Anxielr, aniious 






.n.) 



In Old English, that entered con- 






endiie, 119, 167. 


pailiclH, Iheroby losing its strict pro- 


To. An Anglo-Saion prefii denoting 




divi^n, jepjralion, destruction, lorre- 




spending 10 German «r. It is Ire. 




quent in old English, and seen in this 


bons, intcTTOgative and relative nd- 




veihs and pruoonnsi in modem Eng- 




lish it ii in nosl caies dra|>pcd, the 


piece: p. p lnriHi, 4JI. (A-^ <* 


simple panicle wilhoul ikat being em- 


and hrindaK.) 


ployed instead. The £ollo«iiij; are 


To-Bliuere(a), ws. To split in 


insunces o( its ose is this poem : — 


pieces; /./>. loslyuered. 491. (From 


As THAT, 9S, 391, 4*0. 


tlivtr, Iron A.-S. ci. Ilulifan, (o 


H<.WTH.-.,,,S48,SS8. 


cleave.) 


If THAT. ,18. 


To-tepa(n), m. To lejr in pieces; 


Tkbb- AS THAT, .85, (See As.) 


f.f. lotom, 110. (A^. tiUrant 


Thow that, i3v 


-lar-.-lierei-.-tsrH.) 


Til THAT, J66. 447. i83- 


Tr»ce(n). vw. To wjIIi through, Ut 


WHBBrH.T..99. 


follow, S4 (O.F. /™*r-) 


Wm«hbb(iihmr)th*t,7. 


Trowe(ll), t-». To believe, 10 think. 




losuppo»e,SSJ.6,7. (a..S. n-.A»iVH^ 


Wmi.a THAT, 616,643. 


triiwa^) 


(A..S. >WU, neuL ol dera. pron. tt. 


Tnnae, .>. Bottle, cask, 104. (A-S. 


ui^/^a.) 


iMw, jar, bottle, ci^k.) 


Them), ». To Uirive, to prospsr, 569. 




v\.^.vs.^,.) 


V. 


The, f'OH. dim. The (osed with 


Valence, «. A kind of cloth, i7>. 




{Ftom Valencia, capital of the pt<m 


slrumealal case oI h, /UU-I 


ince of the same name in Spain.1 



GLOSSARY. 



Vsaunca, x. Uusvoni, pnciice, i 

CO. F. »«»«.) 
Tse(il)> «■- Ta pnciiM, 549. 



Wakyr, ad/. 
'nralks(n), m 



What, /i™». Who, 4 
verbialEy in vjhat — nAs 
oifarUy—farUy. i;. 

Wher, ads. Wlieihei, 
traclBl from wfey*!^ t 

Whioh, frsH. Wh.[ 
(A-S. *»//£.> 

WiKht, ■>. A pamn 

Wynkefti), ew. Tod. 



WjBseta), pm To jimiU 
lodu-Kt,?,. (A..S.o«.i 

'nrite(n), v. frrt. frn. 
prti. Ill and id Jfjmi 

513, iJl, S95.M3' <A.-S.iill 



War. a*. Wj.,. /-^ i, ^r, to 
|ierceire,3i3, 298. {A--3. wart o/Hk) 

Wamodi), Bm To give notice of 
beiorehand, 4). (A-S. bhi-khu.) 

Wel-begon, adf. Filled wiih hap- 
pineu, 171. (O. E. and A.-S. turl 
and p, p. btgoit, covered, filled, Hur' 
rounded, lurniihcd. A.-S. Jv^ii, 10 
folloa afier, obseive, uh. The corre- 
Eponding vnJr.be£st%e is still in use.) 

Welk. SeeWALKBN. 

Welle, >L Source, foimlain, ta, 111, 
iij. (A-5. mil frooi tnu/^a, lo 
boil, lo apring fonh. ) 

Wono(n), trar. To suppose, lo think, 
lo wccni frtl. wendet 493- (A.-S. 

Were. «. A weir, a ligbfiond, ijS. 

(A-S. Qwr, nitr, aa snclosurc, liib- 

pond.) 
WB8te(n), ixii. To deacend 10 iha 

Wezeln), ct To become, to giow. 



With./r//. By.«3. (A..S. m>.> 
Wondlr, 'Wondyr, adv. Won- 

drous, Hondcilully, an, 4ia (A.-S. 

tHrw^-MM, ddL pL oi tnwidrr.) 
Wot. SeeWiTCB. 
Wrekere, a. Avenger, 161. (From 

A^ fvrf fan, 10 avenge, (o wreak.) 



Terde, 


■ . Rod. .laff of offiot, a 


marko 


laulliority,64o. (A.-S. ^rrf) 




. adv. Rapidly, came 


sUy. 


eaEiriy.3.... {A.-S.f.«-w.Mn 




ly. veh, 


™ei,ll,.) 




yore. . 


■^v. A long lime pa«, 


long 


ago, ,7 


, (A (A.-S. etdra, form. 


"ly. 


f»(.lui 


™rly, belore.) 




Youre, 


, fr^H. Viurv 64^. (/ 


i.-a 



English Literature. 

[Par txfiaiuUim of prites, ite Jtrst ixtiitfagr af tmitt 

Arnold's English Literature. 



of University College, Oxford. American edition. Revised. 
Oolh. 55S pages. Mailing price, ^1.65; iDiroductioD, ^IJO; Ex- 
change, 75 els. 

The story of "Tom Brown at Rugby" has made the worid 
affectionately familiar with the name and character of Dr. Arnold. 
The high esteem in which the great teacher, preacher, and author 
is held by the educational profession in America ought to predispose 
U3 to a cordial reception of any book written by the master's sons, 
Thomas Arnold, the younger, inherits with his father's name the 
sympathetic regard of thousands. He is well known as a scholar 
and as the author of several excellent books, among which is the 
notable work entitled " From Chaucer to Wordsworth," which ranks 
very high among essays in literary criticism. 

The topics of the Historical chaptersofhisENGusH Literature 
are as follows : Anglo-Saxon and Norman Period ; Early English 
Period; Revival of Learning; Elizabethan Period j Civil W^r Period ; 
Eighteenth Century; Modern Times. The first chapter of the crit- 
ical section relates to poetical compositions ; the second chapter to 
prose writings. 

A distinguished English educator says; " In the Historical por- 
tion of the book I know not which to admire most, the happy art 
with which the dry facts of dates and names are woven into lucid, 
readat'e paragraphs, full of instruction, or the easy intelligence with 
which thj leading characteristics of the more important writers are 
brought before the reader. In the Critical section the author is still 
more at home. The various styles of prose and verse are fully de- 
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scribed \ and this section, as well as the Historical, is illustrated b; 
hundreds of well-chosen quotations. In an Appendix, a very usefu) 
account of English Metres is given, a subject I do not remember 
seeing treated with the same fulness in any other book of the kind." 
* Mr. Arnold has selected and arranged his material with system 
and symmetry. Only the most important facts about autliora and 
books are stated. Minor writers are not mentioned. Reasonable 
expansion is rightly given to such topics as Chaucer, Spenser. Bacon, 
and Shakespeare. The student of this manual will receive just 
impressions of the relative value of names and books, as well as po- 
litical and religious influences. Indeed, the adjustment and arrange- 
ment of material is managed with wonderfiil dexterity and analytic 



T. H. Klmpton, Prof, of Eng. 



E. H. Griffln, Pnf. ef Eng. Lit.. 
WiUiams Cell..- I introduced if " 
several years ago. Ihlnlcing, afler a 

books, lliut it was, on Ihe wholf 
tMSt. This is Slid my opinion. 



tislied with the 
lulu. I do not know of any Manual 
It is beller for Ihs length of lime 
lich we have lo devoie (o the sub- 
:(, or which more clearly presents 
re judieioosly selecls for presen- 



nend il 



anyoi 



il of ll 



or he would find much whidi could 
rtherwise be obtained only by exienslvu 
eading. Recognizing the responaibili- 
ies of the hialorian, (be aulhor has nol 
rritlen before he has acquainted liiin- 
elf at first hand with his subjects. 
E. L, Hurd, Prts. of ni^iiura 

iff for two years, I know no other 
ook which so nearly meets Ihe want. 

T, O. Low«, B.A., Prin. of 
iamsUad HiU ScA., Birmbigham, 
Titg.: For clearness of exposition, 
mplioity of arrHngement, and fulness 



! subjeci 

E. N. Potter, Pit,. 0/ UitU 
Call. : The book aboondi in strikir 
passages of clear, fresh, and origin 
tbouglK upon a. hackneyed subjeci. 

J. labam Bliss, Prof. 0/ Rhe. 

Univ. pf Vermont: I know of n 
Manual of English Lileralure so usefi 
as ■ lol-book for CoU^e classes. 
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il ought 1 



John M. ElllB, Prof, of Eng. Li 
Oiirlin Coil., Ohio : An excellent Ire 
adapted foi- the use 1 
classes in High schools and collegr 
■ believe the book is doing, and ivili d 
^uch 10 promote this important stud 
D. S. Stephens, Prcf of Eng. Li 
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Tht following CoUegei are already using the book : 
Vale CoUege, New Haven, Conn. Bethel College, Ky. 

Aniheist College, Mass. Kentucky University, Lexington 

Williains College, Mass. University of Missuuci. 

Boston University, Mass. Smithson College, Ind. 

University of Vermont. Simpson Centenary College, la. 

St. Lawrence University, N,V. Iowa College, Grinnell, la. 

Miihlenliurg College, Pa. Chicago University, IlL 

Franklin and Marshall College, Pa. Blackburn University, 111. 

Ohio Wealeyan University. Northwestern University, III. 

Otlerbein Univenity, Ohio. Adrian College, Mich. 

Also vatA in noroerous High Schools, Nomul Schools, and Seminarie 



Graih's English of Shakespeare. 

Illustrated in a Philological Commentary on Julius Ca^ar. By George 
L. Craik, Queen's College, Belfast. Edited from the third revised 
London edition by W. J. Rolfe, Cambridge, Mass. l6nio. Cloth. 
jS6 pages. Mailing price, fl, 00 ; Introduction, 90 cts. 

In this volume Mr. Craik gives an ejfposition in regard both to 
the language or style of Shakespeare, and to the English language 
generally. He believes the text to be more nearly authentic than 
any that has yet appeared. Tlie only kind of eriticisrri which this 
Commentary on the Play attempts, is what is called verbal criticism. 
Its whole aim, in so for as it relates to the particular work to wtiictt 
it is attiiched, is, as far as may be done, first, to determine the text ; 
secondly, to explain what Shakespeare really wrote, and how what 
he has written is to be read and construed. 

The Prolegomena treats of — 

1. Shakespeare's Personal History. 

2. Shakespeare's Works. 

3. The Sjurces pr tlu Text of Shakespeare^ s Pli^s. 

4. The Siiakespeariait Editors and Commentator t. 

5. The Modern Shakespecrian Texts. 

6. The Mechanism of English Verse, and the Prosody of tht 

Hays of Shakespeare. 

7. Shakespeare'i fuUus Qatar. 



cava; heath, &• co:s pubucations. 
Carpenter's Anglo-Saxon Grammar and Reade r. 

An Iiilroduclion to Ihe study u( Ihe Anglo-^xmi Language, cuuiprising 
an Elementary Urammat and carefully graded aeleoliuus fj( Reading, 
followed by Kxplanalury Notes and a Vocabulaiy. B^ Stepiii^n il. 
Carpenter, lale Professur of Rhetoric and English Literature In the 
University of Wisconsin. l2mo. Llulh. 312 pages. Mailing pri^e, 
8octs.; Introduclion, 60 cU. 

This book is designed rather to pi^pare the way for more ad- 
vanced works like those of Dr. March, than to supersede or come 
iDto competition with them. The Anglo-Saxon, from its great age, 
its wonderful continuity of development, and tlie opportunity afford- 
ed for illustration by kindred dialects, offers a tempting field to the 
student of Comparative Philology, In order to advantageously cul- 
tivate this field, a certain amount of preparation is indispensable; 
and such preparation it is the aim of this book to afford. 

Carpenter's English of the XIV. Century. 

Illustrated by Notes, Gramnialical and Philological, on Chaucer"! Pro- 
logue and Knight's Tale. By Stephen H. Carpenter, late Professor 
of Rhetoric and English Literature in the University of Wisconsin, 
izmo. Cloth. 313 pages. Mailing price, fi.oo; Introduction, 90 cts. 

Prepared with the design of affording the means of a critical 
study of early English, to a younger class of pupils than have 
hitherto been able to pursue it profitably; and, as it is only from a 
careful study of literature that a thorough acquaintance with a lan- 
guage can be gained, the work is also intended to serve as an intro- 
duction to the study of English Literature. 



V.A.iSartib.,Prof.ofAKglo-Saxi:r, 
L^aycUi Coll. : It has a great dfal of 
good work in it. Surely any College 
or good High School class can read 
Chaucer with ease and toterest from 



The Nation : The Notes are the 
special merit of Ihe book. They are 
not merely explanatory, but discuss the 
words at lilxral length, telling us in- 
teresting bcis about the derivation, 
changes of meaning, historical sugges- 
tions, and die like, of ibe vonb in 



Chaucer and any of their kindred. 
There is a greal deal of good work in 
ihem. There are al5o frei^ueol eipla- 
naiions of obscure idioms and oiher 
grammatical matters by references to 
the Anglo-Saxon, Students who know 



find plenty of Htlrnctlve philoli^cal 
tempi their taste without much tasking' 
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The Harvard Edition of Shakespeare's Complete 

Works. By Hehrv N. Hudsijn, LL.D., Author of the Life, An, and 
Characters of Shakespiari, Editor of School Shaktspeart, etc. In Tvitnly 
Volamts; duudecimo; two plays in each vuIuhie; also in Tta Volumet 
of four plays each. 

Retail Prices. 

to-TOl. Edition, doth . . . $1$ a I id-toI. edltloa, cloth . . . %aaja 



half-calf . 



Hudson's "Life, Art, and Characters of Shakespeare" 
(2 vols.) are uniform in size and binding with The Harvard Edi- 
tion, and are included with it at a little more than the above prices. 

^p' Buyers should be careful in ordering not lo confound the Har- 
vard Shakeepeaie nvith an OJd Edition made in iSji, and sold 
under another name. 

The Harvard Edition has been undertaketi and the plan of it 
shaped with a special view to making the Poet's pages pleasant and 
attractive to general readers. 

Within the last thirty years great advances and additions have 
been made in the way of preparation for such a work, and these 
volumes bring the whole matter of Shakespeare up abreast with the 
latest researches. 

" The Edition includes ' The Two Noble Kinsmen,' which will 
be new to most readers of Shakespeare. It was first published in 
1634, and has not generally been included in editions of hb works. 
That it was his work, jointly with Fletcher, as was also ' Henry 
VHI..' it was reserved for our own time to establish, and mainly by 
internal evidence, and it is difficult to read the first scene of the first 
act without saying, with Sidney Walker, ^Aut Shakespeariui aut 
diabolus,'' and we are glad that Mr. Hudson gave it place and has 
marked the lines of Fletcher by asterisks." — The Churchman, jV. V. 

The first volume contains " the Burbage portrait," and a life of 
the Poet. A history of each play is given in its appropriate volunic. 

The pkya are arranged in three distinct series ; Comedies. His- 
tories, and Tragedies; and the plays of each series presented, as 
nearly as may be, in the chronological order of the writing. 
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An obvious merit of tliis edition is, that each volume has two 
sels of notes ; one mainly devoted lo explaining the text, and placed 
at the foot of the page ; the other mostly occupied with matters of 
textual comment and criticism, and printed at the end of each play. 
The edition is thus admirably suited to the uses both of the general 
reader and of the special student. General readers prefer lo have 
explanations directly before them ; and in at least nine cases out of 
ten they will pass over an obscure word or phrase or allusion with- 
out understanding it, rather than look up the explanation in another 
volume or another part of the same volume. Often, too, in case the 
explanation be not directly at hand, they will go elsewhere ii 
of it, and then tind, after all. that the editor has left the 
unexplained ; whereas, with foot-notes they will see at oni 
the matter stands, and will be spared the labour and vexadon of a 
fruitless search. 

The foot-notes supply such and so much of explanatory comment 
as may be required by people who read Shakespeare, not to learn 
philology or the technicalities of the scholiast, but to learn Shake- 
speare himself; to take in his thought, to taste his wisdom, and to 
feel his beauty. 






How this edition is regardeii by Our Most Emlneat Bbake* 
Bpeariane, may be judged from the follinving, tuhich w; are permitted 
lo publish. Are these reviews nat good eiiidence thai this ii lo be 
"Tbe Standard American Edition of Shakespeare I ^ 



J. O. HaJllwell-PhllllpB, 
Siakesptariax, Hflimghary Co, 
Brighten. England: Your kind Ha 



lly and knowl'-dge. * 



mission of Mr. Hudson's edition of 


on which olher writers (including mj^ 




self) may differ from Mr. Hudson, hi 


«t treat thai I have hud for many 


well as ertilions more ad;ipied for 


a day, and 1 can hardly exprejs how 




much pleasure il affords me lo possess 


more suitable fur ihe puliiic at laige. 
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Hudson's Life, Art, and Characters of ShaUe- 

sprari. By Henrv N. Huiison, Ll,.D., Etlilor of "The Harvard 
Shaieifeart," "Ex/mrgateii SeiBoi Shaiesptart," an. In i vols. larao. 
969 pagefl. Uniform in siie wilh "The Harvard Shakespeare," 
and matches it in the Tullowing bindings : — 



These two Tolumes contain: — 

1. The Ufi of Shakisptare. 

2. An Historical Sketch of the Origin and Growth of the Drama 

in England, discussing under this head Miracle-Hays, 
Moral-Plays, and Comedy and Tragedy, 

3. Shakespeare'' s Contemporaries. 

4. Shakespeare's Art, discussing under this head, Nature aod 

Use of Art, Principles of Art, Dramatic Composition, 
Characlerizaiion, Humour, Style, Moral Spirit. 

5. Shakespeare's Characters, containing critical discourses on 

Iwenty-five of the Plays. 

B. P, Whipple, Boston: In Ihi 
analysij of Shakespeare's character 
Mr. Hudson puis forih all bis force ani 
lubilely of ihoughl. He almosi fonfeii 
that they are noi actual bemg«. how 
ever much ihey may be " real " beings 
Shakespeare's cliaraclers have so lakei 

unconsciously speaks of ttiem as oni 
■peaks of persons he daily meets. This c 
is ihe charm of his cridcisms. Hi 
great object is to educalt people inio . 
solid knowledge of Shakepeare as we 

delight Ihe readers he instructs. 



London AtheDWum : They de- 
serve to find a place in every library 
devoted 10 Shakespeare, to editions 
of his works. lo liis biography, or to 



H. H. Pufubbh, the Shakts/itarian.- 
cannot refrain from recording my 
lOrough admiialion for Mr. Hudson's 



image and aupencriptioa. 
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Hudson's School Shakespeare. 

Revised and EnUtged Editiora at twenty-three riays, printed from 
new electrotype plates. Carefully expuigated for use in Schools, 
Clubs, [tnd Families, with Explanatory Notes at the bottom of the page, 
■nd Critical Notes at the end of each volume. By H. N. Hudson, 
LL.D., late Professor of English Uleralure in Boston University, Edi- 
tor of " Tlu Harvard Slinkesfiearf," and, for more than thirty years, 
a Teacher of Shakespeare in the Schools, One play in each volume. 
Square i6mo. Varying '" ^i^* from liS-ay pages. Mailing Price 
of each. Cloth, 60 cents: Paper, 45 cents. Inttoiliietion Price, Qoth, 
45 cents; Paper, 33 cents. Exchange.Cloth, 3S cents; Paper, 26 cents. 

That Dr. Hudson has untisiual qualifications for annotating a 
School Shakespeare will appear from the opinions of Shakespear- 
ians. Professors of English Literature, and Editors, fotiiul on pagM 
7-1 [ of this Catalogue, from which we quote : — 
"He is a first-rate Uaclur." 
"His style is fresh, original, and Pungent." 
"His notes are free from pedantry and dulness." 
"He has nobility of purpose and purity of kearl."^ 
"He keeps his readers on thi qui vhit from first to last.'* 
" He diininatis gross language -witkout marring the plot ^ 
"He gives results -without annoying students with processes."" 
"He never forgets that he is the Editor and not the Author.'" 
"His insi^ is fully equal to the best En^ish or German critics.^ 
"He justifies the saying thai it requires genius to appreciate and 
interpret ^niusy • 

"He has so caught the very spirit of his master that he intuitively 
makes the best choice of disputed texts and throws clearest light on 
tbscure passages ." 

^^ See £!a^'/^j' EngUsb in Schools (described on page 24) for 
a full account of his methods of teaching Shakespeare and otk^ 
En^ish Classics. 

Each Play is introduced by a discassion of its history, the S0i>r(% 
of the plot, the political situation, a critical estimate of the char- 
acters, and general characteristics, with much other matter invalu- 
able to the student. These introductory essays are transcriptl 
from the Editor's "Life, Art, and Characters of Shakespeare," aad 
contain tnudi valuable matter not found in any other school edition. 
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The notes are the same as in "The Harvard Edition*" i also the 
text, except that it is SCRUPULOUSLY and cleanly expurgated. 

The expurgations consist in the bare omission of such lines and 
expressions as the Editor has always deemed it necessary to omit in 
class. The expurgations do not in any case reach so tar as to 
impair in the least either the delineation of character or the dramatic 
action. On the other hand, no matter is retained not Curly pro- 
nounceable in any class, liowever composed. 

in speaking of Mr. Hudson's fitness for expurgating Shakespeare, 
and of the result of his work in this direction, the keen critic, Mr. 
Edwin P. Whipple, says : " We believe that only he mho is competent 
to comprehend the •wonderful genius (if ike world^s greatest mind, is 
jafit person to remsue frotii Shakespeare'' s plays those passages and 
scenes which offend modern notions of propriety. Mr. Hudson hat 
done this delicate task with incotnparable tact and felicity. The beauty, 
graiuietir, sublimity, ■wit, humor, and pathos of Shakespeare are 
preserved, and nothing is omitted that is really essential to the eom~ 
prehension of Shakespear is genius as the greatest poet and dramatist 
of the war Id." 

The Editor uses the plan of foot-notes instead of massing the 
annotation all together at the end of the play, because ample experi- 
ence has assured him, beyond all peradventure, tiiat whatever of 
explanation young students need of Shakespeare's text — and they 
certainly need a good deal — is much better every way when placed 
directly under the eye, so that they can hardly miss it ; and because 
It least nineteen in twenty of such pupils will pass over an obscure 
word or phrase without understanding it, rather than stay to look up 
Lbe explanation in another part of the volume. 

Recent editors of Greek and Latin Classics are putting their 
annotations on the same page with the text. The strong reasons 
given for thus placing their notes are much stronger reasons when 
applied to similar annotations of any classic in the vernacular. 
' In the amount of annotation, the Editor lias been mainly guided 
by the results of his own experience in teaching ; aiming to give so 
many and such notes as he has found needful or conducive to a full 
and clear understanding of the Poet's thought. He has wished to 
avoid distracting or diverting the student's attention overmuch from 
the special subject-matter of the Poet's scenes. 
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Tbe Baptist Teacber ; We b 
lie»e in Shakespeare. And therelo! 
we advise hII ihuughtful people, inelu 
ing Christians, aol only to look into 
but lo study it. As an aid to sucli siuc 
these Utile books will be of no snu 



Zlon'o BeraKt ; A carefully-pruned 
and purifiEd edition. Without weak- 
ening the force or beamy of the orig- 
inal, Mr. Hudson has obviated every 
ditHculty and made a thoroughly clean 
and usable version of Shakspeare. 



if boys and girls fron 



expurgating those passages of Shake- 
speare whose ulterance on the stage or 
in the social circle nioiiem society 
would not lolerale. 'I'he omission ik 
these passagiis is made without da- 
sltoying the unity of the play. 



L. M. BlaoUord, Extract fi-em 
■tttr wriilai feom Stralfard. Eag., 
■ Ihi Soutkirit CAurcAman .- Though 
le bookcases are all locked. I could 
:an the titles, and was glad to find 
mong the editions of ihe plays the 
(cellenl one of our American scholar, 
le Rev. Henry N. Hudson, of Boston, 



Hudson's Text-Book of Poetry. 

From Wordsworth, Coleridge, Burns. Beallie, Goldsmith, and Thom- 
son. With Sketches of the Author's Lives, and instructive foot-notes, 
historical and explanatory. For use in Schools and Classes. By H. 
N. Hudson, LL.D. jzmo. Cloth. 694 pages. Mailing price, $1,65; 
Introduction, t'-to. 

In our education it is of prime concern that right intellectual and 
literary tastes should be early set or quickened in the mind ; that 
while we are giving people the ability to converse with books, no 
pains should be spared to inspire them with the love of books that 
are good. Once possess ihem with a genuine, hearty love of a few 
first-rate authors, and then their culture in all its parts, so far as 
books can minister to it, is duly cared for : that love, those tastes, 
will become a sort of instinct, to prompt and guide them to what is 
wholesome and pure. The abiding, uncloying sweetness, the living, 
unwithering freshnesii of books in which conscience presides, truth 
illuminates, and genius inspires, are the proper food and delectation 
of a chaste and well-ordered mind ; and to have a due sense and 



idish of those qualiti 



e the proof and the pledge of moral 
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Had iatellectual health : for here it may with special fitness be affirmed 
that "love is an unerring light, and joy its own security." 

It is on this principle, it is with a constant view to this end, that 
the author has worked ia selecting and ordering the coateols of this 
volume. 

Two-thirds of the volume is filled with Wordsworth ; who has 
DOW m^de good Ills position as one of the live great chie& of Eng- 
lish poetry, and whose works embody, in the highest form, whatever 
is nobles! and best in the English poetical literature of the last hun- 
dred years. The whole of The Excursion, the first two books of the 
Prelude, Michael, Tlu Brothers, Tintern Abbey, Laodamia, On ike 
Power of Sound. Ode on Immorlalily, and a large number of smaller 
pieces are included. The selections from Coleridge are. The AiicietU 
Mariner, Chrislabel, Fears in Solitude, and eigliteen other pieces. 
From Burns, The Colier^s Saturday flight. The Twa Dogs, Tom 
O'Shanter, The Vision, and twenty-six other poems, and also twenty- 
nine of the songs. From Beattie, The Minstrel : from Goldsmith, 
The Deserted Viilrtge ; and from Thomson, The Castle of /ndolenct; 
these being generally regarded as the best poems of those authors. 
In all cases, except a few pieces of Wordsworth's, the poems are 
^ven entire, as the authors wrote them, and in nearly every case the 
date of the writing is affixed to the poem. 

Hudson's Text-Book of Prose. 

From Biicke, Wehster, and Bacon. With Sketches of the Aulhois' 
Lives, and foot-notes, hhtorical and explanatoT;^. By H, N. HUD- 
SON, LL.D, l2mo. Cloth. 636 pages. Mailing price, fi.65; Intro- 
duction. S1.20. 

This work is intended as a companion volume to the preceding. 
It is made up on the same general principle, the contents being 
selected with a view to unite, as far as may be, the culture of high 
and pure literary tastes with the attainment of liberal and useful 
knowledge. The selections from Burke are Letter to the Sheriffs of 
Bristol. Speech on Economical Reform, Speech to the Electors of Bris- 
tol, and A Letter to a Noble Lord, all given entire ; also twenty-nine 
other pieces gathered, as seemed best, from the author's various 
works. From Webster, Speech in Reply to Hayne, Speech oh the 
Presidential Protest, and discourse oa The Character of IVashingloif; 
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also thirty-two shorter pieces from oilier speeches. From Bacon 
thirty of the fifty-eight Essays, all given entire, and several choice 
selections from Advancement of Learning. 

E. N. POTTEiR, Pres. ef Union College, sAy%, "They are especially 
valuable in connection with any course of English Literature or His- 
tory. They enable students, and readers generally, to acquire an 
adequate knowledge, not of mere extracts, but of representative 
portions of the best works of worltl-famed writers. The pupil or 
reader learns not only the ' where.' ' when,'' etc., with rt-gard to an 
author^s life, but gains a knowledge of the man himself, from famil- 
iarity with his writings." 

Hudson's Pamphlet Selections Prose and Poetry. 

Annotated, izmo. Paper. Mailing price of each, 33 cts. ; Imtudiic- 
lion price, 24 cts. 

To meet a growing demand for standard literature in cheap form, 
we have bound in paper covers, for school use, the following portions 
of Hudson's Text-Book of Prose and Text-Book of Poetry. 

Any two or more of the pamphlets will be bound in one volume 
to suit customers ordering one hundred or more copies. 

yp. I. Edmund Burke. 

Five Speeches and ten Papers, comprising : Obedience ta fnstrm- 
tions; Speech to the Electors of Bristol; Growth of Ike American 
Trade; Character of Ger/rge Grenville ; Lord Chalham and Charles 
Townshend ; Slate of Things in France ; The ff evolution in France ; 
Liberty in the Abstract; Freedom as an Inheritance ; The Re^'oliition- 
ary Third Estate ; The Rights of Men ; Abuse of History ,- English 
Toleration; How a Wise Statesmutt Proceeds; The Principles of 
Reform; Fanaticism of Liberty. 

Jo. H. Edmund Burke. 

Introduced by a Sketch of hla Life, and comprising : The Ethics 
of Vanity; The Old and the l^ew Whigs ; A Letter to a Noble Lord; 
France at War -with Humanity ; Fanatical Atheism ; How to Deal 
with facobin France ; Desolation of the Camatic ; Unla^vfulness of 
Arbitrary Power \ Cruelties of Debi Sing; Impeachment 0/ Haslin^i 
yustict and Revenge; Appetd for yudgateiU upon Hasting. 
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Wo. m. Daniel Webster. 

Including his celebrated Reply to Haynet Blessings of the Coh- 
stiiution ; Presidential Nullification ; The Spoils to Ike Victors ; 
Fraudulent Party-Outcries; The Position of Mr. CalMcun; South- 
Carolina NuUificaiion. 

Ho. 17. Dmiei Webster. 

Introduced by a Sketch of his Life, and containing extracts froro 
twenty-five Speeches on The Presidential Protest ,- The Character 
of Washington ; AUxaitder Hamilton ; First Sitlleimnt of New 
England; The First Century of Neto En^and ; The Second Century 
of P/eiti England; An Appeal a^inst the Slave-Trade ; Bunker-Hill 
Monument Begun ; Bunker-Hill Monument Finished; Adams in the 
Congress of i-j7b\ Right use of Learninj;; The Murder of Mr. White; 
Character of Lord Byron ; Character of fudge Story ; Religion as 
an Element of Greatness ,• Each to Interpret the Law for Himself; 
•Irredeemable Paper; Benefits of the Credit System ; Abuse of Execu~ 
tive Patronage; Philanthropic Love of Power; The Spirit of Dis- 
union; Importance of the Navy ; The Log-Cabin; Speaking for the 
Union ; Peaceable Secession ; Standing upon the Constitution ; An 
Appeal for the Union. 

Ho. 7. lord Bacon. 

Introduced by a Sketch of his Life, and comprising eitracls from 
thirty Essays, treating of 7r«/A ; Death; Unity in Religion \ Reiwnge; 
Adversity ; Marriage and Single Life ; Great Place ; Goodness and 
Goodness of Nature ; Atheism; Superstition; Travel; Wisdom for 
a Man's Self; Innovations ; Seeming Wise ; Friendship ; Expense ; 
Suspicion ; Discourse ; Riches ; Nature in Men ; Custom and 
Education; Youth and Age; Beauty; Deformity; Studies; Praise; 
Judicature ; Anger ; Discredits of Learning ; Dignity and Value of 
Knowledge. 

Ho. 71. William Wordsworth. 

Sixty Poems and Sonnets, accompanied by foot-notes, histori- 
cal and explanatory, which clothe the text with a beauty and interest 
that wiU not fail to win the most listless reader. 



CINN, NEATH, &• CO.'S PUBLICATIONS. 

go. VII. Coleridge and Burns. 

Containing, in addition lo the Biographical Sketches of the Poets, 
the Notes and Glossaries, forty-five Poems, such as : T/ie AitcUnl 
Mariner; Christabd; The Cotter's Saturday Night; Tq a Mouse; 
aad many other universal fovorites. 



go. vm. Addison and Goldsmiih. 

Comprising a brief Sketch of the Life ofeach, together with fifteen 
Papers from Addison, and eleven Prose Selections from Goldsmith, 
followed by a reprint of "The Deserted Village" The Prose Selec- 
tions include: Sir Roger de Ciriierly; Superstition; Modesty; Cheer- 
fulness ; True and False Wit \ Fortune-Hiinters ; Dr. Primrose in 
Prison; The Character of Hypatia; A Hard World for Poets; 
English and French Politeness; etc., etc., etc. 



/« forming the mind and taste of the young, is 
authors who have already lived long enough ti 
anty that they may survive the next lwe$:ty yei 



it not better to use 
> afford some guar- 



A. P. Pwibody, Harvard Cat- 
The extracis are, wiihout exception. : 
Bdmirabiy cliosen ; ihere a noi 
of them which ought not lo hai 
fevered place in ihe lilerature a 
command of every person of even mod- 
erate intelligence. Theedilorial ir 
— memoir, note, and glossary — is 
pie for its purpose, manifests the skill 

of an accomplished scholar, and i! 
uable equally for what il etnbodie" 
for what, with a wise parstmoi 

ing to an editor which would be 



Horace H. Tumess, P/ula.: Tf 

ueed into all our public schools, llio 
fxt generation will show a race of 
alesmen with " hands thai llie rod of 
Tipire might sway." and thai would 
lake us lift our head among the ttar 



Dr. Wm. T. Harris ; 



I think you 
the I 



I Ihe country by printing 
id circulating these liooks. Mr. Hud- 
n is effecting a tevoliitian in our 
cthods oi teaching liletalure by his 
ries of school-texis. — Shakespeare, 
jrke. Wordsworth, etc. I can only 
sh I were an autocrat, and could 
rce these books into Ihe schools of 



ENGUSH LITERATURE, 



Hudson's Classical English Reader. 

For High Schools, Academies, and Lhe nppec grades of Grammar Schooli, 
Containing selections from Bryant, Burke, Burns, Byron, Carlyle, Cple- 
lidge, Cowley, Cowper, Dana, Froude, Gladitone, Goldsmith, Graf, 
Helps, Herbert, Hooker, Hume, Irving, Keble, Lamb, Landor, Long- 
fellow, Macaulay, Milton, Peabody, Scotl. Shakespeare, Southey, Spen- 
ser, Talfourd, Taylor, Webster, Whittier, Wordsworth, and other stand- 
ard authois. With explanatory and critical fool-notes, izmo. Cloth. 
4^5 pages- Mailing price, li.2y. Introduction, 90 cts.; Exchange, 

^^ Send Postal for Special Circular. 

Not one of the pieces has been taken for the author's sake ; the 
selection has proceeded on the twofold ground of intrinsic merit 
and of fitness to the purposes of the volume ; due care being had, 
withal, for a reasonable variety both in matter, style, and author- 
ship. Including as it does the choicest extract.^ from so nnany stand- 
ard authors, it admirably supplements and emphasizes the ordinary 
course in English Literature. 



P. J. Ohlld, /Vo/ fl/fi-rj. in Ha- - 


A, P. Psabody, Harvard Uifhi.: 


vard Uirh..- A boy who knew this 


I most express 10 you my strong sense of 


book as well as boys who are good for 


its superlative worth. It ought to maka 


anything generally know their readers. 


its way into every Grammor-School and 




Academy in the country. It will do 


educated. And bow rich must the 


more than any or all books of the kind 


literature be. when, afier it has been 


(there are none of the kind) now in use 




toward creating a tasis for good liiet- 


by men who know where lo go and 


amre. end furnishing fit materials for 


what to take, as Mr. Hudson does), a 


the culture of such a taste. 


ichool-book can be made thai is so 




select and so unsialed. I am going 10 


H. A. Ooit, Prin.iifSt. PanVt &*, 


finish my education on it myself, and 


Concord, N.H. : There is no book to be 


bring up a certain boy on it, and some 




girls. Illhadseenonlylheselections 


lhe most refreshing good taste and ro- 


from Sehiller-a Wallensiein. I should 




be sure that the book was what 1 want 


to say nothing of the (borough knowi- 


for young people. The man thM put 


edge of the best English literature, to 



R. G, Hlbbard, Prof, if Elatutiaii, 

Westrytai Uai-u. : As a book for Iha 
use of classes in our High Schools, both 
in the study of English literature and 
Reading, it ba* do mparioc. 



GINN. HSATH, A* CO.'S PUBLICATIONS. 



J^m It. SewaU, Olivei ColL, 

Mich. : We are using it with great 
satisfoction; jt cettainly stands witiiout 



Gluts. B. Travis, Mailer Eng. 
High Stiecl, BcitcH ; Every Englisli 
scholar is under an obligation to the 
man who presents, in a. manner so com- 
pact and clear, so naicA (hat is exctUent, 
with Mfl/Awf that is objectionable. 

K 8. Joy*as, Fraf. of BilUt Ltt- 
tits, Univ. a/ 7>h». .- I shall give it 
pracedence over eveij olber for class 



■Wm. B. Dlmmook, late Prin. ef 
Adamt Acad., Quimyi, Mats. : Full of 
the best selections, talno and arranged 
with excelleat laste. 



P. W, TUtOn. JPrin. tf Rogtri 

High School, Nrwtort, S.I.: It t» m 
great pleasure lo find in a single voluma 
■" ly of the choicest selections our 



est and best frieads. 

Barah B. Doyle, Teaelur efEng, 
lit., H<gh School, Providence. If J. : It 
is rightly named " The Classical Read- 
er." ! knowofnoreading-bookbeiter 
adapted for pupils of High and Normal 
Schools than this, as it will make tbsm 
familiar wiih some of the masterpiecei 
of English Literature. 

Boston Dally Advertiser: It 

will be a fortunate day for our children 
when Ihelr tasle is formed upon such 
models of literature 
are here collected. 



First Two Books of Milton's Paradise Lost; and 

Milton's LyHilas. By Homer B. Sprague, Ph.D., Principal of Girls' 
High School, Boston, izino. Cloth. 198 pages. Mailing price, 6t> 
cts.; Introduction, 45 cts. 

These books, the sublimest of Milton's poetry, are here prepared 
for class use, as well as for private reading. The editioa differs, it 
ia believed, from all other school editions, — 

1. In containing some of the results of the most recent studies 
and criticLsms, as set forth by Masson, Prof. Himes, the French 
critic Edmond Scherer, De Qaincey, Lowell, Morley, etc. 

2. In being ilhistrated by diagrams, representing Milton's cos- 
mography, showing the relative positions he assigned in space to 
the empyreal heavens, to hell, to the earth between them, and to 
chaos. 

3. In omitting fifteen or twenty objectionable lines that need not 
\i^ read in school, and that have often and properly caused the ex- 
clusion of the book from the cUw-room. 



ENGUSH UTERATURE. 



4. Id liinushing more 
better type and arrangemeDt. 

5. In presentiDg an approved formula for 



and suggestive notes, with 

iducliiig class 



The Chronology of incideots in the life of Milton, the TaiU of 
Various Readings accorded the text, and the complete indei of 
words explained in the Notes, greatly enhance the value of the 
book. 



Pres. Wiuran, Boston Univ. .- Ii 
■eems 10 me admirably adapted to its 
purpose. 

John A. Hlmes, Prof, of Ens- 
Lit., Finn. Coll., Gillyiiurg : I have 
leen no olher annolaled ediiion of 
Paradise Lost, in Ihe ground covi.Ted, 
lo free from errors, or so safe as this. 



W. J. Rolfe : An admirable school 
edfllon. It is the tirst really good in- 
troduction to the study of Ihe poet 

and seems to us better than anything 
of the kind published in England. 

New Eins'lBiid Journal of Ed- 
ucation : There is probably no Amer- 
ican scholar txtter fitted lo prepare an 
edition of Milton's poems foe educa- 
tional uses than Homer B. Sprague. 
For years he has studied Milton's writ- 
Ingi and reverenced bii genius, and in 



editing his 



irlts he brings (o bear 
IS ihe skill of the gilied 

the practical wisdom of oo 



:. Hisnc 



te admirable 



lish Uten 

Maryland School Joiima] ; 

The notes contain eiferything which a 
young student tieeds. We know of no 
book available for schools that will do 
as much as this little volume to render 
Mtllon intelligible and enjoyable. 



i /figi i 



C. T. L 

Fort Wayni. Ind. .-la 
my class in English Literature, and catw 
not loo strongly express my admiration 
for iL The notes seem lo me in all 
respects excellent. The infortnation 
which they fiimish is interesting and 
apposite: the criticism Is appredaliTe; 
(he questions are a stimulus to thongbt. 

W, C. Crlppln, Prin, of NormaX 



appeared. 

B. H. Buseel, Pria. Worcester 
NormaiSikMl: Thethree main quali- 
ties of a good text-book maker. 
namely, scholarship, judgment, and en- 
thusiasm. Dr. Sprague shows in this 
book. 



